The Cowl - v. 75 - n. 18 - March 10, 2011 by unknown
Vol. LXXV No. 18
The
thecowl.com Providence College
Celebrating Our
March 10, 2011
 -----------—
Special topic
If you visit the Providence College 
Web site and look at the Student 
Life section, you will see that the 
College offers several different alcohol 
initiatives that surpass many of our 
peer institutions. With these initiatives 
in place, why is there still a "drinking 
problem" at PC?
At this point last year, the total 
number of student transports was 37 
. -compared to this year's total of 58. Tn 
both cases, 7 were guests. It appears as 
if the drinking culture at Providence 
is slowly but surely getting worse as 
"The years progress. Steve Sears, dean 
of students, ^ays^that'a majority of 
freshman students already come to 
‘ ~ 'W* wEPai
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Repeat Offender Steals Wallets From Gym-Goers
Credit Cards Used at Local Retailers; Culprit Identified with Help of Brown University Police
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE OFFICE OF SAFETY AND SECURITY
The above image was taken from the surveillance footage of Slavin Center and Concannon during 
the time the thefts occured. Officials have since confirmed that he was, in fact, the culprit.
by Valerie Ferdon '12
News Editor
Campus Crime
"On Feb. 15, we had a student come 
in and report a larceny," said Leyden. 
"Her wallet was stolen from a cubicle 
in Concannon between 8:30 a.m. and 
9:30 a.m. This is not the first time we 
have had an incident like this occur, 
but it was the first time this semester."
When the student notified Sovereign 
Bank about the theft, they informed 
her that whoever stole her wallet had 
used her debit card at a Target and a 
Hess Gas Station. These purchases 
were made at 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
that same day.
With this information, Sergeant 
Marshall consulted the video footage 
of the area during the time period. 
They identified a male suspect.
"He went to the Slavin Information 
Booth first to get directions," said 
Leyden. "From there, he walked 
toward Concannon and entered by the 
turnstiles. He told the people who were 
working at the desk that he had to get 
something signed, therefore getting 
past them without a PC identification 
card. He went into the men's locker 
and came out a few minutes later."
The video then showed the suspect walk 
over to the cubicles and take the wallet
Leyden explained that while 
the suspect was a 40-year old man, 
he probably did not appear to be 
suspicious at the time because there 
are always people coming in and out of 
school buildings who are not students, 
such as contractors and other workers.
On Feb. 16, another student came 
into the Office of Security and reported 
that his wallet had been stolen from the 
men's locker room just one day prior.
This second victim had also called 
his bank, and was informed that his 
credit card had been cancelled at 2:00 
p.m. on Feb. 15, but not before charges
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Drinking at Providence College: A Reality
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Addressing Our Alcohol Culture
As an Editorial Board, one of the most pressing 
topics that we have noticed in our discussions 
over the last few months is the need for an open 
dialogue about alcohol on campus. This was 
greatly encouraged by the enthusiastic response 
received by The Cowl with regards to the issue of 
on-campus diversity last semester. This issue is a 
project we created and have been working on in 
an effort to start an honest conversation including 
not only students, but faculty, staff, and the 
administration, as well.
We hope to emphasize the effects of drinking in 
every section and to raise awareness. As you can 
see in these next pages, alcohol affects not only 
the drinker, but also their friends, family, and the 
community. Our staff has collaborated to examine 
drinking from a variety of different perspectives, 
from statistical information to personal opinions. 
We have included the notion of alcohol in our 
sections to show just how encompassing drinking 
is. As something that affects our everyday lives, 
particularly on the weekends, we hope to make 
your choice to drink an actively informed one.
We do not seek to change your opinions 
about drinking, but we hope that at least we can 
educate you about drinking habits, particularly at 
Providence College, and hear your feedback about 
them. As always, The Cowl acts as a forum for our 
readers to write in and participate, particularly in 
our discussion of our drinking culture.
-The Editors
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Letter PolicyThe Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and letters to the editor from members of the 
Providence College community and outside contributors.
All submissions must include the writer's name, signature, a phone number, and an e-mail 
address where he or she can be reached. Letters should be no more than 250 words in length and 
will be printed as space permits. Guest commentaries should be limited to 700 words in length, 
and only one will be published per week. The Cowl reserves the right to edit articles for space 
and clarity. Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed to The Cowl office no later than 
5:00 p.m. on the Monday before publication.
Mail submissions to The Cowl, 1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918; fax to 
401-865-1202; submit online at www.thecowl.com; e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu; or 
hand deliver to The Cowl office in Slavin G05.
Accuracy WatchThe Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes into print to 
ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. If you find an error in any article, please 
e-mail the Editor-in-Chief at thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will be printed as necessary.
Advertising
Contact The Cowl with advertising requests and questions at cowlads@providence.edu or, if 
necessary, via telephone at 401-865-2214. Visit www.thecowl.info for rates, publication dates, 
and other information about advertising with The Cowl.
Subscriptions
Subscription rate for a weekly issue by mail is $30 per year. Send payment to The Cowl, 1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918; make checks payable to The Cowl. Student 
subscription is included in tuition fee; issues are available around campus on Thursday nights.
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Student Congress Discusses Food, Alcohol, and Dance
by Ryan Post '14
News Staff
Student Congress
On Tuesday, March 8, Congress 
welcomed Stu Gerhardt, general manager 
of Dining Services, to discuss his plans 
and ideas for the culinary atmosphere at 
Providence College. Gerhardt was just 
recently hired to the position.
Gerhardt opened his discussion 
with the Congress by inviting students 
to express any questions or concerns 
regarding dining at the College.
"Dining Services is my responsibility 
one hundred percent, and I want to 
change past relationships [between the 
students and Sodexho] and get to know 
the students more," said Gerhardt.
Upon opening the floor to 
questions, Gerhardt received praise 
for enhancing the options at the salad 
bar in Raymond Hall Cafeteria, but 
also drew multiple questions and 
criticisms regarding both the new 
organization of the food in Ray and 
the structure and restrictions of the 
various meal plans.
Multiple Congress members 
challenged Gerhardt to change the 
arrangement of the cream cheese 
and butter available during breakfast 
hours, which are currently in large 
bowls protected by a glass, but used to 
be served in individual packages.
In response to these criticisms, Gerhardt 
said that "the cream cheese, butter, and 
RAY IS A PLACE THAT IS ALL YOU CAN EAT, AND 
IS NOT SET UP AS A TAKE OUT FACILITY.
jelly are staying as they are because they 
are better products" and save Sodexho 
money that can be spent on improving the 
quality of the main course entrees.
Other students inquired about the 
policies of taking food out of Ray, to 
which Gerhardt responded by saying, 
"Ray is a place that is all-you-can-eat, 
and is not set up as a take-out facility. 
Taking a wrapped up sandwich out isn't 
a big deal, but it is a big deal if students 
start taking four or five pieces of fruit or 
things like that. We want to control cost 
to improve the quality of food."
Discussion then shifted to Pete Van 
Name '11 who presented proposed 
legislation on McPhail's policy of not serving 
alcohol on Thursday nights. Van Name 
said that until September of 2008, McPhail's 
did serve alcoholic drinks on Thursdays, 
but that practice was stopped by the former 
dean of Students, Chris Fortunato, in hopes 
of reducing drinking at the College.
Van Name argued that McPhail's 
is currently not being used to its 
fullest extent on Thursday nights. 
Instead, it is used to host events that 
do not gain high student attendance.
Van Name and other members of 
the Congress discussed how making 
alcohol available to those students of age 
could increase participation in events 
commonly held in McPhail's, such as 
Grocery Bingo and Trivia Nights. Van 
Name argued that restricting the sale 
of alcohol at the College's only on- 
campus bar does not condone sobriety, 
as students are more likely to wander to 
off-campus bars and clubs instead.
If Congress votes on and passes 
the legislation, the administration 
will consider the suggestion, as 
"administration is always open to 
student ideas," said Van Name.
The final segment of the Congress 
pertained to the request of the unofficial 
Ballroom Dance club to obtain official 
club status with the College.
"We've been operating unofficially 
for the past four and a half years, and 
our members have been paying out of 
pocket," said a representative of the club.
The group of approximately 15 
students is looking to receive any amount 
of funding from Congress, as their current 
members no w pay for 10 lessons a semester 
at the price of $10 dollars a lesson, which is 
a very reasonable rate for ballroom dance 
lessons, but still a financial burden for 
many college students to manage.
When asked by Nick Mikula 'll what 
the club would use the money for, the 
representative said that they would "use 
part of the funds to substantiate lessons, 
and we'd also love to hold a dance."
This Week In Congress
-Met with Stu Gerhardt, 
General Manager of Dining Services
-Discussed McPhail's 
alcohol policy
-Met with representatives 
from unofficial Ballroom Dance Club
Providence Mayor Angel Tavares Visits PC
by Valerie Ferdon '12 
News Editor
Campus News
"I've had a very quiet first seven 
weeks as mayor," joked Providence 
Mayor Angel Tavares when he 
addressed the students gathered in 
Moore Hall III on March 7. Given 
the recent lay-off notifications sent 
to Providence public school teachers, 
there has been much controversy as 
to his method of dealing with the 
city's deficit.
"We are $109 million dollars 
in debt, and have a yearly budget 
of $640 million dollars," said 
Tavares. "Eighty -percent of the 
costs of running this city are the 
salaries of personnel. Although 
it is unpopular, if we are going to 
balance the budget, we have to cut 
down on personnel costs."
In order to cut back on costs, the 
mayor is looking to close four to six 
schools. While the specific schools to 
be closed have yet to be identified, all 
of the teachers are being laid off from 
their current positions and will be 
asked to reapply for the jobs available 
after the cutback.
"Right now, we have teachers 
being paid full salary and benefits, 
and are not even in the classroom," 
said Tavares. "We need to use this 
as an opportunity to be the most 
financially responsible. I believe that 
laying off the teachers is the right 
thing to do. We have challenges too 
big to play politics with."
As a life-time resident of the 
city (aside from the years he was at 
Harvard University and Georgetown 
School of Law), Tavares emphasized 
the quality of the Providence 
teachers and the education provided 
in the public schools.
"I appreciate tremendously the 
work that the Providence teachers do," 
said Tavares. "If this wasn't the case, 
I wouldn't be here standing in front 
of you. We will never be successful 
as a city if we do not continue being 
successful in our schools, but right 
now we have the lowest test scores in 
the state. Raising student performance 
has to be a priority."
Tavares acknowledged the fact 
that blame cannot be placed solely on 
the teachers.
RUTH DONACHEY ’13/THE COWL 
Tavares addresses students in Moore Hall III about various topics such as the teacher lay offs and student taxes.
"Our parents have to do better as 
well," said Tavares.
Tavares also made it clear that he 
does not favor a student tax. More 
than half of the land in the city is 
owned by tax exempt entities such 
as universities and hospitals, but 
he considers students to be major 
contributors to the city's economy 
and culture.
"We have some tough days ahead 
of us in the city," said Tavares. "I look 
forward to being in the forefront of 
these efforts."
When asked by a student whether 
he would be rooting for Georgetown 
(his alma mater) or PC, Tavares said 
PC, indefinitely.
"I remember as a young boy 
crossing the city and seeing the PC 
campus," said Tavares. "I was in 
awe. It was like being on the other 
side of the world."
Did you ever dream you 
were flying?
Come join NAUI Instructor Ken Skitt in the no gravity 
world of scuba diving.
Classes will be starting at PC in late March.
You too can become a NAUI Internationally Certified 
Scuba Diver by this summer!
E-mail Ken at Skitt4000@cox.net for more information 
and to register now.
Participants must be over 15 years old. Anyone under 18 must have a parent or guardian sign a waiver.
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Students and Faculty Debate: Is Gay the New Black?
by Micaela Cameron z13 
News Staff
Campus News
Black and white posters around 
campus posing the question: Is Gay 
the New Black? have been subject 
to much controversy. The posters 
were promoting the March 9 event 
sponsored by S.H.E.P.A.R.D. and 
S.O.A.R. comparing past and present 
civil rights movements.
The event opened with an original 
student documentary. The footage was 
shot around campus and asked students 
questions about die upcoming event.
Students were asked what came to 
mind when they heard the term "civil 
rights." Many responded with names 
such as Rosa Parks and Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Another question asked if 
it was fair to compare today's gay 
rights movement to the civil rights 
movement of the 1960s. Students 
provided mixed reactions, but most 
agreed that today's society is more 
accepting of such movements.
The event was described as a way to 
challenge people to think of similarities 
between what has happened in the 
past and what is happening today.
Bethany Killian '11 spoke about the 
title of the event.
"We don't believe that there is 
an answer, but we think it has to 
do with a lot of important things, 
such as racism, heterosexuality, and 
homophobia," said Killian. "We're 
not trying to say that gay is the new 
black. This is a discussion to get 
people to talk about such issues." 
A survey was administered in 
Raymond Hall which asked students 
to respond to various questions with 
yes, no, or maybe. In a question asking, 
"Is gay the new black?" 44.56 percent 
of students said yes, 50.78 said no, and 
4.66 said maybe.
The survey was designed to act as a 
precursor to the event and spark debate. 
The discussion at the event raised 
issues such as racism and homophobia.
"It's interesting that while talking 
about civil rights movements, 
women's rights were not brought 
up throughout the entire 
documentary," said Mitchell White '14. 
This opened a debate on the differences 
between the gay rights movement, the 
women's rights movement, and the 
civil rights movement of the 1960s. 
Many were in agreement that both the 
women's rights movement and the 
civil rights movement were unique 
because the groups differed from the 
"norm" due to physical characteristics. 
"There is a difference in movements 
when it is visible differences between 
groups versus invisible differences. 
It's easier to identify where you fall in 
a race or gender group," said Killian.
Students brought up the fact 
that champions for gay rights are 
often criticized, whereas champions 
for women's rights are not. 
The participants also discussed their 
reactions to the initial formation of 
the event.
Ian Mulhern '14 explained that he 
found posters for the event in the trash 
a few days after they were put up. 
"When first putting it [the 
documentary] up on YouTube, I got 
an inflammatory remark at the bottom 
of it. Obviously, a lot of people feel 
very strongly about this. I thought it 
was interesting that a random video 
was put up and someone already
BILLY NAWROCKI’11/THECOWL
Students gather to discuss the similarities among rights movements throughout American history.
commented on it. We were also 
interested to see people walk by the 
BMSA office and look at the poster 
and see the reactions," said Mulhern.
Attendees agreed that hatred comes 
from fear, which stems from a lack of 
education about topics such as race 
and sexuality.
The discussion turned to the 
controversial message on the posters. 
"I have a lot of friends who are upset 
that we, as a group, were saying 
that gay is the new black. I tried to 
reiterate that we were just asking the 
question, not making a statement," 
said Mulhern.
Mulhern continued, "I was looking 
at parallels. I was looking at rights more 
than issues of violence, personally. I 
wasn't making any comments on the 
magnitude of either situation."
Killian spoke on the tension between 
movements.
"With movements there tends to 
be tension. In the '60s, one of Martin 
Luther King Jr.'s advisors was an 
openly gay man, and he agreed that it 
would be best for the movement not to 
put that fact into the open. Movements 
need to support each other, it's not 
about which group needs to fight for 
the most opportunities," she said.
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS 
SCHOOL OF LAW-DARTMOUTH
We're
making history
you can too
► JD / JD/MBA / JD/MPP
► 3 + 3 program
► Flexible full-time, part-time programs
► Day & evening classes
► Exceptionally diverse student population
► Scholarships & fellowships
► Affordable tuition
► Bar prep course with a known rate of success
RSVP 508.985.1110
OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, March 26,10 am
Law School campus
333 Faunce Corner Rd, North Dartmouth, MA
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A Roman Catholic Take on the'Hook-Up Culture'
by Christine Rousselle '13
News Staff
Campus News
Donna Freitas, Ph.D., an associate 
professor of religion at Boston University, 
came to speak with students on Thursday, 
March 4, about the "Hook-up Culture" 
on college campuses and how this relates 
to religion. Freitas is the author of Sex and 
the Soul, which studies student attitudes 
toward sex and religion. Freitas' talk was 
THE CHURCH’S VIEWS ON SEX... DON’T DO IT, DON’T 
USE A CONDOM, AND DON’T BE GAY.
sponsored by Lectures and Catechesis of 
Campus Ministry.
Dr. Freitas said that she grew up in 
a traditional, Italian, Roman Catholic 
family, on and added that, "We did not 
talk about sex at all." She joked that the 
subject is so taboo in her house that she 
and her father do not acknowledge that 
she actually wrote a book about it. Freitas 
received a Ph.D. in religious studies and 
was inspired to research what her faith 
tradition said about dating.
She noticed that people seemed to 
"perk up" when sex and dating were 
discussed. She got a job teaching at a 
small, Catholic college, and decided 
to teach a course about spirituality 
and dating. She received an 
overwhelming response for her class 
and enrolled 21 students, despite 
reminding her students that her class 
"wasn't a how-to."
As the class began, Freitas said 
that the first half of the semester was 
essentially a "debrief of weekends." 
Students would discuss hooking up 
and other things that they did over the 
weekend. Students generally seemed 
to be happy with their behaviors. 
However, after spring break, the tone of 
the class changed. Initially, the students 
were happily discussing their spring 
break exploits, when a girl with a very 
bad reputation said that her frequent 
hook-ups were not making her happy. 
The rest of the class, stunned by this 
revelation, realized that they too were 
not entirely happy with hook-ups and 
had simply been playing along. Freitas 
said that they had all been lying about 
how awesome it was, and that her very 
"pro-sex" students said that they were 
unfulfilled by hook-up sex. Freitas 
credits this class for inspiring Sex and 
the Soul.
After the class realized that hook­
ups were not making them happy, they 
set out on a mission to create a dialogue 
on campus about sex. They eventually 
decided to create a newspaper, which 
they titled "Dateline SMC." The 
newspaper featured articles about 
students' sexual experiences and their 
feelings about hook-ups. The heavily 
featured story was one entitled, "Drink 
If You've Done It In the Road."
This story was about a student's 
experiences playing drinking games as 
a virgin freshman. She felt as though 
she had to lie about her experience in 
order to be accepted by her peers. She 
became sexually active soon after and 
she began to wonder if her reasons for 
having sex were because of that game. 
She was troubled by this thought, and 
wondered where her religious faith 
had gone.
Although the school promptly shut 
down any idea of a second issue of 
"Dateline SMC," the goal of creating 
conversation on campus was achieved. 
Freitas said that freshman and 
sophomore girls were most affected by 
the publication and "boys hated it."
The following year, Freitas got to 
work on creating Sex and the Soul. She 
created a survey and submitted it to 
a variety of colleges: secular public 
schools, secular private schools, 
Catholic schools, and Evangelical 
schools. Freitas said that she hoped 
she would get 400 surveys back, and 
she ended up getting more than 2,600. 
Her responders were about 65 percent 
female and 10 percent identified as 
LGBT. Additionally, she interviewed 
112 people.
The results of the survey were 
surprising. Approximately 80 percent of 
students identified as being religious or 
spiritual, but, evangelical students aside, 
most students said that they did not 
discuss religion or spirituality with their 
peers. Freitas said that students were 
likely to identify as "spiritual" because 
they felt the label was less restrictive and 
more accepting of their sexual desires.
Freitas says that students at
•V STUDENTS WERE LIKELY TO IDENTIFY AS ‘SPIRITUAL* 
BECAUSE THEY FELT THE LABEL WAS LESS RESTRICTIVE—
31 7
Catholic colleges tended to be 
"angry, sarcastic, and bitter" in 
regard to the Church's views on 
sex, and summed it up in three 
statements: "Don't do it, don't use a 
condom, and don't be gay."
Students like having sex, and they 
are willing to dismiss the Church's 
views to do so. Freitas said that 
students at Catholic schools were 
virtually indistinguishable from 
students at secular schools, except that 
Catholic students were more heavily 
involved in community service.
The students at evangelical colleges 
were much more conservative 
regarding sex than their peers at 
Catholic and secular institutions. At 
Evangelical schools, 37 percent of 
students said that chastity was valued 
on campus, and virtually no other 
students at the other schools agreed. 
Students at Catholic colleges were 
more likely to say that their peers were 
"too casual" or more casual about 
sex than students at secular schools. 
Freitas said that the lack of alcohol on 
the Evangelical campuses due to strict 
campus rules is the reason there is no 
hook-up culture at those schools.
Freitas said that she was surprised 
there was not even a "secret" drinking 
culture at Evangelical colleges; 
there legitimately was nothing. 
Freitas said that students did not link 
romance with sex, and that relationships 
tended to occur between older students 
who had "earned" their right to have one.
Students surveyed by Freitas said 
that romance involved things like 
candlelit dinners and kissing, not 
sex. It was suggested that the lack of 
romance was the reason why students 
felt so unsatisfied by hook-ups. 
Students were generally pleased 
and surpised by Freitas' talk and the 
message she provided.
Lauren Silveria '13 said, "[I] felt 
Freitas was a very good speaker. I 
was interested by how many students 
are not happy with just hooking up." 
Echoing her statements, Alanna Smith 
'14, said, "Freitas brought a mind­
opening, much-needed message to the 
PC Campus."
525 Eaton Street, 
Providence, RI
Visit our facebook 
at BIG TONY RI
PC CARD
ACCEPTED
Handtossed, Brick
Oven, NY Style
Thin Crust Pizza
wwwiigtony spizzari.com
Big Tony's
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THEFT: Leyden Urges Students
to be Cautious with Belongings
REALITY: Class of 2014 Surpasses 
Nation-Wide Drinking Levels
Continued from front page 
were made totaling $538. Purchases 
had been made at various places, 
including a Target store.
With this evidence, members 
of Providence College Security 
contacted the Target store, and 
acquired a video of a male customer 
who matched the suspect on the 
school's video. They were also able to 
track the suspect to a car, but upon 
THE SUSPECT, THEN IDENTIFIED AS WARREN 
CORREIA, WAS ALREADY IN THE HANDS OF THE POLICE.
investigating the license plate, found 
that it was not registered to him.
Unable to place a name to the face, 
Major Leyden and his staff decided to 
circulate the photographs of the suspect 
to surrounding academic institutions.
"We sent the suspect's 
photograph to the security offices 
at Brown, Johnson and Wales, and 
other colleges in the area," said 
Leyden. "Within a few days, we 
were informed that our suspect 
was the same individual who had 
been arrested at Brown University 
last year for exactly the same crime 
-stealing wallets from students at 
the gym."
They were also informed that the 
suspect, then identified as Warren 
Correia, was already in the hands 
of the police. Providence Police had
www.thecowl.com
ANGEL to be Replaced
Faculty and Students Discuss Options
by Jordan Frias '11
News Staff
Campus News
ANGEL will become a thing of 
the past for Providence College 
students starting July 2012. The 
program to take its place is currently 
being decided on by the Learning 
Management System (LMS) Task 
Force composed of 12 individuals, 
five of whom are faculty members.
The LMS Task Force is currently 
looking at two other learning 
management systems to take the 
place of ANGEL: Moodel and Sakai. 
These two open source products 
are from Moodel Rooms and 
rSmart, two companies, along with 
Blackboard, that support colleges 
and universities with the use of their 
open source products. Blackboard is 
a company that recently purchased 
ANGEL, forcing the college to 
consider using alternative learning 
management systems.
"We did not want to be in a situation 
again with a company that would be 
bought by somebody like Blackboard 
or Blackboard itself," said Charles 
Haberle, assistant vice president of 
Academic Affairs.
Moodel Rooms, rSmart, and 
Blackboard are the largest companies 
with the ability to purchase software 
companies. The task force is looking 
to choose software that is sure to be a 
longstanding option for the college to 
avoid having to deal with an outside 
company purchasing the school's 
software once again.
Rebecca Ramos, assistant vice 
president of Information Technology, 
said that she and other members 
arrested him for drugs and identity 
fraud earlier this year.
Correia plead guilty to the charges 
brought against him regarding the 
theft from the College.
"He is already facing numerous 
years in prison," said Leyden. 
"Pleading guilty to these charges just 
tacks on a few more months for him."
Leyden explained the importance of 
not leaving valuables unsecured.
"I trust the students would not 
take it, but you have to remember 
that other people come in and out 
of here," said Leyden. "We have an 
open campus, and do our best to 
monitor the vehicles that enter and 
exit. We write down every license 
plate, and have video surveillance 
all over."
This incident also highlights 
the investigative tools used by the 
Office of Safety and Security at the 
College, including the technology 
on campus, and the collaboration 
with the city police and the security 
of surrounding institutions. Major 
Leyden and his staff exhaust all 
means in order to ensure the safety 
and well-being of PC students and 
their belongings.
of the task force narrowed down 
the options to Moodle and Sakai 
after attending regional conferences 
on the software and talking to 
surrounding schools.
"They basically do the same thing," 
said Ramos when asked how these two 
models compare to ANGEL.
"There really isn't a consumer 
report on the three... it's pretty 
subjective [when it comes to choosing 
a type of software]."
Haberle says that it's a matter of 
preference when it comes to choosing 
between the different types of learning 
management systems.
In Nov. 2010, all three companies 
were invited to Providence College 
to give a presentation about their 
software to students, faculty, and staff. 
The consensus was that Moodle and 
Sakai were more appealing to students 
than Blackboard.
The LMS Task Force is organizing 
two 40 to 45 minute demonstration 
evaluation sessions for both faculty and 
students. The first session is scheduled 
for Tuesday, March 22 in room 223 of 
the Philips Memorial Library from 2:30 
p.m. to 4 p.m. The second will be held 
on Friday, March 25 from 12:30 p.m. to 
2 p.m. in Howley 321.
Members of the freshman and 
sophomore classes are encouraged 
to participate since they will be 
directly affected by the change in 
software during their final years at 
Providence College.
Student feedback will be taken into 
consideration by the task force, but 
will not be the determining factor in 
their decision making process.
"This [change in software] is 
going to have a big impact on how 
teachers teach and how students 
learn," said Haberle.
Continued from front page
Providence College with bad drinking 
habits before their semester begins.
Sears has acquired this information 
from survey results of 965 students 
from the class of 2014. Surveys were 
conducted during the summer and were 
created by Alcohol EDU. According to 
Sears, in terms of drinking habits, the 
current freshman class ranks higher 
than the national level of incoming 
freshmen. In terms of high risk drinking, 
commonly known as binge drinking, 
nine percent of the freshman class 
admitted to engaging in frequent binge 
drinking throughout their senior year 
in high school. The national level is 12 
percent. "High risk drinking" is defined 
as 8 or more drinks for women and 10 
or more drinks for men. This percentage 
stood out to Sears more than any other.
"It's a problem nationally where we 
fall into a different category," Sears said.
According to Sears, our identity as a 
Catholic college along with our geographic 
location in the northeast makes us more 
prone to drinking than other colleges and 
universities nationwide.
Sears also explained how the number of 
transports among freshmen is 49 percent 
higher for the class of 2014 than for the 
class of 2013.
"The busiest weekend was JRW 
weekend, with 10 transports total," 
said Sears.
Fifty seven percent of the transports 
for all classes this year occurred off 
campus and about 17 percent occurred 
on campus. Sears reported that Late 
Night Madness weekend saw a total 
of six transports while Halloween 
weekend saw a total of seven.
Sears also reported that two 
students out of the 58 transported were 
transported a second time after their 
first offense this academic year. These 
students are currently going through 
the judicial process.
"It's extremely rare throughout the 
years that we see a second transport... 
It could be two years from now until a 
second transport," Sears said.
Sears believes that the B.A.S.I.C.S. 
program has been effective since its 
implementation in 2007 at Providence 
College and has reduced the chances 
of repeat offenders in terms of 
alcohol-related issues. He also credits 
the multiple alcohol initiatives for 
their effectiveness since they were 
established at the College in 2008.
Sears mentioned that the College has 
trained their staff members to better deal 
with issues involving alcohol. He also 
highlighted the fact that 102 weekend 
activities were held on campus last 
semester by S.A.I.L., student groups, 
Residence Life, and McPhail's to provide 
rental Property:
582 Admiral Street
► Each apartment has 3 bedrooms, bathroom, 
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students with an alternative option for the 
night rather than drinking off campus.
Although the number of transports 
and the statistics on the drinking habits 
of the freshman class might appear to be 
alarming, Sears says that this comes with 
the improvements that have been made.
"By having [security and Res life] 
trained more sensitively.. .it's more likely 
that a transport will take place," Sears said.
"We're much more vigilant 
regarding looking for signs and getting 
students the help that they need if they 
are under the influence."
Meghan Thomas, Raymond Hall 
director, who is currently working 
on her master's degree in counseling 
at Providence College, was asked to 
compare our alcohol initiatives to 
that of the following colleges and 
universities: Holy Cross, Fairfield, 
Stonehill, Villanova, Boston College, 
and UMass Amherst. She was then 
asked to make recommendations to 
the school on which initiatives they 
were missing.
"There really wasn't a heck of a lot 
to recommend," said Thomas. "But at 
the same time, we still have this issue 
on campus."
Katie Gates, Health and Wellness 
coordinator, is currently working on a 
newsletter for spring semester which is 
dedicated to alcohol awareness.
Gates believes that the 
misconceptions about drinking cause 
students to overestimate their limits at 
Providence College. One of the biggest 
myths have to do with ones tolerance 
for alcohol.
"[Drinking a lot] doesn't give you 
tolerance," Gates said. "People develop 
a tolerance as a result of drinking."
She also emphasized the fact that 
students harm themselves when the 
attempt to predict how much liquor 
they can handle.
"There are too many factors to list 
physiologically to ever predict that 
[your tolerance] is a static thing... 
because you are changing all of the 
time," said Gates.
Students often judge how much they 
drink based off the amount of cups they 
had without ever considering the size 
of their cups. Gates says that a red solo 
cup holds 16 ounces of beer which is 
4 ounces more than the recommended 
amount of beer.
"[The size of a solo cup] is very 
dangerous because you underestimate 
how much you actually are drinking," 
said Gates.
There is no doubt that these 
discrepancies can lead to harmful 
behaviors and should be avoided 
if we truly want to understand our 
drinking culture.
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DRINKING: Four Class Perspectives onDrinking at Providence College
Compiled by The News Staff
Most members of the senior class 
at Providence College are 21 by now 
and are able to drink at legitimate 
establishments downtown as well as 
the on-campus bar McPhail's. This, 
however, does not mean that all seniors 
choose to drink responsibly.
Seniors interviewed agree that our 
school's drinking culture is not that 
much worse than some of the colleges 
they have visited. A student from the 
state of Georgia described how colleges 
in the south are known for their sororities 
and fraternities, which encourage their 
members to indulge in drinking, but are 
not often penalized for it.
"Maybe their alcohol consumption 
isn't reported as much because their 
university administrators don't care as 
much as ours do," this senior said. "That's 
a main attraction for their students."
Senior students agreed that 
Providence College's continued 
appearance on Princeton Review's list 
for hard liquor and beer is something 
that causes the administration to be 
alarmed, but should not be. They 
believe that the drinking habits of 
smaller schools like PC tend to be in the 
forefront regardless of whether or not a 
drinking issue actually exists there.
The seniors interviewed shared 
their opinions on how strict our school 
is in terms of school policy and the 
policies of the Office of Residence Life.
"[Other schools] are much more 
open with their alcohol/' said a 
senior. "We're much more discreet 
with our drinking."
The school's attitude towards 
drinking and its programing have not 
done much to provide underclassmen 
with alternatives to drinking on the 
weekends, according to some seniors.
"I think there's not really a lot for 
kids who aren't 21 to do, so they drink a 
lot in their dorm rooms," said a senior.
Seniors, for the most part, believe 
that a drinking problem does exist 
amongst the freshman and sophomore 
classes more so than the junior and 
senior classes, despite transports from 
both JRW and senior nights.
One of the senior girls interviewed 
described how she saw one of her 
classmates wheeled out of 111 Nights.
"It was just interesting to 
see that seniors are still being 
transported second semester of 
our year," she said.
Senior class students interviewed 
are in a consensus that upperclassmen 
know their limitations in comparison 
to younger students. This is due to the 
fact that they are older and tend to 
spend more money on drinks in age- 
appropriate bars compared to local 
"PC" bars. Therefore, they pregame 
less than freshmen or sophomores do 
in their dorm rooms.
One senior suggested that the school 
should make the Eastside shuttle more 
readily available on the weekends 
to allow students the opportunity to 
venture to5 places on Thayer Street 
rather than Eaton Street or a local bar.
Members of the junior class have either 
recently turned, or will be turning, the 
coveted 21-years-old. After more than two 
years of experience at PC, these students 
provide an authoritative perspective on 
college binge-drinking.
"Yes, people do go out a lot here, 
perhaps more so than other schools, but 
there is also a trade-off; at schools where 
drinking is less prevalent, there is higher 
drug use than there is at PC. Whether or 
not this is better or worse, I don't know," 
said one junior.
Many students agreed that the "issue" 
should not be defined as a severe problem 
because of the involvement and good 
work ethic that characterizes the typical 
PC student.
"The same people I see out both nights 
of the weekend and sometimes during 
the week are the same people I see in 
class; doing work in the library. They are 
are intelligent and good people," said 
one student.
Another student concurred "I think 
that if the library and gym were empty 
every night because too many students 
were out getting drunk, then there would 
be a problem. The library and gym are 
never empty at PC."
The students all expressed concern 
over the amount of alcohol consumed 
by their peers. They cited transports 
and sickness as commonalities 
at the College. They said that the 
administration's strict policies in some 
ways contribute to the problem.
"The problem is, when students are 
worried about their RA knocking on the 
door, they are going to opt for hard-alcohol 
(beer cans take up a lot of space and are 
messy). Hard alcohol is easier to hide, 
because it is just one bottle, as opposed to 
multiple cans. Students can put it in a water 
bottle. Not only are students drinking hard 
alcohol, but they are also drinking it quickly. 
If they are worried an RA is coming back 
in a half hour on their rounds, they are not 
going to sip a beer casually, they are going 
to rip shots of hard alcohol quickly," said 
one junior.
Another junior, however, believes that 
the drinking issue is indeed a problem.
"It stems from the fact that people 
are unmotivated here. And many 
of the teachers give them little 
reason to be motivated. If drinking 
comes before academics, there is a 
problem," said one junior.
This student also places blame on 
the administration, and the difficulty of 
courses at the College.
"The administration could make 
classes challenge students more or 
enforce the attendance policy of three 
absences. Drinking can be fun if done in 
a healthy manner. But if students (who 
are not naturally brilliant) can get away 
with partying four times during the 
school week, the school is failing in its 
educational mission," said a junior.
She continued,"Life is so much 
more than drinking, but most PC 
students think it's everything."
"Compared to the colleges that 
my friends go to, PC is definitely 
more of a party school. My friends 
who go to other schools in the 
area always want to come here 
for the weekend because we have 
more options. We can go to bars or 
houses depending on what we feel 
like doing," said a sophomore.
When asked if she believed that the 
College had a problem with excessive 
drinking, her tone changed.
"It sometimes seems like people 
need alcohol to have fun here. We're 
always pre-gaming before every 
event and I guess a lot of people go 
overboard when they drink. At the 
same time, though, drinking is a good 
way to unwind after a stressful week. 
As long as no one is getting hurt, I don't 
see it as a problem. People are going to 
drink in college no matter what."
Another student commented on the 
school's alcohol policy.
"I think it's easy to sneak alcohol 
into the dorms. I feel like the RA's 
know we drink in our rooms before we 
go out, but a lot of them pretend like 
they don't know about it."
Additionally, one student was 
adamant that PC did not have a 
drinking problem, and instead blamed 
the bar scene for the school's "party 
school" reputation. She proclaimed, 
"People here pre-game longer and 
more aggressively than at other 
schools" because they do not want to 
spend lots of money at bars, and this 
fact could be responsible for people 
thinking a problem exists.
A non-drinking student spoke on the 
presence of alcohol on campus.
"I definitely think I am in the minority 
of students who don't drink. I have a few 
close friends who don't drink as well, 
but I think it's rare to find that."
She continued, "I don't care 
if my classmates drink. If I 
don't want to, I don't feel like 
I'm pressured to. Sometimes it 
seems like there's a dividing line 
which separates people at this 
school between drinkers and 
nondrinkers."
A third student also commented on 
the College's efforts to stop drinking 
on campus.
"I know of RA's who drink and go 
out with their residents. I don't think 
the drinking policy is enforced very 
strictly and it's easy to get around. All 
you have to do is make sure the alcohol 
is hidden and you're fine. Based on 
the alcohol policy here, it seems like 
the administration doesn't care if we 
drink, as long as it's off campus. They 
probably know we all are drinking, but 
would rather have it occur away from 
the school. I think they don't want 
to be responsible if anything were to 
happen to a student while drinking, 
which is understandable."
In the eyes of many freshmen, the 
College has become known not only 
as a Dominican Catholic college but 
also as a "party school" Wednesday 
through Saturday.
Some freshmen, however, do not see 
drinking at the College as a problem at all.
"There really is no drinking problem 
at PC, because drinking here is almost 
all off-campus. Students at other 
schools cause a disruption on campus, 
which makes it so much worse," said a 
female freshman.
It also appears to be a common theme 
among freshman students that the issue 
of drinking is blown out of proportion 
by the administration at tire College. 
Another freshman said, "Drinking 
is a problem everywhere, although 
everyone blows up the 'hard alcohol' 
[Princeton Review] ranking here."
Despite these opinions, binge 
drinking persists as an issue on the 
Providence campus. Drinking before 
going to a bar or house party, or "pre­
gaming," has led to students over­
consuming their tolerable amount 
before even leaving their dorm room.
"Back in November, I 
remember my friend said she 
wanted to get to the bar early, 
so she threw down seven shots 
in less than a half hour. We 
couldn't even make it to the bar 
because she started throwing 
up all over her bed. We ended 
up taking care of her the whole 
night," said a freshman.
The amount each student drinks 
seems to vary greatly, but the one 
common factor is that students at the 
College do not seem to drink to be 
social, but rather drink to get drunk.
Another male freshman said, "We 
always pre-game pretty hard, but that's 
because we don't want to spend too 
much money when we get to the bar. We 
usually end up being drunk before we 
even get to the bar."
With various bars close by that are 
notorious for letting in underage students 
and a large population of students living 
in off-campus apartments adjacent to 
the College, many are not surprised by 
the drinking practices at Providence, 
and they claim the atmosphere is a 
breeding ground for excessive alcohol 
consumption.
"People drink at college, especially 
PC, simply because they can. Your 
parents aren't here and it's just a fun 
thing to do," said one freshman.
In response to the issue of alcohol, 
the College's administration has taken 
multiple efforts to reduce the practice; 
however, the question remains if any 
amount of school-sponsored activities 
and repercussions will actually 
limit drinking. "The administration 
should accept drinking because they 
can't stop it completely. They just 
need to make sure it doesn't get too 
out of control."
Class of 2014Class of 2013Class of 2012Class of 2011
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DON'T BINGE DRINK
Among 18 to 24-year-olds in the United States, 
injuries are the leading cause of death, and 
alcohol is the leading contributor, being a 
factor in more than 5,000 deaths in that age 
group each year. To place that number in 
perspective, it exceeds the total number of U.S. 
soldiers who have died in the war in Iraq.*
*National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, Division of Epidemiology and 
Prevention Research, 5635 Fishers Lane, Room 2077, Bethesda, Maryland 20892-9304
THINK
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Supreme Court Defends the First Amendment
by Adam Staropoli '14
World Staff
United States
In a country founded on the doctrines 
of liberty and individual freedoms, it 
is not often that the majority of people 
in the United States disagree with a 
court decision defending civil liberties 
guaranteed by the Constitution. Yet, 
this has been the case following the 
Supreme Court decision of Snyder v. 
Phelps, effectively proclaiming the 
outlandish protests of the Westboro 
Baptist Church as protected by the First 
Amendment, which guarantees the 
rights of free speech in this country. 
Many are aghast with this ruling that 
protects the church, which preaches 
that the thousands of military deaths in 
Afghanistan and Iraq are punishment 
for the immorality of Americans, 
including tolerance of homosexuality 
and abortion.
The Westboro Baptist Church has 
been identified by a BBC documentary 
as the "most hated family in America," 
a title which many feel is fitting. 
Founded by Reverend Fred Phelps, 
the Protestant organization has for 
years protested the funerals of fallen 
soldiers and marines with signs stating 
"America is Doomed" and "Thank 
God for Dead Soldiers." Indeed, Snyder 
v. Phelps developed out of a protest at 
the funeral of a Marine who had died 
in Iraq, Lance Corporal Matthew A. 
Snyder. The father of the fallen Marine, 
Albert Snyder, filed a lawsuit against 
the protestors claiming they had, as The
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Members of the Phelps family leaving the Supreme Court, surrounded by members of the 
Westboro Baptist Church.
New York Times reported, "intentionally 
inflicted emotional distress." A local 
court awarded the case to the Snyder 
family, but the Westboro Baptist Church 
appealed the ruling to a higher court, 
which, when it eventually reached the 
Supreme Court, in an 8-1 vote ruled 
the trial in favor of the Westboro 
Baptist Church.
Supreme Court Chief Justice John 
Roberts was at the head of the defense 
of the First Amendment. The New York 
Times reports, "Chief Justice Roberts 
used sweeping language culled from 
the First Amendment canon in setting 
out the central place free speech plays 
in the constitutional structure. 'Debate 
on public issues should be robust, 
uninhibited and wide-open,' he wrote, 
because 'speech on public issues 
occupies the highest run of hierarchy of
First Amendment values.'"
The Supreme Court argument for 
the ruling in favor of the church was 
based on two primary reasons. First, 
the Court argued that the speech of the 
church was based on matters of public 
concern. Chief Justice Roberts affirmed 
to BBC that while the messages of the 
church "may fall short of refined social 
or political commentary, the issues 
they highlight-the political and moral 
conduct of the United States, the fate of 
our nation, homosexuality, and scandals 
involving the Catholic clergy-are 
matters of public import."
Second, the Supreme Court noted that 
while the church's protests are presented 
in a disrespectful manner, they had the 
right to be there and complied with 
all state protest and demonstration 
laws. In fact, BBC News further tells 
us, "members of the Westboro Baptist 
Church traveled from their base in 
Kansas to the funeral site, alerted local 
police of their planned protest, and 
picketed peacefully, on public land, in 
accordance with police guidance."
Still, Supreme Court Justice Samuel 
Alito has dissented to the court's 
decision. He likened the demonstrations 
of the church to "fighting words," which 
can incite negative or even violent 
behavior and have no guaranteed 
protection under the First Amendment 
of the Constitution. According to Alito, 
"[OJur profound national commitment 
to free and open debate is not license for 
the vicious verbal assault that occurred 
in this case." He continued to say, "In 
order to have a society in which public 
issues can be openly and vigorously 
debated, it is not necessary to allow 
brutalization of innocent victims."
Still, this court case has proven to be 
yet another example of the question over 
the limits of constitutional freedoms in 
this country. Similar to the debate over 
the constitutionality of banning flag 
burning, many Americans seem keen 
to limiting the nature of some liberties. 
Indeed, the Supreme Court, in this case, 
is showing its ability to protect the rights 
of the American people. As Chief Justice 
Roberts continues to argue, "speech is 
powerful. It can stir people to action, 
move them to tears of both joy and 
sorrow, and inflict great pain, but under 
the First Amendment, we cannot react 
to that pain by punishing the speaker."
Former LeadersTried for Child Abduction
by Lynnzie Marinaccio '13 
World Staff
Argentina
The late 1970s and early 1980s mark 
what is perhaps Argentina's darkest 
period in history. During what is 
known as the "Dirty War," a military 
dictatorship ruled the country from 
1976 to 1983, committing countless 
atrocities and human rights violations. 
The military was responsible for the 
disappearances of over 30,000 people, 
as the slightest sign of dissent or 
disagreement was seen as a threat 
to the government. People from all 
walks of life fell victim to this brutality, 
as political activists, union leaders, 
scholars, students, and just about 
anyone who dared to voice an opinion 
that differed from that of the military 
regime were kidnapped, brought to 
secret detention centers, tortured, 
and murdered.
Among the long list of offenses 
was the stealing of babies and young 
children who were either abducted 
along with their parents or were bom 
to the prisoners once they were already 
in captivity. The children were taken 
from their parents and given to total 
strangers. Some of the adoptive families 
were involved in the regime themselves 
and some had absolutely no idea about 
their child's origins. The babies were 
given completely new identities and 
knew absolutely nothing about their 
birth parents and their disappearances 
as they grew up. After years and 
years of relentless investigating and 
searching, many of the children were
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Former dictators Reynaldo Bignone (left) and Jorge Rafael Videla (right) at their trial in Buenos Aires.
finally tracked down and identified.
Now, more than three decades later, 
the children, now adults, and their 
families have a chance at justice. Last 
week, eight former military leaders 
were put on trial and accused of these 
abductions. This group of accused men 
includes two of the country's previous 
dictators-Jorge Rafael Videla, who 
commanded the nation until 1981 after 
overthrowing Argentina's president 
Isabel Martinez de Peron in 1976, and 
General Reynaldo Benito Bignone, 
who was in control from 1982 until the 
end of the dictatorship in 1983. In Dec 
2010, Videla was convicted of human 
rights violations and sentenced to life 
in prison. In April 2010, Bignone was 
convicted of kidnapping and torturing 
56 people and received a 25-year prison 
sentence. Their specific accusations in 
this trial include the theft of 34 babies. 
An estimated 370 witnesses will 
eventually take the stand to testify.
Among the plaintiffs in this case are 
the grandmothers of the Plaza de Mayo, 
who played an essential role in finding 
the stolen children, collecting evidence 
and information, and bringing this trial 
forward. The grandmothers took action 
and fought against the corruption 
and cruelty of the dictatorship at a 
time of absolute terror. They began 
as a group of women whose children, 
either pregnant or with small children, 
had disappeared and who wanted 
answers about their family members. 
They began by meeting every week at 
the Plaza de Mayo, an open and well- 
known square in Buenos Aires, where 
they would slowly walk around in 
silence while carrying pictures of their 
missing relatives. Then they began 
meeting secretly, investigating any bit 
of information that they could find 
and following any clue that they were 
given. If they were given a lead that 
a certain person was involved in the 
kidnappings, they would find a way 
to observe that person, by posing as a 
maid at his house, getting a haircut at 
his salon, or having a husband pose 
as a plumber. To the outsider, they 
appeared to be normal, elderly women 
having tea or eating lunch, for they 
could not afford to look suspicious in 
any possible way. The grandmothers 
created a list of all the missing children 
and were eventually able to discover 
the locations of some of them.
They sent this list and their other 
findings to human rights groups 
and other organizations around the 
world, and the outside support and 
international recognition contributed 
greatly to their success. They eventually 
worked with scientists and genetics 
specialists from the United States to 
develop a DNA test that could link 
grandparents and grandchildren. 
Since almost all of the children's 
parents had been killed in captivity, 
they were missing the link that was 
traditionally used to confirm familial 
relations. The grandmothers were the 
first people to ever use DNA testing 
to prove grandparentage, and their 
work marked the first time that genetic 
testing had ever been used in this sort 
of criminal case. Thirty-three years 
later, their evidence and hard work 
have been brought to the courtroom 
in what is expected to be a long trial, 
possibly lasting for eight months. Until 
then, only time will tell if the military 
leaders will be convicted and if justice 
will be served.
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FAIRFIELD UNIVERSITY 
Summer Courses
America's Last WWI
Veteran Diesat 110
by Rebecca Larrivee '13
World Staff
United States
On Campus Courses:
1-Week Sessions:
May 25 - June 1
August 3-9
4-Week Sessions:
June 6-July 1
July 5 - August 1
Over 50 Online
Courses Offered!
Subject Areas:
Biology 
Business 
Chemistry 
Communication 
Economics 
English
Film
Foreign Languages
History 
Mathematics 
Philosophy
Physics 
Psychology 
Religious Studies 
Sociology 
Studio Arts
Summer Registration Starts April 4th 
Course details and online registration:
fairfield.edu/ucsummer.
Or register by calling (203) 254-4288 
ucsummerclasses@fairfield.edu
Expanding Knowledge. Inspiring Lives.
The 20th century was a period of great triumph and turmoil in America. 
The century featured a shift in American policy from isolationism to 
imperialism, two major world wars, and other smaller yet equally dividing 
conflicts in Korea, Vietnam, and Iraq. A crash in the stock market in 1929 
brought the country to a halt, and inflation in the 1970s led to the rationing 
of gasoline. The century witnessed great figures such as Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Franklin Roosevelt, and Henry Ford. American innovation was 
at a high. The Wright brothers learned how to fly, Henry Ford developed 
the car, and Bill Gates developed a feasible home computer system. Vince 
Lombardi led the Green Bay Packers to victories in Superbowls I and II 
and Jackie Robinson broke the color barrier. Man walked on the moon 
and Einstein developed the atomic bomb. Not many people can claim to 
have been alive to witness all of these achievements, and even fewer can 
claim to have been able to witness the progress of the 21st century as well. 
Unfortunately, this number was reduced even further by the recent death 
of Frank Woodruff Buckles.
Mr. Buckles of West Virginia was 110 years old when he passed away on 
Feb. 27. With his death America lost not only an extraordinary person who 
witnessed this history, but also the country's last World War I veteran. Mr. 
Buckles was only 16 when he enlisted in the Army for World War I. When 
asked about his story, he stated that "I was just 16 and didn't look a day 
older. I confess to you that I lied to more than one recruiter. I gave them 
my solemn word that I was 18, but I'd left my birth certificate back home 
in the family Bible. They'd take one look at me and laugh, and tell me to 
go home before my mother noticed I was gone." He tried to sign on with 
several different branches of the military including the Air Force and the 
Navy, but only the Army recruiter accepted his story and enlisted him on 
the spot in 1917, according to a press release from the DC Military Web site.
After enlisting, Buckles served as an ambulance driver for the armed 
forces and was honorably discharged after the armistice. During World 
War II, he was detained in a Japanese prison camp after being arrested 
at a civilian post in the Philippines during the Japanese invasion, a camp 
he was unable to escape from until 1945. After his wartime experiences, 
Buckles made a point to lobby for veterans across the country whom he 
believed deserved honor and respect for their tremendous service to their 
country. His work as a spokesperson for veterans as well as his services 
in the American Armed Forces earned him a visit to the White House. 
Buckles was also given a special position for the unveiling of the World 
War I monument, where he represented all World War I veterans.
Pakistan Denies Immunity to US. Agent
by Ben Remillard '13
World Staff
Pakistan
On Jan. 27, Raymond Davis shot 
and killed two men while working for 
the U.S. embassy in Pakistan, 18-year- 
old Mohammad Faheem and 23-year- 
old Faizan Haider. Davis says that he 
was stopped at a traffic light when 
the two men pulled up alongside him 
on a motorcycle, brandishing guns. 
Davis then shot the two men in self­
defense and called in aid from the U.S. 
Embassy. The car from the embassy 
arrived at the scene after running 
over and killing a pedestrian near the 
location of the incident. Since then, 
Davis has been held by the Pakistani 
government for two counts of murder 
and for illegally carrying a firearm. 
The driver of the embassy car that 
killed the pedestrian has also been 
taken into custody.
Local Pakistanis are outraged over 
the incident. Immediately following 
the shootings, dozens of people came 
to the scene, obstructing traffic and 
preventing the two American drivers 
from leaving the scene. BBC reports 
that they began burning tires to protest 
the killings before moving to the police 
station where Davis was taken. In 
Pakistan, the possible punishment that 
Davis could face for murder would be 
life in prison, with the possibility of a 
death sentence. What has complicated 
matters has been the ongoing feud 
between the U.S. and Pakistan as to 
whether or not Davis qualifies for 
diplomatic immunity.
Following the incident, the U.S.
Pakistani police escort Raymond Davis to court. Davis had strong ties with the CIA.
embassy called on Davis to be 
released and returned home, as 
he was protected by the Vienna 
Convention of Diplomatic Relations, 
guaranteeing his diplomatic 
immunity. A spokesperson from 
the embassy said that Davis is 
a diplomat "assigned to the U.S. 
Embassy in Islamabad, has a U.S. 
diplomatic passport and Pakistani 
visa, valid until June 2012. Local 
police and senior authorities failed 
to observe their legal obligation to 
verify his status." In the following 
weeks, President Obama personally 
defended Davis, citing his position 
as a diplomat to guarantee a safe trip 
home. Senator John Kerry, acting as 
envoy to Pakistan, said that should 
Davis be released, he would face an 
inquiry in the U.S. BBC has since 
reported, however, that U.S. officials 
have revealed that Davis is a CIA 
contractor.
From the start, there was strong 
opposition in Pakistan to let Davis 
go back to America. A week after 
the deaths, Shumaila, the wife of 
Mohammad Faheem, killed herself 
by ingesting rat poison. The BBC 
reports that in her dying statements 
she said that she did not believe that 
Davis would ever face justice for his 
acts. Building off of events such as 
these, Zahid Hussain, a journalist in 
Islamabad, said in February that "the 
matter is now out of the hands of the 
Pakistan government. The local media 
has definitely been sensationalizing 
the entire episode." He argued that 
"Pakistan's 1973 constitution does 
not grant diplomatic immunity in the 
case of criminal offences in certain 
circumstances."
In a recent report made by Lahore 
city police chief Aslam Tareen, it was 
shown that Davis was not shooting 
in self-defense. The forensic reports 
showed that both men were shot in 
the back, one of whom was running 
away. There were also no fingerprints 
on either man's gun, contradicting 
Davis' claims that the two men pulled 
their weapons on him first. Tests 
showed that the bullets remained in 
the guns' magazines, and that they 
never entered the chambers. "It was 
cold-blooded murder," said Tareen. 
"Eyewitnesses have told police that 
he directly shot at them and he kept 
shooting even when one was running 
away. It was an intentional murder." As 
such, Pakistani courts ruled on March 
3 that Davis would not be receiving 
diplomatic immunity, and would be 
forced to face Pakistan's justice system.
This incident is just the most recent 
in a series of tensions between the two 
nations. The U.S. is Pakistan's biggest 
aid donor, sending over $3 billion a 
year to help the U.S. in the fight against 
terrorism. BBC reports that even though 
U.S. officials have denied them, there 
have been reports throughout the U.S. 
media that funding might be cut, and 
that bilateral talks might end between 
the two nations. On the Pakistani side, 
the growing resistance to U.S. aims 
in Pakistan due to increased drone 
attacks in the northwest, which have 
resulted in killing the civilians, as well 
as America's continued presence in 
neighboring Afghanistan, has further 
strained relations, according to 
the BBC.
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By Andrew Gellert ’13, Asst. World Editor
Unemployment Stagnation Continues
The Bureau of Labor Statistics 
released their seasonally-adjusted 
estimate of the unemployment rate 
on March 4. The data release was not 
encouraging; unemployment declined 
a virtually meaningless .1 percent to 
8.9 percent in February, down from 9.0 
percent in January. Both the household 
survey, which measures unemployment 
by taking phone surveys of homes in 
the U.S., and the payroll survey, which 
consults with employers to gather 
data, showed little improvement. The 
BLS reports that most of the job gains 
came from the manufacturing and 
service sectors.
The labor force participation rate did 
not change appreciably. This indicates 
that the stagnancy of unemployment 
recovery has ceased to drive potential 
workers away from job-seeking 
behavior. The small gain in the 
unemployment rate reflects real gain 
in jobs, as opposed to more workers 
fleeing the unfavorable job market. 
If the exodus from the labor force has 
ended, unemployment may soon begin 
a true recovery. The Wall Street Journal 
reported growth in the manufacturing 
sector as measured by the Institute 
for Supply Management. With the 
exception of housing, most of the 
economy has already begun to recover 
from the depths of the recession. 
Expansion will require new hiring as 
businesses strive to achieve their pre­
crisis peaks of output.
It is possible that unemployment 
will actually worsen on paper as 
hiring resumes. If companies add 
more workers, discouraged job­
seekers will rejoin the labor force when 
they notice that more employment 
opportunities are appearing. Because 
the unemployment rate is measured 
by the number of unemployed divided 
by the total labor force, a larger labor 
force makes the rate increase even 
though the job market is actually 
improving. Assuming this recovery 
maintains its momentum in the face 
of rising oil prices and the continued 
dead weight of the housing sector, 
unemployment could climb to as high 
as 9.5 percent again.
However, the Institute for Supply 
Management also reports that many 
industries are experiencing inflation. 
A weak dollar and loose monetary 
policy could produce a general rise 
in prices that would delay recovery. 
The Federal Reserve does not expect 
inflation to rise significantly despite 
low interest rates. Food and fuel prices 
have increased sharply, but this could 
be explained by volatility in oil prices 
due to Middle East unrest. Inventories 
are declining, meaning companies 
will need to increase output to keep 
up with demand. Although producers 
need more workers to produce more 
goods, high prices of inputs would 
discourage them from hiring.
The Bureau of Labor Statistics 
reports that productivity in the fourth 
quarter of 2010 continued to rise at 
a 2.6 percent annual rate. Firms are 
striving to get as much out of their 
current employees as possible before 
hiring new ones. They will soon reach 
a point where they can only increase 
output by adding more workers. 
Declining inventories and an increase 
in input price are contradictory forces 
that require employers to make trade­
offs. They can hire more workers and 
increase output while risking inflation. 
In the worst-case scenario, the recovery 
fails and the U.S. experiences another 
recession. This would leave them with 
expensive costs and dropping prices, 
as their output outstrips demand. If 
employers decide not to resume hiring, 
they could miss out on a recovery cycle 
that would boost revenue and allow 
them to expand their businesses.
Despite the spike in oil prices, 
stock markets have continued to rally 
and manufacturing has maintained 
its growth. It seems likely that 
unemployment will continue to 
stay between 8.5 and 9.5 percent for 
the foreseeable future, but the job 
market will steadily improve. Long­
term inflation, while dangerous, 
appears unlikely. As long as the 
Federal Reserve keeps a close eye on 
inflation, the recovery will continue. 
Slow growth throughout the economy 
will eventually revive the housing 
industry as wealthier consumers 
seek new homes. The job market may 
look anemic, but the stagnancy hides 
increases in output and productivity 
that dictate future recovery.
___________ Two Exams, One Night___________
By: Arman Oganisian T 3, World Editor
Sometimes it feels as if all the professors on campus have collaborated and planned to have all their 
exams occur just a few days apart (if not on the very same day). This burdens college students by forcing 
them to make trade-offs. Freshmen and sophomores at Providence College face most of these trade-offs 
with Western Civilization and one or more conflicting exams.
If a student has one night to study for a Civ exam and an economics exam scheduled for the next day, 
studying for the Civ exam is the best option. DWC is a five-credit course while economics is three credits. 
Even if a student receives an A in both classes, the five-credit class yields more grade points and, therefore, 
has a larger effect on GPA. The trade-off is good. The opportunity cost of studying for the economics exam 
is simply too high. An A in the economics class yields 12 grade points (3x4) while an A in DWC earns 20 
(5x4). The opportunity cost of studying for economics is 8 grade points! Every second spent on studying for 
economics could have been spent on a class weighing (a lot) heavier on a student's GPA.
Assuming the student receives and B- in DWC and an A in economics, the B- still yields greater grade 
points ((4.0x3)<(2.67x5))l This is precisely why underclassmen find DWC so irksome. The course simply has 
a higher priority in terms of its effect on GPA. This tempts students to put more time into DWC than into 
courses they may care more about (assuming GPA is their top priority).
Even if the student will enjoy cuddling with his economics book more than studying for DWC, studying 
for DWC is the best option for the student's GPA. Ignoring the subjective costs of frustration, if a student 
has one night to study for these two exams, DWC is simply the best choice. Of course, this is all operating 
under the assumptions that "hours spent studying" positively correlates with the exam grade and that GPA 
is a student's top priority. Studying for DWC is the decision with the lowest opportunity cost and the highest 
benefit in terms of GPA.
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This Week in History
March 4, 1933- Franklin Delano Roosevelt is inaugurated, becoming jhe 32nd 
president of the United States.
March 5,1953 -Soviet Union leader Joseph Stalin dies in Moscow, Russia. 
March 6,1475 - In a small village of Italy called Caprese, Michelangelo 
Buonarroti, a great Italian Renaissance artist, is born.
March 7,1876 - Alexander Graham Bell receives a patent for his revolutionary 
invention of the telephone.
March 8, 1957 - Egypt reopens the Suez Canal to international traffic after 
Israel withdraws from occupied Egyptian territory.
March 9,1916 - Several hundred Mexican guerillas under the command of 
Francisco “Pancho” Villa cross the U.S.-Mexican border and attack Columbus, 
New Mexico.
March 10, 1864 -President Abraham Lincoln officially promotes future 
president Ulysses S. Grant, a major general in the United States Army, to the rank
of lieutenant general.
Islam is Central Theme 
in Republican Rhetoric 
by Arman Oganisian '13
World Editor
United States
Islam is quickly becoming a hot topic in American politics. In the past few 
weeks, major figures of the Republican Party have taken a skeptical stance 
against Islam. Suhail Khan, a conservative activist who formerly served in the 
Bush White House, finds himself increasingly alienated from the GOP.
As Islam takes center stage in politics, he finds himself irritated by the anti- 
Islamic fervor in the party. Khan, a Muslim, has continuously criticized figures 
such as Sarah Palin who, according to CNN, called on "peaceful Muslims" to 
oppose the proposed Islamic center near ground zero. Newt Gingrich, another 
major figure within the GOP, has called for a federal ban of Sharia law. A federal 
judge struck down the law after it passed in Oklahoma. According to CNN, a 
dozen other states have moved towards this ban with almost all efforts led 
by Republicans.
Khan himself, president of last month's Conservative Political Action 
Conference, was repeatedly accused of being tied with the Muslim Brotherhood, 
reports CNN. "How did we go from the majority of American Muslims 
supporting Bush in 2000 to the very misguided comments of people like Palin 
and Gingrich," said Khan.
Mike Huckabee, another leading Republican figure, criticized Islam last 
month, saying it is "the antithesis of the gospel of Christ," reports CNN.
Analysts say that the prominence critiquing Islam in the Republican Party 
spawns from lingering fears of homegrown terrorism. According to CNN, 
analysts predict a rise in this fervor as the 10-year anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks approaches.
Frank Gaffney, a conservative activist, told CNN that "we have a problem, 
and the country is coming to grips with that." An apparent spike in homegrown 
terrorism has made GOP members amenable to this perspective. After all, the 
alleged gunman behind the 2009 Fort Hood massacre was reportedly radicalized 
by a cleric based in Yemen. The Times Square bomber is an Islamic-motivated, 
naturalized U.S. citizen.
This rampant fear of terrorism is a plausible source of Republican anti- 
Islamic rhetoric. Chairman of the House Homeland Security Committee Peter 
King has arranged a series of hearings investigating radicalization within the 
Muslim-American community. In doing so, he faces criticisms that the sessions 
discriminate in specifically targeting Muslims.
King told CNN that he "will not allow political correctness to obscure a real 
and dangerous threat to the safety and security of the citizens of the United 
States.. .There's been self-radicalization going on within the Muslim community, 
within a very small minority, but it's there, and that's where the threat is coming 
from at this time."
This trend of islamophobia holds serious consequences for the GOP. Analysts 
have warned that this rhetoric comes at the cost of alienating Muslim voters as 
well as other religious minorities.
Republican Strategist Grover Norquist told CNN that "the only people who 
will remember it are the people who feel threatened by this-not just Muslims, 
but Sikhs, Jews, Hindus, Buddhists, and Mormons."
Libya
NATO has launched 24/7 surveillance flights over Libya in 
response to escalating violence in the area. U.S., British, and 
French officials are now entertaining the idea of a no-fly zone 
to break Gadhafi’s efforts.
WikiLeaks
The U.S. Army informed Pfc. Bradley Manning that he faces 22 
more charges in connection with WikiLeaks. He is a prime suspect 
in the case, charged with downloading secret information in Iraq.
Government Shutdown
The federal government narrowly escaped a shutdown after 
passing legislation which should keep the government operating 
until March 18. A shutdown is still possible if congress fails to 
resolve budget issues by that date.
Newt Gingrich
Joe Gaylord, Gingrich’s political advisor, announced that Gingrich 
plans to form a presidential exploratory committee. This signifies 
Gingrich’s interest in the 2012 presidential elections.
Jared Lee Loughner
A federal grand jury filed a 49-count indictment against Loughner, 
accusing him of killing six and wounding 13 in Tucson, Arizona.
By Katie Davenport '14, World Staff
Commentary Page 13
March 10, 2011
How Do We Combat Drinking At PC?
Responsibility Is Key Lack of Middle Ground Is the Problem
by Jayo Miko Macasaquit '11 To be perfectly honest, the problem 
Commentary Staff of drinking does not lie solely on the
shoulders of the students. If we want to 
solve the drinking problem, we have to acknowledge the fact that, like having sex 
and using condoms, college students are going to drink. We have to put a focus 
on responsible drinking, and educate rather than berate.
My favorite high school teacher in New Zealand said it best with the following 
analogy. He used to coach a rugby team in school. One day, when the guys were 
acting up and acting a little too rough, he had had enough. He blew his whistle 
and sat them down. "From now on," said he, "there are no more rules. I'm not 
going to blow the whistle, do what you like." What followed, according to my 
teacher, was the tamest game of rugby in its history. When you restrict the people, 
they are more likely to rebel. No one really cares about parietals, and in the same 
vein, no one really cares about the no-hard-alcohol policy. Everyone has a fake 
ID and the majority of this campus is not spending Thursday to Saturday nights 
playing Scrabble in the library basement (and even if they were, they'd be losing 
to me). They're at bars being sloppy. They're in basements buying red cups, blue 
cups, and the yellow cups you can write your name on. They're hooking up, and 
having sex, and taking shots of that disgusting Burnetts stuff because it’s cheap 
and they just don't know any better.
On top of this, times change. This is not the college it was four yqfcrs ago. 
These crazy freshmen are going out on Tuesday nights. These crazy freshmen 
pregame for their pregames. To these freshmen, this is how life is, and right 
now, I bet they're thinking it's pretty awesome. Dearest Administration, your 
responsibility is not to prevent something that is already happening. That's 
like trying to prevent gay marriage. Your responsibility is to make sure they 
drink safely and responsibly. Many schools have drunk tanks where people go 
who have had a little too much to drink. Their punishment is that in the next 
weekend, they have to watch the people in the drunk tank sober up. Transports 
have become a joke. Monday conversations consist of the weather, how the 
Friars did, and how many people got transported last weekend®you're going 
to treat students like children, they're going to act like children. But we are all 
adults here, and it's the College's job to prepare us for the real world. Let us 
take drinking into our own hands. How do we solve the drinking problem? Let 
the students drink (but responsibly).
by Genevieve Ilg '14
Commentary Staff
by Tommy Cody '13
Commentary Staff
Alcohol is a good. It is a gift. And 
like any other gift, we are supposed to 
enjoy it. I want to get this cleared up 
before I go any further, because it is essential to the way that we understand 
Providence College's current drinking problem. It is exactly that: a 
drinking problem. Alcohol has become an issue only insofar as it relates to 
our drinking habits. Providence College does not have a broccoli problem 
because people do not abuse broccoli on campus. Now, I understand that 
this analogy breaks down because broccoli does not have the same effects 
as alcohol, but you get my point. Our problem with alcohol stems from our 
drinking habits, not alcohol itself. So how does the PC community change 
a culture in which alcohol is habitually abused?
The College can only do so much to change the current culture. PC has 
taken strides to promote alternate programming, and though this has its 
merits, it can create a culture of extremes. An environment in which you 
have two clear-cut options, to go off campus to a bar or a house party 
where: alcohol is generally abused, or stay on campus and not drink at all, 
sets up a polarizing attitude towards alcohol. In this culture, you are either 
stone cold sober or you are a hardcore partier. There is no compromise, 
no moderation. In order to curb PC's drinking problem, the College must 
take more steps to promote a middle ground between these two options. 
Take McPhail's, for instance. McPhail's is a place where students can safely 
go, on campus, to enjoy a drink. Now, students sometimes do take things 
too far fend abuse alcohol even there, but 1 believe that an establishment 
like McPhail's is a much more controlled environment, and therefore does 
foster responsible drinking.
Inasmuch as the College has a responsibility to help create an 
environment where students are encouraged to enjoy alcohol properly, the 
students still shoulder the bulk of the responsibility. PC can do as much 
programmin|kand information sessions as it wants, but none of it will be 
successful unless the student body takes the initiative to make changes 
as well. We mu§t stop abusing alcohol and start enjoying it the way it is 
supposed to be bnjoyed. Alcohol is good. It brings people together in a 
community to talk, catch up, and just spend time together. Of course, you 
do not need alcgpol to get a bunch of friends together, but it can be nice 
to just sit dowri and have a beer with a couple of friends. So next time 
you go out with friends. instead of going in with the intentions of getting
drunk, decide to only have one or two drinks. You know your limits, so 
do not push them. Honestly, it is not worth it. I am not asking you to stop 
drinking. simply ask you to enjoy a good thing responsibly and help 
remove the stigma of Providence College as a school where the students 
do not know how to drink like responsible adults.
                                           by Ally Pelle '11 Does PC have a drinking problem? I
Commentary Staff don't really know how to answer that. I
don't know that anyone can answer that. 
Do some of its students drink? Absolutely. Do some students at every college and 
university in the country drink? Absolutely. Does everyone at PC blackout and 
get transported every weekend? Absolutely not. So when asked, "What can we 
do about PC's drinking problem?" I think we need to look outside the borders of 
Smith and Eaton. If I could tell the administrators one thing, it would be,"relax." 
I am in no way glorifying drinking. Although I do partake, I realize that more 
often than not, the results of people's behaviors under the influence are more 
destructive than aiiything else. But I do not regret my decision to drink at PC, nor 
the ways in which 1 socialize. It's so important to let kids be kids. My dad was a 
Friar back in tire seventies, before all the Operation Red Cup and alcohol bans 
on campus wentinto effect. You know what happened to him? Nothing. He had 
a great time. There was no excess because there were no strict rules telling him 
what he could and could not do. He never felt as though his rights were being 
taken away, or that he had to sneak around to have fun. He never felt as if he 
was being treated as a child, or that he was being watched by someone anxiously 
waiting for him to step out of line. He never felt as though he was being looked 
down upon just for trying to have a good time with his friends. I truly believe 
that if the administration showed students an ounce of trust, maybe we wouldn'f 
feel the need to drink the way we do. However, PC's culture has to come from 
somewhere. There's no doubt that drinking on this campus is encouraged, 
accepted, and even commonplace. I haven't spent a great deal of time on other 
college campuses, but the times that I have, the behavior is similar to what I 
experience at PC. Since Providence is such a small school with strong, Catholic 
values, maybe it is easy for opinions to become polarized and for extremes to 
form. I sometimes find it amusing that PC is regarded as such a moral body while 
its students rebel against that image as soon as Friday hits. Despite the weekend 
debauchery, I see that as soon as Monday morning rolls around, we grab our 
travel mugs and backpacks, and put our noses right back to the grindstone. I say 
as long as drinking doesn't influence your ability to perform in the classroon 
and grow in your education, then maybe it has a place as a part of our lives 
during these four years. I apologize if this article doesn't provide a solution to the 
problem. Maybe that's because there isn't a problem.
photo courtesy of blogs.wickedlocal.com
College drinking is a culture, not a 
mystery. Thousands of studies have 
conducted analyzing this fact. Providence 
College's administration struggles with providing effective services in deterring 
students from drinking, an activity that is not necessarily excessive. But the first 
step in changing behavior is to realize that they can't change a culture. This 
managerial issue is simply one of policy implementation.
There are three valid points that must be made outright which affect this 
debate in many capacities. For better or worse, PC is a wet campus with 
students who are of legal drinking age. Secondly, there are students who do 
not drink at all. The third is that underage drinking will never be eradicated 
from college campuses. 
But the bulk of the drinking, from what I have seen, does not take place in 
dorms, but in dingy basements of rundown houses and clubs. Toward the tail 
end of the week, students hail cabs and manage to get back to their rooms in 
the early morning. The problem: security lacks when it comes to implementing 
their authority. I do not understand why a person who is obviously under the 
influence is allowed to continue on to their room after the person on duty clearly 
notices the unsound state that this person is in. Security guards are not merely 
figureheads. Perhaps the contractual agreements between PC and its security 
guards should make clear their roles when they notice someone under the 
influence. Security should be required to ask for identification and converse with 
students of suspicion to assess whether or not they are intoxicated. If it is clear that 
they are intoxicated and underage, security should take action. However, being 
drunk is not the same as being wasted, and the latter constitutes transportation.
It's irrational to say that all students who are intoxicated must be transported. 
All that will do is waste health care services and increase costs. Therefore, I urge 
all security guards, to assess the conditions which students are in, and to write 
them up for intoxication. Due to limited knowledge regarding the nature of 
their contracts, this could already be part of their duties. If so, security guards 
must not improve, but start implementing this policy. This policy will create a 
"middleman" who will catch students who have been illegally drinking, even 
when they do not need to be transported. With these guards on watch, students 
will be more likely to control their drinking, assuming that they are going to 
continue otherwise.
For the record, students know underage drinking is illegal (and therefore 
wrong) and potentially dangerous to others and themselves, yet they continue 
to drink anyway. With an administration that does not directly address the 
range of drinking occurring, students have no reason to fear the consequences 
of their actions. Most students get away with underage drinking, so they drink. 
Their only goal is to simply not get transported, a solution that merely addresses 
extreme alcohol consumption.
No Issue Without So Many Rules
Solution Starts With Security
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The Better Brother: Tangents & tirades
Bombay Over Charlie
by Kerry Vaughan '12
Commentary Staff
There's no such thing as "double 
secret probation." Even so, I wouldn't 
recommend that you try getting a horse 
into Fr. Nowel's office or try staging a 
food fight in Ray. I also wouldn't count 
on your Civ professor admitting that 
he finds Milton as boring as you find 
Milton, and that Mrs. Milton found 
him boring, too. My point is that 
Animal House, no matter how many 
times you watch it, does not paint the 
most realistic picture of the modern- 
day college experience, as much as 
we'd like to think it does. Truth be 
told, whether you think of yourself 
as a Flounder or an Otter, college life 
is not all one big toga party; there's a 
lot more to it than drinking. The no- 
nonsense Dean Wormer, inventor of 
"double secret probation," once said: 
"Fat, drunk, and stupid is no way to
Some instances might include: verbally 
attacking the producer of a show that 
pays you $1.2 million per episode, 
shaving half of your head, or having 
your daughter film you while you 
make eating a hamburger seem like the 
most daunting task in the world.
Speaking of the Hoff and 
hamburgers, just last Sunday morning, 
I walked onto an elevator in the Suites 
to find the floor decorated in lettuce and 
half-trampled tomatoes. As I struggled 
to combat the potent smell of oil and 
vinegar, I thought to myself: "Oh, joy, 
another building fine to look forward 
to!" See, here on the Providence 
College campus, drinking is the source 
of poor life decisions, which more 
often than not results in building fines. 
As if we don't pay enough to live here, 
someone has to steal the couch from 
the third floor, puke in the bathroom 
sink, or break a screen while trying to 
sneak someone of the opposite gender 
into the building after parietals. And 
what do we have to blame for this?
get through life," and I'd have to agree 
with the Dean.
If you asked Emilio Estevez 
how he got the opportunity to play 
everyone's favorite hockey coach, 
Gordon Bombay, the "Minnesota 
Miracle Man," I doubt he would credit 
hookers, cocaine, or binge drinking. 
It seems as though tiger blood and 
Adonis DNA are recessive traits that 
were not passed on to all of Martin 
Sheen's children—or perhaps they're 
just traits that are exclusive to those 
with the last name Sheen. Whatever 
the case, The Breakfast Club and Mighty 
Ducks star proves a bit more mild in 
temperament than younger brother 
Charlie who, as of late, has been 
putting on quite the show (and I'm 
not .alking about Two and a Half Men). 
Plain and simple: Drinking makes 
"ou do stupid things; just ask Charlie, 
Dritney Spears, and David Hasselhoff.
Why, the "a-a-a-a-a-alcohol," of course.
At the end of the day, I think it's 
important to remember why we're 
here. Sure, part of it is to have fun, but 
believe it or not, the goal is not to leave 
this place fat, drunk, and stupid. I'm not 
suggesting that drinking is the worst 
thing in the world you can do, because 
it's not. But in excess, it can have some 
pretty detrimental effects that come 
way before a cirrhotic liver. Does 
this school have a drinking problem? 
Well, I think the sheer number of 
transports that occurred JRW weekend 
alone answers that question. So, how 
do we fix it? For starters, maybe we 
can get Charlie Sheen to speak at 
Commencement, or at the very least 
have David Hasselhoff start working 
the deli at Ray. But perhaps what this 
campus really needs in order to put 
things into perspective, is to be put on 
"double secret probation."
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Blow That Horn. There is a young man or woman in Aquinas Hall who likes 
to play the trumpet. Now, before I begin, I'd like to make it clear that I do not 
live in the same room, on the same floor, or even in the same building as this 
individual. I merely hear the sound of his trumpet for the few seconds I happen 
to be walking outside near the chapel side of Aquinas while he is playing. This 
person's roommates or the people who live down the hall from him might be 
reading this right now, thinking something like, "Finally! Someone is going to 
publicly call this guy out!" Well, prepare to be disappointed, trumpet haters. 
The purpose of this tangent is not to embarrass this trumpet player or ask him 
or her to stop, but rather to acknowledge and praise his or her trumpeting, a 
craft that is unfortunately becoming harder and harder to come across. No, 
you don't hear much independent practice of musical instruments nowadays 
(outside of the all-too-common aspiring acoustic guitar player), especially not 
in college dorm rooms, and it's a shame. I suppose the Aquinas residents who 
are being driven insane by this independent afternoon instrumentalist would 
insist that there is a place where he can play without annoying the rest of his 
building - the Smith Center. But come on, is a few minutes of trumpet practice 
really worth the walk from Aquinas to Smith? I support this young musician 
and all independent practice of the brass and woodwind families. Honestly, I 
wish I heard more of it. So let the haters hate, anonymous trumpeter, and keep 
blowing on that horn. You have at least one fan, but if you haven't already 
done so, I would keep your door locked during practice time. I doubt your 
hall mates enjoy your music as much as I do. — Chris Slavin '12
Barstool Brawl. I can usually deal with drunk people pretty well, even though 
I have a tendency to be a very easily annoyed person. But somehow I manage 
to hold back and try to remember that this is not who the "scumbag of the 
hour" actually is. If someone falls over and spills their beer on you, it was 
most likely not intentional. If it was intentional, then you would probably 
know why they did it. A girl crying for no reason is usually for just that, 
no reason. Do not ever attempt to sit with her and talk it out. She is totally 
nuts. A boy who is angry and punches a wall will only have himself to blame 
for those broken knuckles. But do not ever advise him against it, because he 
will punch his roommate instead. This is the person in an inebriated state. 
They have much less control over themselves and often say and do things 
that they do not want to do. Not everyone gets to this level on purpose, but 
others do. Whatever the case may be, you open yourself up to a lot of different 
vulnerabilities. Blah, blah, blah. I know. We have all heard it before. You could 
fall and break a leg, have an unwanted sexual encounter, share something 
that you wanted to keep a secret, drive under the influence and total your car, 
or worse, total yourself, relieve yourself in an inappropriate place, consume 
a lot of unnecessary calories, make random friends that you will never even 
say hello to again, cry based upon totally unfounded claims, deface property, 
drunk text a person you should not be talking to, butt-dial your dad's office, 
etc. But I think the worst of all the drunken and disorderly conducts is the 
fighting. Sometimes all it takes is one bad look or one expletive to set a non­
sober person off. They swing, you swing. In a matter of seconds, friendships 
are ruined, people are thrown out of bars and parties, and the cops are called. 
That is the ultimate domino effect and, quite frankly, a total buzz-kill. Do not 
allow yourself to become the next victim of these circumstances. If you are 
going to drink, drink responsibly. Do not be the person that everyone is still 
ticked off at in the morning. -Jenn DiPirro '12
No Cheers For Six Beers. Six beers per person for on-campus students over 21 
is the most ludicrous policy Providence College could adopt. It is as arbitrary 
as it is laughable. It is an inane policy for a few simple reasons. One, it is rarely 
enforced. Are there even documented cases of RA's writing up 21-year-olds for 
possessing a twelve-pack? Has someone you know ever been disciplined for 
being 21 and drinking in their common area while their 20-year-old roommate 
was present? The more ridiculous the rules become, the less likely they are 
to be taken seriously. The "six-pack" policy represents a more serious breach 
of common sense. The success of McPhail's as a venue for social drinking has 
shown that keeping drinking on-campus is ultimately far safer than pushing 
it off-campus with severe regulations. The greatest threat to students is 
being caught outside the security blanket of the Providence College campus. 
Assuming that some students do take the virtual ban for on campus alcohol 
possession seriously, what is the effect? The assorted neighborhood bars 
eagerly fill the void for drinkers of all ages. Students then must navigate 
the poorly lit sidewalks back to campus. Similarly, if going to an off campus 
house party, students' only method of defense is safety in numbers when 
traveling back from Eaton Street. Toughening the campus alcohol rules does 
not necessarily lead to fewer incidents of drinking. If there is any correlation 
between strict on-campus alcohol polices, it is yet to be displayed. The more 
obvious correlation does exist between off-campus travel and the potential 
for being targeted for a mugging, beating, stabbing, or worse. Will it take 
a serious tragedy for Providence College to finally wake up to this reality? 
It's time that the administration admits that virtual prohibition of alcohol on 
campus is both ineffective and illogical. — Ewen Finser '12
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Letters to the Editor The Two Extremes:
Future Marine Promises Prayer for Jayo Moderation Is Key
I have been reading Jayo's articles for quite some time, and usually I find them 
amusing, as they usually are nothing more than individual rants about perceived 
injustices. His article entitled, "Feds Don't Care, So Plan Your Own Parenthood" 
is far different. Rather than attempt to lampoon those with whom he doesn't 
agree, he decided to weigh in on the recent defunding of Planned Parenthood, 
and his obvious displeasure with it. Unfortunately, he was grasping for straws 
when he made his argument, as there are many problems with it.
The first item that troubles me is his view on sexual conduct. We, as 
human beings, do indeed have the ability to choose how and with whom 
we have sex. However, just because we have the ability does not mean that 
we should do it. What separates us from the animals that we allegedly 
evolved from is our ability to regulate our own desires and actions. By 
suggesting that regulating our own actions as human beings is optional, 
what is he saying about the intrinsic value that each human being possesses? 
He also views Planned Parenthood to be a good thing for our society. He argues that 
it is because they provide essential services, such as sex education, sexual health 
services, STD screenings and treatment, and cancer screening and prevention, 
among other services. This is not why Planned Parenthood was defunded. It was 
defunded because it has been caught breaking the law on many occasions. It does 
not matter whether it's covering up incidents of statutory rape between fathers 
and daughters, lying about the medical risks of abortion, or even encouraging 
certain minority segments to get abortions (this is all verifiable, by the way). All 
that matters to Planned Parenthood is making a profit. The most recent case was 
exposed in an undercover video, which depicted the manager of a New Jersey 
Planned Parenthood Clinic advising a "pimp" on how to secure an abortion for 
a child prostitute. The revelation of this undercover video, along with the fact 
that at least $1.3 billion in federal funding from 2002-2008 has been completely 
unaccounted for, is why Congress decided to defund Planned Parenthood in the 
first place.
The final item I take issue with, the one which made me write this response 
in the first place, was his attempt to equate abortion with the War on Terror. 
Abortion is a procedure that kills innocent people who can neither advocate 
nor defend themselves. The procedure is very gruesome, and if one were to see 
pictures of someone who has been aborted, it would make him feel very sick to 
his stomach. How can this be equated to a war that our brave men and women 
are fighting against an enemy who wants us all to either submit to Sharia Law 
or die as infidels? The people who serve in the military choose to do so, and bear 
a difficult burden, as not everyone is cut out to defend the freedom of hundreds 
of millions of people. The fact that he would equate a morally unjustifiable 
action with a lifestyle that demands total sacrifice for the freedoms we hold dear 
shows his lack of understanding of not only ethics, but also the reasons why one 
goes to war in the first place. And before anyone tries to characterize me as a 
"warmonger" who would never make the effort himself, let me inform you that 
1 am actually applying to become a Marine Corps Officer at this very moment. I 
made my decision to do this because I have certain ethical, political, and moral 
ideals that make me who I am, the same ideals which compelled me to respond 
to this article in the first place. It's okay, Jayo. While I am a right-winger, I am 
also a compassionate individual who will gladly say a prayer for you during this 
upcoming Lenten season.
— Brendan Wright '11
Sophomore Jealous of BU's Culinary Superiority
I came across an article in last week's edition of The Cowl about Ray food. The 
descriptions were accurate as to what all PC students encounter when they go to 
Ray and find gross meal choices. Don't get me wrong, I personally like Ray. They 
feed me a lot, and they are really trying to improve. Ray has even brought back the 
chocolate soymilk (which you should try). But when I read the article "How Much 
Are You Willing to Pay for Ray?" I got angry at the statement that said "if you want 
better food, you'd better be willing to pay a little over $5,000 more per semester!" 
Let's get real here. We would not have to pay that much to get better food. Also, 
the only reason why we have low quality food is because we have Sodexho. 
The reason why we have Sodexho is because it's convenient for the College and 
because Sodexho helped PC build Suites.
I talked to my friend who goes to Boston University. We compared our 
school's food, and she said that BU's cuisine was "award-winning." In fact, her 
statement was true. I did some research and found out that BU has received 
many culinary awards. At times, they even have real lobster! They even have 
Kosher and other dietary need plans. They are a buffet-style system like us, and 
operate by points/swipes. What I found funny is that their plans are very similar, 
if not superior to our plans. Just like us, they have an Unlimited Meal Plan, which 
is $2,333.50 per semester. It "offers unlimited access to any dining common with 
12 meal exchanges and 15 guest meals." It is like our three-meals-a-day plan. 
Their Value Meal Plan is $1,969.00 per semester. It "offers up to 224 meals each 
semester (an average of 14 meals per week) and includes nine meal exchanges 
and 15 guest meals," much like our sophomore meal plan. They have many other 
plans on their Web site that are strikingly similar to ours and are shockingly a 
bit less. Yet all the food that they dish out is not revolting, but extremely tasty. 
So while we receive an Unlimited Meal Plan at Raymond Hall with five 
guest passes, and 115 Friar Bucks while paying $2,495 per semester, or 
a 15-meals-a-week plan with three guest passes, and 165 Friar Bucks 
while paying $2,315 per semester, we are being cheated out of our money. 
So, the next time we all sit down and complain at Ray, just remember that if you 
want better food, you should have gone to BU.
— Grantis Peranda '13
by Matt Santos '14
Commentary Staff
The presence of alcohol is a reality 
of the college experience. With a vast 
increase in freedom away from home 
comes a great deal of responsibility in 
balancing one's social and academic 
duties. A fine line separates having a 
good time from imbibing to the point 
of excess. College should be about 
getting an education and preparing 
oneself for the working community, 
but the allure of drinking causes 
students to lose sight of these goals. 
As such, what really becomes 
intrinsic is moderation.
Twenty years from now, when 
your college years are well behind 
you, imagine your niece or nephew 
preparing to make the transition 
from high school to college. You're
you would love to pass on your 
knowledge of the college years, but 
perhaps all those memories are just 
a little too fuzzy to elucidate. Your 
presence in the library was simply 
laughable, you barely got by, and your 
relationship with your liver may have 
taken some turns for the worst over 
the four years. Maybe here you also 
felt like you "missed out," leaving 
your mark solely for how much you 
could drink and that's it. Your niece or 
nephew might simply get the wrong 
impression, and he or she just might 
not be as lucky as you were.
Or there's the third option: You 
can honestly give the story from 
both sides. You can pass on the "all- 
nighter" story about working hard on 
a paper and having your hard work 
truly pay off. You can pass on the 
story about that night out with your 
friends where you came together, 
with heart-to-hearts left and right,
YOU CAN BALANCE AN ACTIVE SOCIAL LIFE 
AND SUCCESS IN THE CLASSROOM.
the "cool" aunt or uncle who they 
can come to for advice, or ask about 
your experiences and you'll be totally 
honest. There are a few ways the 
conversation might go:
There's the first extreme: You start 
with a joke along the lines of "Yeah, I 
was borderline captain of the Varsity 
Homework Team." The library was 
your second home and you stayed in 
every weekend. What sort of wisdom 
will you be able to pass on? There are 
only so many life lessons you might 
have learned, lessons that truly 
could have come from adversity. But 
you managed to protect yourself, 
playing it safe and not venturing too 
much from your room. Now, there's 
absolutely nothing wrong with this; 
academics should remain the main 
priority, but maybe you felt like 
you "missed out," maybe it wasn't 
conducive to truly embracing and 
exploring everything that four years 
in college have to offer.
However, the other, dangerous 
extreme also looms on the other 
side of the spectrum. You weren't 
just the Weekend Warrior. You were 
the Weekday, Weekend, Morning, 
Night, and Afternoon Savage. I mean,
and realized that these would be the 
people you could truly call lifelong 
friends. You weren't the Varsity 
Homework Captain, nor were you 
the twenty-four-seven Savage. You 
can tell your niece or nephew that it 
is totally possible and reasonable to 
go out and have a good time while 
still working hard and doing well. 
You can balance an active social life 
and success in the classroom.
Of course, there are exceptions to 
the rules, and you could go out every 
day or not at all and still get the 
most out of your college experience. 
However, moderation truly provides 
the best chance of finding a sense of 
fulfillment from your four years. The 
nostalgic talk with a niece, nephew, 
son, or daughter may never happen, 
but in making decisions about your 
social and academic lives, think 
about what is most beneficial in the 
long run. Don't live with regrets, 
but don't let yourself fall into the 
ridiculous extremes where you may 
feel something missing. As Aristotle 
once said, "It is better to rise from life 
as from a banquet - neither thirsty 
nor drunken."
DealBird provides deals, discounts and coupons to local business!
Visit Facebook.com/DealBird
DealBird.com arrives in Providence soon.
Win $100 just for caring.
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  FAITH
  MATTERS
by Fr. James Cuddy, O.P.
Since this edition of The Cowl deals primarily with issues pertaining to 
alcohol, it gives me the opportunity to tell you one of my favorite stories. 
It's said that an old Dominican in Tennessee went to the doctor and was 
told, "The best thing you could do, Father, would be to stop drinking." The 
Friest, without missing a beat, replied, "Oh, Doctor, I'm just a humble friar, 
don't deserve the best. What would be the second best thing I could do?"
There are lots of misperceptions about the Catholic Church and what it 
teaches. Sadly, there are those who imagine that living a life of friendship 
with Jesus Christ is fundamentally opposed to having any sort of fun. At some 
level, many of us are afraid that saying "yes" to God would mean giving up 
things that make life enjoyable. And that includes the use of alcohol.
The fact of the matter, though, is that the Church teaches that the use of 
alcohol can be a good thing. But it has to be in the right place and the right 
time. When enjoyed in its proper time and setting, then alcohol —like food 
and sex—can be wonderful. The Church is a big fan of all of these things! 
But they simply cannot be used without being properly moderated.
Figuring out what constitutes the proper circumstances and contexts for 
alcohol use can be tricky. Some of them are obvious, and they come to us 
through two principal ways. The first is the law. For example, it's illegal to 
drink if you are not of age, and it is likewise unlawful to drive a car under 
the influence of alcohol. The second way we can come to know these things 
is through common sense. For example, we can all agree that it's a bad idea 
to drink so much that you have to go to the hospital, and we know that no 
good could ever come by getting liquored up before your 8:30 class (no 
matter what the class is).
But between the law, common sense, and the obvious examples that I've 
cited, there is an awful lot of gray area. Determining the right place, the 
right time, and the right amount of alcohol to drink can be tricky stuff. But 
the fact that it's difficult doesn't mean we ought to avoid it. In fact, it's all the 
more important to try to make good decisions about responsible alcohol use 
before the first drop passes our lips. As sad as it is to say, a great many of the 
problems that our students experience—whether on campus or off—could 
be avoided if we figured these things out and acted accordingly.
Living a life of moderation in all things is what the Church has in 
mind. It will not take the smallest thing away from what makes life worth 
living. In fact, a life of temperance will put you on the path to happiness. 
And, like the doctor said to the priest in Tennessee, it's the best thing you 
could do.
(Tommy Cody '13)
Major:
English
Hometown:
Wilton, Connecticut
Fun Fact:
I like walking around barefoot in the winter.
Where to Find Him:
Second floor library, corner table facing Harkins.
Personal Catch Phrase:
“Hey, Bud!”
Annoys Him Most:
Writer’s block
Most Passionate About:
The Pro-Life Movement
Dear Guzzie Girl,
First off, I feel 
obligated to tell you 
that communication 
with your boyfriend is 
not your main problem. 
My concern stems from 
the fact that you insist
on dating a guy who lives in Skuzzman, 
the pit-stain of all PC dormitories. 
I suggest that you stop associating 
yourself with a dorm whose residents 
create that odious, vomit-inducing 
stench that permeates the PC campus 
every Saturday night. Someone should 
really hose that building down, but I 
think the Eurest workers might suffer 
from loss of consciousness if they 
breathe in any of that contaminated 
Guzman air. Anyway, my point is 
that you need to be your own person 
and stop identifying yourself only in 
terms of your relationship with your 
boyfriend. Spring break is meant to 
give you some time off to escape the 
chaos of your college life, and that 
includes your boyfriend. If you keep 
running off to Skype your boy, you 
won't be able to enjoy any of that 
warm, Hawaiian weather (and fresh 
oxygen).
Pleasant Travels!
This Week:
A Split Spring Break
Dear Tiffany and Earl,My boyfriend is going to Cancun for spring break with his boys, and I am going to Hawaii with my family. With the time difference, I am really worried about being able to talk to him and basically find out what he is doing, because I feel like he is definitely going to get into trouble. Short of hiring someone to follow him, what should I do?—Guzman Guy's Girlfriend
Dear GGG,
Stop. Easy enough, right?
A long time ago, I was 
sitting by this little cantina 
in Mexico; Guadalajara, to 
be exact. I remember I was 
dating this trifling, good for 
nothing type of sista, and
she was in the same situation you are in. She 
couldn't pay my bills, my telephone bills, my 
automobiles, and... oh wait, that's not right. 
Well, I remember my phone just kept ringing 
and ringing while I enjoyed tequila shots 
and had a philosophical conversation with 
a muchacho from town about Lady Gaga, I 
believe his name was Alejandro. This actually 
could have been a sex story. Either way, let's 
just say, muchachos don't take kindly to 
being interrupted by any kind of technology 
that they have not seen before. This was right 
after the new iPhone was stolen from that bar
in California (hint, hint), I mean, he had an 
iPhone (who doesn't?), but he had never seen 
this new invention that I held in my hand. 
Her constant redialing didn't amuse him.
Alejandro decided to take me to the back 
of this cantina, strapped me to a hot boiler, 
and started to hurl his old iPhone at my chest 
repeatedly. It didn't feel so good. Trust me.
You can either live without him for a week, 
or you could end up living without him 
forever. Dramatic, right?
Who
Writes This
STUFF?
Tiffany & Earl
Making PC an emotionally stable 
place one letter at a time
Tiffany
Earl
March 10, 2011 COMMENTARY The Cowl 17
Underclassmen Reject Eaton Street
Corr '13 Knows There Are Better Options Forster '14 Doesn't See Drinking's Appeal - Period.
by Emily Corr '13 
Commentary Staff
"Forever Young"—we all know the 
popular Alphaville song. Our hearts 
swell when we chant the words "I 
want to be forever young..." and we 
dream of a world where the extent 
of our responsibility is to embrace 
our youth. We long to remain under 
the comfortable security blanket that 
college provides, a world full of free 
meals, long nights, and no bills to 
pay. But in a society where everyone 
speaks of being forever young, many 
of their actions do not resemble the 
true meaning of youth.
Cue Friday night, 7:30 p.m, girl's 
dorm scene. The hair straighteners 
lay piping hot on the bathroom 
counter as the smell of hairspray 
and perfume permeates the hallway. 
The sound of sweet giggles fills the 
atmosphere with a bright, bubbly 
air, but that's about as close as it 
gets to the youth we once knew. The 
giggles are replaced by the sound of 
heels clicking along the tile floor and 
cameras flashing the memories that 
won't be remembered in the morning. 
With jackets left behind, the young 
women brace the bitter cold in search 
of a warm place offcampus to forget 
the stress of the week, and maybe 
meet someone new. A few drinks 
later, and they're talking to that cute 
stranger that sweetly compliments 
how beautiful they look. Before they 
know what's happening, they're 
back in a dorm room that is not their 
own and susceptible to the desires 
that alcohol plagues them and their 
new friend with.
Certainly these temptations do 
not plague all of the students at 
Providence College. Thanks to 
wonderful organizations such as 
BOP, Congress, BMSA, McPhail's, 
and Residence Life, the desire to 
explore and experiment is curbed, 
and then fulfilled, by a fun night 
of dancing, ice-skating, movies, 
and coffeehouses. And I can attest 
that these programs provide a fun 
and safe alternative to the tempting 
nights where new identities are 
created and reality is forgotten. 
Personally, the extent of a "crazy 
night at PC" included my one and 
only walk down Eaton Street during 
the first weekend of my freshman | 
year, clad in a worn pair of jeans and 
a sweatshirt, only to make it down 
to the Smith Center before turning 
around and heading back to campus 
out of sheer disappointment to 
what I was witnessing. To watch an 
innocent young woman walk back to 
campus in the arms of a chivalrous 
young man-giving him the benefit 
of the doubt-under the drugging 
effects of alcohol filled my body with 
the same nausea that they would be 
feeling the next morning.
It is certainly not my desire to 
ridicule those who decide to choose 
these alternatives. It is only my 
desire to help them see that being 
"young" doesn't mean slipping on a 
revealing dress and contaminating 
their bodies with unhealthy amounts 
of alcohol. If we intend to live a life 
that is "forever young," we must 
maintain the innocence and chastity 
of our younger years in respect for 
our bodies and our souls. You are a 
beautiful being, a handcrafted gift 
of God. And every time you engage 
that body in lustful and dangerous 
acts, you damage your body as if you 
are willingly beating your head into 
a wall.
Flannery O'Conner once said, 
"Push as hard as the age that pushes 
against you." We may be lured by 
temptations at every corner, but 
do not give in. You gather strength 
in the face of adversity, no matter 
how trite or tempting the situation 
proves to be. Many look forward 
to the future only to tell the wild 
and crazy stories of their college 
experience. But how wonderful 
would it be if we could look back 
on our youth 20 years from now and 
humbly conclude that we did not 
give in? Give youth its definition 
back, and embrace a lifestyle that 
actually allows you to remember 
the fun you had the night before.
by Beatriz Forster '14 
Commentary Staff
The clicking of heels on the 
linoleum floor and the slamming of 
doors—it's party time. Girls, who 
cares that it's one of the coldest 
nights of the year, why not wear as 
little clothing as possible and show 
off the goosebumps on your upper 
thighs and chest? Your hair is almost 
as straight as Barbie's and you've 
spent the last hour on make-up. 
Hurry up to those houses on Eaton 
Street—the party's getting started! 
And I heard he's going to be there— 
that really hot guy from Civ. Maybe 
we'll get drunk together! OMG!
Feeling the sarcasm? I hope so. 
No, I am not one of those girls. I don't 
drink. Although I hate to stereotype, 
unfortunately, the uniform behavior 
of so many girls on this campus 
has given me little choice. Surely I 
 HOW CAN BEING DRUNK BE WORTHWHILE 
IF THE WHOLE EXPERIENCE IS JUST A BLUR?
must be abnormal to voluntarily not 
drink, or maybe I was delusional in 
coming to PC—a renowned party 
school. I can assure you that neither 
is true, and if I am different from 
most, maybe that's a good thing.
I have never had the desire to drink 
burning inside me, nor have I wanted 
to experiment with a forbidden 
pleasure. Let's face it, young people 
drink to get drunk. But what 
happens after becoming intoxicated 
is another story, and I don't need 
to have a personal experience 
with drunkenness to attest to its 
detrimental consequences—I've
certainly seen them first-hand when 
walking around campus (pretty 
much any night). Why are people 
so willing to put themselves in the 
power of alcohol? Apparently, it's to 
have a good time.
For me, memorable moments in 
my life are just that—memorable. But 
how can being drunk be worthwhile 
if the whole experience is just a 
blur? People lose judgment and act 
recklessly when seriously under the 
influence of alcohol, and they often 
make extremely poor decisions. 
Waking up to find that you went just 
a little too far with that guy in Civ, 
even though you don't remember, 
is just one of many "memorable" 
events that could transpire. Getting 
drunk is totally devoid of any 
purpose for me because I want to 
remember my actions and don't want 
to be ashamed of my behavior later. 
After all, I'd like to think that college 
will be the four best years of my life 
so far, and I want to remember them.
"Going out" at PC is synonomous 
with going to a house party and 
probably getting wasted. Clearly, a 
significant number of people drink 
because it's socially acceptable. 
Don't ask me why, but apparently 
it's "cool" to lose all recollection of 
one's behavior and totally give in 
to the most base, animalistic sexual 
desires. However, this doesn't have 
to happen. Why do you need alcohol 
to have a good time? And how can 
you develop any sort of meaningful 
relationship when your speech is 
slurred, your balance is off, your 
head is spinning, and your memory 
is nebulous?
I don't think that you have to make 
a mistake to realize that something 
is wrong. Take it from someone who 
enjoys standing out—in a good way. 
Stop being that girl who parties until 
she's inebriated and lets guys take 
advantage of her. Instead, why not 
be that girl who values her human 
dignity, and realizes that she has to 
take responsibility for her actions, 
regardless of how much alcohol she 
consumes. Stop selling yourself on 
the market of the drinking culture — 
we're all worth more than that.
Alcohol's Worst Effect? Separating Friends
by Kaylee Miller '13 
Commentary Staff
Going out and drinking on the 
weekends is an activity that has 
become ingrained in the college social 
scene. Whether it is at the bar, a party, 
your dorm room, or apartment, you 
are bound to be engaging in some sort 
of alcohol-related activity during the 
weekend. Some people do it to blow 
off some steam at the end of the week, 
others do it to meet new people, and 
others do it just to be seen out and 
about with their friends. Whatever 
the reason may be, it is an event that 
has become far too fixed within our 
culture. Part of the problem with the 
drinking phenomenon is the belief 
that everyone on campus is drinking. 
If you are not, you feel like you are 
left out from all the fun. Another 
problem is the idea of drinking in 
college that is instilled within the 
minds of teenagers long before they 
even enter college. Our school tends 
to have an alcohol target on its back 
because of the reputation that has 
been given to us by the Princeton 
Review and other media outlets. 
Drinking can be fun and exciting, 
but at the same time, it is equally 
responsible for negative effects. It 
leads to poor decisions, mistakes, 
endless regrets, and even the loss of
IT OFTEN LEADS TO AWKWARD 
EYE CONTACT IN RAY...
some of the best friendships. It can 
alienate some of the best of friends 
from one another. In most cases, and 
in many of my personal experiences, 
alcohol does more harm than good.
We all know what it feels like to 
wake up the morning after a long 
night feeling flooded with regret 
and wondering what we did and 
why we did it. For some, alcohol 
allows you to be more honest, or 
more confident to speak to people 
you wouldn't normally say hello to. 
But ultimately, the people that you 
meet in the bar are not going to be 
the friends that last for a lifetime. It 
often leads to awkward eye contact 
in Ray or wondering whether you 
should wave to them from across 
the hall in Harkins. The best friends 
you make are going to be the ones on 
your floor, or those in a club you're 
in, or ones that share similar interests 
with you. Your best friends are not 
the ones whom you share a love of 
Coors Light with.
That is why it is so unfortunate 
when true friendships can come to 
an end over things that are the result 
of drinking. If we distance ourselves 
from those who are closest to us, we 
are left with nothing. We need that 
companionship of someone who is 
trustworthy—not someone you can 
trust to go out every Friday night, 
but someone you can trust to calm 
you down when you are stressed 
over midterms, or someone you can 
spend endless hours in Ray with. We 
owe it to ourselves to be honest with 
each other, and that doesn't happen 
when we are drinking.
I am sure many of us can identify 
with what it is like to feel remorse 
the morning after a friend had to take 
care of you the night before or when 
you were too drunk to be there when 
a friend truly needed you. We can 
apologize as much as we want, but 
ultimately when the offenses stack 
up, we will be left with no one but 
ourselves. We all owe an apology to 
someone, but if we're not careful, the 
apologies will be too little, too late. 
We need to think before we act and 
keep in mind that those who are our 
best friends are all that we have.
THE WEST GETS SURREAL
by Jorge Lucas '12
A&E Staff
Gore Verbinski has tried his hand 
at almost every genre of live-action 
film, including comedy in Mouse Hunt, 
horror in The Ring, and dramedy in The 
Weather Man. His surprisingly sparse 
resume has ranged from hits to flops, 
but even his biggest achievement, the 
studio-driven Pirates of the Caribbean 
trilogy, is marked by a rather 
uncharacteristic absurdity seldom seen 
in Hollywood. And now the director 
has taken that quirky brand of humor 
to animation.
To say that Rango is absurd is 
something of an understatement. I 
admit that from the moment 
the teaser trailer arrived, 
showing nothing but a toy 
goldfish floating across a desert 
highway (that's the best way to 
describe it), I was hooked.
To describe the 
film as an animated 
kids' adventure
from Nickelodeon 
would be
egregiously 
misleading.
At times, the 
dark tone made 
Grade: A
me shift uncomfortably in my seat 
for the minors in the theater. The 
complex, and verbose dialogue 
probably went over their heads, but 
there was plenty of slapstick to keep 
them entertained. Nonetheless, it is 
refreshing for a "kids' film" to finally 
treat children with the maturity that 
animated television lacks.
The opening introduces us to 
Victor, a domesticated chameleon 
who fancies himself a socialite actor, 
played, with painful vulnerability, by 
Johnny Depp. Victor explains his need 
for a change in fortune to provide 
his acting with proper motivation, 
instantly cueing the first plot 
point as Victor is catapulted 
from his owner's truck and 
stranded in the 
unforgiving 
desert. This 
tongue-in- 
cheek, ,
meta-filmic quality appears frequently. 
We even catch a glimpse of Depp's 
Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas character, 
Raoul Duke, and a delightful cameo 
from an icon that I just can't bring 
myself to give away.
So begins our psychedelic, quasi- 
philosophical trip. Victor meets a 
sage-like armadillo searching for the 
"Spirit of the West" and later, has a 
Dali-esque nightmare. He then comes 
to the town of Dirt, where he adopts 
a mysterious, titular persona to avoid 
getting eaten alive. Now as Rango, he 
becomes sheriff and stumbles upon a 
conspiracy that rids the townspeople 
of their water, and they expect him to 
solve it.
As my companion put it, I was 
bouncing in my seat throughout 
the entire film. Verbinski delivers 
everything a cineaste 
would expect, and
beyond. Rango fits the bill 
that it is advertised to be: an 
explosive, action-adventure Western 
with talking animals (you know, for 
kids). It is difficult not to be satisfied 
on a surface level when the audience is 
pulled at every turn into a moment of 
intrigue, tenderness, or belly-aching 
laughter.
Even the nitpicky, spaghetti­
western purist will admire the 
attention to detail in this reverential 
labor of love. All of the essential 
cliches find their way effortlessly 
into the film's fabric,—the Stagecoach 
chase, the Magnificent Seven band of 
heroes, the enigmatic Fistful of Dollars 
hero—creating an inexorable addition 
to the canon. But it is in the film's least 
expected idiosyncrasies that one finds 
a singular work of art.
I am reminded of the French graphic 
novel Blacksad—which I reviewed back 
in December. As in that work, the 
animals in Rango are meant to capture 
the spirit of their characters, hence, 
the slithering, villainous snake, the 
wizened mayor turtle, and the sultry 
secretary fox. Everything else about 
them is uncannily human.
Cinematic homage and surrealism 
aside, Rango is a technical feat. In 
its first feature-length animation, 
Industrial Light & Magic has fashioned 
a beautifully textured landscape that 
becomes a character in itself, and the 
bizarre creatures are grounded in an 
oddly realistic way. Verbinski shot the 
entire film on a soundstage with actors, 
which lends a very natural, playful 
quality to their voice performances.
We've witnessed leaps and bounds 
in the animation industry and it is 
often difficult to imagine that there is 
anywhere left to go after Pixar has led 
the way. But it's clear that sometimes it 
takes an outside voice, like a live-action 
director, for instance, to stray from the 
beaten path and show us a different 
way of looking at it. For some, Rango 
will deviate from the norm a little too 
far, but it nonetheless marks a brave 
new turn in technology and 
creativity for animated films.
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TAKE ME HOME TONIGHT
Synthesized Music, Genuine Fun
by Liam McCartney 'll
A&E Staff
What are you doing after college? 
Moving back home? Going to 
graduate school? Taking a year off? 
Getting a job? Maybe you're not 
sure. A whole lot of us probably 
don't know. This brings us to the 
predicament of Matt Franklin, the 
lost and scared protagonist of Take 
Me Home Tonight. The year is 1988, 
and Matt, a recent graduate of MIT, 
moves back home to live with his 
parents and starts working at the 
video rental place in the mall. Enter 
Tori Fredreking, or as Matt calls her 
"The Fredreking." Matt's high school 
crush happens to wander into his 
video store and invites him to the 
end-of-the-summer party. This is 
his "in" as he puts it; his last chance 
to get the girl of his dreams. What 
ensues is a hilarious collection of 
felonies, misdemeanors, awkward 
conversations, and several 
truly heartwarming moments, 
culminating into one heck of a 
life-changing night.
You've already seen Take Me 
Home Tonight before even walking 
into the theatre. It operates on all 
the conventions of the "one crazy 
night" story. What makes it work is 
the relatability of each of the four 
main characters. Topher Grace, 
Anna Faris, Dan Folger, and Teresa 
Palmer play a group of early twenty­
somethings, each hung up on some 
issue or another. Each issue, while 
initially seeming different, comes 
down to the same emotion: fear. 
We're all scared of something, and 
this affects us to varying degrees. 
Whether it is Matt's crippling self­
doubt, or Tori's inability to live her 
life the way she truly desires, each 
character travels through the night's 
booze and occasionally cocaine- 
fueled events, learning about him 
or herself through these fears. Each 
character gets his or her chance to 
"take a shot" as Matt's father says. 
By first light, they might just be more 
sure of their places in the world.
All these characters feel real. Their 
problems, while not exactly the most 
dramatic, are certainly relatable. Grace 
is able to play Matt excellently, making 
what could have been a frustratingly 
impotent and whiny character into 
someone who is believable, and above 
all, likable. Grace shows that Matt has 
potential, that he's not just a loser, but 
instead stuck in some existential rut. 
We can't begrudge him for that, but 
we can definitely root for him and 
hope he works it out and gets "The 
Fredreking's" number.
Palmer also stands out, imbuing 
Tori Fredreking with an undeniable 
charm and irresistible allure. Her 
steady, growing interest in Grace's 
Matt is a joy to watch. Seeing him 
win over this stunning woman 
is as exciting as it is hilarious. 
His initial stumbles invite hands 
to cover eyes in embarrassment, 
but later he is able to become the 
upstanding and likable guy he is 
and impress her. It is classic stuff, 
but it works when the cast is right, 
and the cast is spot on in Take Me 
Home Tonight.
The film is set 
in the garishly 
colored '80s,
everyone's 
favorite decade to 
lampoon. The film 
doesn't do itself 
the disservice 
of playing the 
same jokes we 
play on the '80s. 
The film feels 
authentically of 
that time period, 
from the yearbook 
opening credits 
to the costumes, 
dialogue, sets, 
and scenery. 
Back to the Future 
posters hide in 
the background 
and girls wear 
leg warmers and 
headbands. Then 
then there is the 
soundtrack,a 
perfect collection 
of all the songs 
you recognize 
and even love 
from the decade 
of synthesizers, 
including an 
absolutely 
hilarious montage
set to "Straight
Outta Compton" by N.W.A.
"We're not thinking tonight. 
We're doing," Matt says to Tori. 
Indeed, sometimes you just have 
to throw caution to the wind and
dive right in. The results may 
surprise you.
Grade: A
THE ADJUSTMENT BUREAU
Prepare to be Adjusted
by Alison DeNisco '11
A&E Staff
"You do not have free will, David. 
You have the appearance of free will."
This is the message of The Adjustment 
Bureau. People do not really control 
their lives. Remember that day you 
couldn't find your keys? When your 
phone lost service while sending a 
text? Sure, it could have been chance, 
but it also might have been the work of 
the Adjustment Bureau, ensuring that 
your life sticks to "the plan."
The Adjustment Bureau centers on 
David (Matt Damon), a rising politician 
who has a seemingly chance encounter 
with contemporary dancer Elise (Emily 
Blunt). When fate brings them together 
again, the mysterious men of the 
Adjustment Bureau (headed by Mad 
Men's John Slattery) enter the scene to 
conspire to keep them apart, since their 
love is not part of "the plan." Will David 
let her go and accept his predetermined 
path to political greatness, or will he fight 
fate for the sake of their love? I'll let you 
guess the answer to that one.
Taken at the surface level, The 
Adjustment Bureau is entertaining and 
exciting. It focuses on an interesting 
concept complicating the issues of free 
will versus the plans of "the chairman," 
a.k.a. God or a higher power. It isn't 
until after the stimulating ride is over 
and you start to really delve into the 
subject of the film that serious flaws 
begin to show, mostly in the nature of
the men of the Adjustment Bureau; for 
example, why do these semi-divine, 
'50s mobster-style dudes who can 
transport themselves through space 
and secretly control our destinies have 
powers that are dependent on fedora 
hats and water?
These elements come together and fall 
apart at various points in the movie. For 
example, in an early scene in which David 
is learning about their power, Richardson 
lifts the marble floor with a flick of his 
finger, tripping him. Yet later, when David 
and Elise are frantically running through a 
building full of these guys, no one can seem 
to do anything to catch them. Another 
unintentionally comic scene involves a 
horrified Richardson in his omnipresent 
hat, standing over David and Elise as they 
sleep after they consummate their soul­
mate bond. Creepy!
However, the exquisite chemistry 
between Damon and Blunt is reason 
enough to see the film. Both give life to 
layered, interesting characters whose 
love you root for despite the ridiculous 
conditions. Their interactions are the 
definition of spark, enhancing the entire 
movie and adding wit and heart. Their 
love-conquers-all mentality (even, in a hint 
of blasphemy, God's plan) will give the 
delusional middle school girl inside of you 
hope that there really is someone who you 
are meant to be with—and that, hopefully, 
those nasty, fedora-wearing Bureau men 
won't try to tear your love apart.
There are also some beautifully shot 
action scenes in which the characters 
jump through opening and closing doors 
in various New York City locales, from 
Yankee Stadium to the Statue of Liberty.
The heart of the problem with The 
Adjustment Bureau is that it reminds you 
of movies that are similarly themed, but 
better, like the more involved Inception 
and Shutter Island. The film was originally 
set for a September 2010 release, but was 
pushed back to March, during which time 
writer and director George Nolfi (a co­
writer of The Bourne Identity films) attained 
some additional footage and reshoots. I 
would guess that this delay will ultimately 
help the film, as it will gamer fewer 
comparisons to the likes of the others.
Despite its flaws, The Adjustment 
Bureau does offer a fun night at the 
movies, with a thought-provoking 
concept and a superb romantic pairing 
in Damon and Blunt. Keep it at the 
surface level, and nothing really needs 
to be adjusted.
Grade: B+
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ALCOHOL IN POPULAR CULTURE:
YOU'RE DOING IT WRONG
by Catherine Northington '12
A&E Editor
Much like Mama Northington's signature pot roast, the 
subject of binge drinking is tender (sometimes deliciously 
so). And when you get down and dirty with it, you'll find 
it's straight-up juicy (marinated properly, that is).
Generally, A&E bows out when sensitive issues come into 
play. However, in light of this week's special issue, I will 
cast aside those reservations and launch an investigation 
into pop culture's role in binge-drinking at PC.
Pop culture and substance abuse go together like peanut 
butter and jelly, like Natty and Buff Chick, like Heidi Klum 
and Seal. You need look no further than the magazine covers 
in the grocery store checkout line to realize how thoroughly 
substance abuse has pervaded the public mind.
In conducting some "research" for this "study," I took to 
the Internet to see what kind of drunken celebrity videos I 
could dig up. Turns out, it doesn't take any digging at all. 
With the help of a simple YouTube search, I have witnessed 
an inebriated David Hasselhoff dismember a hamburger 
between his pathetically clumsy digits, a blasted Ben Affleck 
attempting softcore porno moves on a bewildered television 
interviewer, and a sloshed Alex Trebek spew out enough 
profanities to give Ken Jennings nightmares for the rest of 
his Mormon life.
The footage is all online—and there are plenty more where 
those came from. What disturbs me most, 1 think, is how 
enamored and delighted we are in witnessing the antics of 
drunken incompetents—especially the famous ones.
What is the mystique of hardcore drinking that makes it so 
alluring, especially to those in our age group? Somewhere in 
the past few decades, the glamorization of substance abuse— 
namely, boozin'—has become ubiquitous throughout all 
forms of popular culture.
Upon entering PC as starry-eyed freshmen, many of us 
anticipate our college experience will be a mash-up of Animal 
House and Old School spread out over a four-year period. All 
of these college-geared movies and television shows (ABC 
Family's hit program Greek is another example) contribute 
to our demographic's love for getting plastered/bombed/ 
messed-up/crunk/hammered/shwastey/just plain wasted.
Who could blame us? Hollywood makes this lifestyle 
look fun as hell. Which leads us to the question: 
How do those crafty studio execs, writers, and 
actors do it?
The answer: They don't need to do 
 anything to make drinking look fun. 
 Drinking IS fun, as many college 
students will attest.
Although these films are 
raucous, entertaining, and all in 
 good fun, their lightheartedness 
often leads us to dismiss the 
adverse effects of reckless 
 consumption. At our age, we 
I feel invincible, which deludes 
many lightweights into thinking 
they are capable of matching Jon 
Belushi drink for drink.
Usually such an undertaking 
will culminate in the drinker 
bent over the toilet, wishing for 
water, Advil, and sweet relief. 
Occasionally, it will end in a hospital 
visit. And even less frequently—a 
happenstance many of us regard as 
impossible—it results in death.
Done correctly, drinking can (and 
does) generate camaraderie among 
friends and acquaintances here at PC. 
Done incorrectly, it can cause fights, 
illness, and accidents.
So please, for all of our sakes, keep on 
having fun-but do it right.
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by Sarah Dombroski T3
Asst. A&E Editor
Amidst the constant hustle and 
bustle surrounding Thayer Street, 
one may overlook the unassuming 
"sushi haven" that is Shark. Shark, 
cloaked by a black awning next to 
Baja Burritos, offers several non- 
fishy alternatives if sushi gives you 
green gills, but for those normal 
humans, Shark is your prime 
fishing spot.
My roommate and I sauntered 
into Shark around five, and were 
immediately floored by the size 
of this incognito establishment. A 
sleek, cool dining room, framed by 
an exotic fish tank and slow burning 
candles, Shark is the prime spot for a 
hot date or a hip meal. Our waitress, 
bubbly and friendly, rattled off the 
outrageously exotic specials like it 
was child's play. We faced quite the 
dilemma at Shark that night: we 
wanted everything. If you and I can 
relate on the sushi-lovers level, then 
you understand. When fresh fish 
is flopping around in front of you, 
it's hard to not want to douse it in 
wasabi and soy sauce and just eat 
the whole ocean.
Alas, by putting self-restraint into 
practice, we decided on each getting 
a tuna avocado roll, and splitting a 
Spider roll between the two of us. 
The tuna avocado arrived first. The 
little, rolled up pieces looked perfect, 
no stray edges of seaweed or askew 
grains of rice. More importantly, the 
fish looked so fresh, we immediately 
dove in. Interrupting our premature 
feasting came our Spider roll. Ten 
pieces of soft shell crab, cucumber,
and avocado, all 
wrapped up and 
sprinkled with 
masago. We 
simultaneously 
looked at this 
masterpiece as 
a timeless work 
of art and a 
good thing that 
needed to come 
to an end in our 
stomachs. As 
you can probably 
already gather, 
we scarfed our 
food in a timely 
fashion. The 
waitress brought 
over the dessert 
menu, and as 
we perused, we 
found a surprising 
amount of
enticing options 
for a seemingly 
Japanese 
cuisine-themed 
restaurant. Shark 
offered everything from chocolate souffle 
to cheesecake, and, of course, the traditional 
ice cream coated tempura. After much 
deliberation, we decided to hold 
off on dessert, but Shark's calm 
and cool environment didn't make 
us feel like we were being pushed 
out even when our meal was 
finished. We sat and talked for a 
little longer, and noticed that other 
patrons seemed to have the same 
idea. A sign of a good restaurant is 
fostering an enjoyable atmosphere 
for those individuals who give your 
restaurant business, and Shark 
absolutely gives way for fun, and 
fine, dining.
After dinner, we decided to 
top off our lovely dinner with 
something other than tempura- 
covered ice cream, so we moseyed 
on over to Juniper for a frozen 
treat. Their organic frozen yogurt, 
topped off with berries and other 
kinds of chopped fresh fruit of 
your choosing, is the perfect palate 
cleanser after any, and every, meal. 
The expanded options of yogurt, 
offering blueberry in addition 
to original, jazzes up an already 
delicious post-dinner cool down 
(I'm comparing my average dining 
experience to a marathon.)
Our rip-roaring Tuesday night 
on Thayer was all of the adjectives 
you would want to be included in 
the description of a good meal, with 
good people.
Grade: A-
Editor vs. Editor
This Week: Favorite Board Game
Catherine Northington
Favorite Board Game: Apples to Apples
Her Thoughts: Apples to Apples is fun, 
fast-paced, and promotes high-energy 
gameplay. This makes it unique among 
board games, most of which are tedious 
tests of patience (during which I tend to fall 
asleep). It also promotes debate, laughter, 
and unpredictability through its subjective 
nature. Finally, the purpose of the game is to 
have fun with words. As a nerd, I find this 
idea to be especially exhilarating. It inspires 
players' creativity, making it a solid exercise 
of the mind. Most of all, in my experience, 
this game inspires countless bouts of laughter 
with friends—always a good go-to game to 
have in the room when you're looking to put 
off that studying just a little longer.
Her Views of Sarah: If I were to sit here and write that 
Scattergories is a bad game, then I would be a liar. That 
game is pretty damn fun, and thus, comes in a close 
second for me, as far as board games go. That board 
game's only flaw lies in the fact that it has TWELVE 
rounds. Granted, you don't have to play all twelve. But 
when you do play the game all the way through, it's 
pretty much a night-long commitment. Otherwise, 
GR8 CHOICE, SAR!
Sarah Dombroski
Favorite Board Game: Scattergories
Her Thoughts: This game rocks. I have never lost 
before, and I have played hundreds of times. It's a 
big deal, I'm not going to make it sound like it's not, 
so, challenge me. I dare you. Anyway, people tend to 
gravitate towards things that they're good at, hence why 
I chose this essential board game. It is the most pure 
and more perfect example of a game because it combines 
equal parts intelligence and creativity. What's better?! A 
chance to truly express yourself while reigning superior 
over others, a perfect formula, really.
Her Views of Catherine: Apples to Apples is 
a good game, but not a great game. Here 
is my reasoning: when people don't 
get into it, it sucks. Plain and simple. 
Scattegories is always fun, because 
when people don't get into it as much 
as you, you can insult your companions 
for being incompetent and unintelligent. 
Furthermore, you can even play yourself, 
(if you find yourself sans-amigos...) a fun 
function that Apples to Apples does not offer. 
Also, Scattergeories is kind of old school —and 
vintage is so chic!
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Picks of the Week
by Tim Morris T4
A&E Staff
Music
Big Echo
The Morning Benders
Hie Morning Benders' Big Echo (2010) has 
been racking up a good amount of playing 
time on my iPod. I came across their first 
album, Talking Through Tin Cans, in 2008, and 
was immediately hooked on the jangling, 
effortless sound of songs like "Patient Patient" 
and "Damnit Anna." Frontman Chris Chu and 
his bandmates teamed up with Chris Taylor 
(of Grizzly Bear) to produce Big Echo. To date, 
this album is their second and most recent 
work, but it has already earned the Benders 
a few nods from other major performers. 
They have toured with the likes of MGMT, 
The Black Keys, and Death Cab For Cutie. 
What has brought Big Echo so much success 
is its cavernous, indie rock sound. "Excuses" 
showcases Chu's ability to sing over a small 
orchestral arrangement, and a few tracks later, 
he and his bandmates bop along to the peppy 
"Cold War." Listen after listen has led me to 
the conclusion that the Benders make for some 
great study music.
the morning benders
BIG ECHO
Movie
The Men Who Stare at Goats 
directed by Grant Heslov
Jeff Bridges holds a special place in the humorous 
ventricle of my heart. I cannot give enough 
praise to his role as Army officer Bill Django in 
The Men Who Stare at Goats (2009). After serving 
in the Vietnam War, Django returns to the U.S. 
and offers to carry out research on alternative 
methods of warfare. His exploration turns into the 
lifestyle of your average hippie: he experiments 
with psychedelic drugs and embraces that weird 
spirituality fueled by love for Mother Nature. 
Django then returns to the military and creates 
a branch of psychic soldiers known as the New 
Earth Army. Many years later, a struggling 
journalist named Bob Wilton (Ewan McGregor) 
hears of the experiment, which leads him to Lynn 
Cassady (George Clooney), a wom-out veteran of 
the New Earth Army who has been spending his 
time in Iraq. Together, Wilton and Cassady make 
their way across the Iraqi desert and eventually 
reconnect with Django. What follows this reunion 
only adds to the silly unusualness of the movie 
(hint: LSD is involved).
Book
The Count of Monte Cristo 
by Alexandre Dumas
I read The Count of Monte Cristo during 
my freshman year of high school and no 
other book (nope, not even Harry Potter) has 
managed to unseat its spot at the top of my list. 
While Alexandre Dumas penned The Count 
during the mid-1800s, time has not detracted 
from its awesomeness. The main character, 
Edmond Dantes, is what every modem 
radass aspires to be. He has enough money to 
ruy himself an island, he is an accomplished 
swordfighter, and he makes use of many 
different disguises. But Dantes is not bom into 
this swanky lifestyle. Originally a sailor, he 
is about to many his fiancee when a corrupt 
prosecutor throws him in prison. He befriends 
another inmate there, the Abbe Faria, who 
reveals the secret location of a large amount of 
treasure. Faria dies, and when Dantes escapes 
from prison, he takes the treasure for himself. 
Dantes is Dantes no more, but the vengeful 
Count of Monte Cristo. He goes about ruining 
the lives of those responsible for his lost youth. 
The Count of Monte Cristo is a timeless story that 
runs on raw emotion. See the movie adaptation 
if you'd like, but the effect isn't the same.
POKEDIARY #1
by Corey Plante 'll
A&E Staff
This is a selection from the diary entries of Pokemon 
trainer Flint Jr., a fatherless ten-year-old from Nuvema Town, 
regarding his misadventures in the Unova region with his 
Oshawott named Jack.
March 6, 2011 - Nuvema Town
Dear Pokediary,
I was taking my midday nap and dreaming about the beautiful 
Professor Juniper when my know-it-all best friend, Cheren, rudely woke 
me. He was shouting about how today was the day that Prof. Juniper 
was finally giving each of us our first Pokemons. Soon enough, my 
other bimbo of a best friend, Bianca, showed up blathering about how 
excited she was, too. On my table was a large box with a note written in 
Prof. Juniper's elegant, sweeping handwriting. Sure enough, today was 
the day that I became a man.
There were three Pokeballs inside: a grass snake, a fire pig, and 
a cool sea otter-looking thing. Considering my fear of snakes and 
hatred of pigs, I quickly chose what Cheren told me was an 'Oshawatt.' 
Besides, I had read on Pokepedia that Oshawotts eventually evolve 
into awesome samurai-dragons —so much cooler than a snake or a 
dirty, fat pig. I named my Pokemon Jack, because Samurai Jack, like 
my eventual samurai-dragon, is wicked awesome. Cheren and Bianca 
took my leftovers.
Before long, Bianca was freaking out and forced me into battling her, 
even though Cheren insisted that we shouldn't do it inside. I told him 
to chill out. Obviously, Jack totally owned Bianca's chubby firepig, but 
it did trash my room beyond belief. (Side-note: I've decided to start 
calling Bianca "Ms. Piggy." She doesn't like the nickname for some 
reason.) Then, instead of helping me clean, Cheren magically cured 
Jack just so he could battle me. Otters eat snakes, so you can guess how 
that went for Cheren. (Another side note: I also decided to start calling 
Cheren "Sharon." I think he likes his nickname less than Ms. Piggy 
likes hers.)
Downstairs, Mom miraculously didn't care about the mess and told 
me she would clean it up later. Happy for so many reasons, I walked 
out into the crisp autumn air with Ms. Piggy and Cheren and headed 
for Prof. Juniper's lab...
Like words? 
Like writing cool 
things with words?!
JOIN the A&E 
STAFF so you can 
be interesting and 
hilarious in a 
public forum!
Pick up an 
application in Slavin 
LL05 today!
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PC IN PICTURES Compiled byBilly Nawrocki'12 & Dan Nieto'11
TED PHILLIPS ’12/THE COWL
KRISTEN WHALEN ’11/THE COWL
ABOVE:
On Tuesday, March 8, BMSA sponsored a Mardi 
Gras celebration in McPhail's.ABOVE:
A bus decorating competition took place last Saturday, which 
included WDOM, Student Congress, Alumni Association, BMSA, and 
other clubs and organizations.
SAADIA AHMAD ’14/THE COWL
ABOVE:
One of the groups at the Campus Ministry's Twilight Retreat, held on 
Saturday night, put together and made a colorful mixture of soapbars.
Dr. Woods by Derek Knox '11 Is Charlie Sheen the new Joaquin?
Charlie Sheen by Bridget R
eed '12
RovingPhotography
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What are you giving up for Lent?
"Coca-Cola."
Shannon Kelly '12
"Ping-Pong."
Chris Montano '12, Joey Palermino '12
"Lili Wok."
Laura Walsh '11, Peter Nguon '11
"Hunting for mice in Aquinas."
Olivia Jelenik '13, Mackenzie Angels '13, 
Amy Balfe '13
"Planning events"
Peter Proulx '13, Patrick Fischer '13, Mike Keane '13
"Being in The Cowll"
Reverend Father Peter M. Batts, O.P
Charlie Sheen"
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New Voices of Portfolio
What if...
by Kiernan Dunlop '14
Portfolio Staff
Fiction
"What if...?" The question came 
into his head. "What if this is not the 
way my life was supposed to turn out? 
What if I did everything wrong, I made 
the wrong choices, and screwed it all 
up? What if I was supposed to have a 
really great life and I had all the chances 
in the world, but I just ignored them?" 
If he had nothing to think about, this 
was where his thoughts usually took 
him. As it turned out, he rarely had 
anything to think about.
He looked down at his coffee in 
desperation. Was he crazy? Should he 
be happy with everything he had and 
just move on? He knew he should be. 
He took just one look at the news and 
he saw he was in better shape than 
half the country, but he didn't feel that 
way. Even though terrible things were 
happening to other people, at least 
something was happening to them. He 
went through the same dull routine 
every day and he was sick of it. When 
he was younger, he didn't think his life 
would turn out like this. He thought 
life was going to be exciting. He used to 
dream of the far-off places he would go 
and all the crazy adventures he would 
have, like the ones he read about in 
books, but it didn't turn out like that at 
all. In fact, he had never even been out 
of the country.
He looked around the coffee shop 
at the people sitting around him 
and he wanted to trade places with 
any one of them just to experience 
something different and to get out 
of his own head. His head: that was 
the problem, that was why he felt 
this way. If he could just fix his head 
then he would finally be happy. He 
would finally be able to lift himself 
up and away from these terrible
feelings that haunted him. But how? 
How can someone change their way 
of thinking when it is how they have 
been programmed for decades?
He gave up, he knew nothing would 
ever change and he just had to accept it. 
He pushed away his coffee, got up, and 
left the cafe. He walked for a while, just 
trying to avoid going home and trying 
to accept the conclusion he had finally 
come to-he was stuck and there was 
nothing he could do to change it.
There was no use walking 
anymore. It was getting dark and he 
could barely see, so he walked to his 
car. He began to drive and still he 
couldn't bring himself to go home. 
He drove down deserted backroads. 
Somehow, the looming trees above 
him made him feel better. They stood 
alone too, tall and strong. A thought 
came into his head: he could easily 
turn the wheel and drive headfirst 
into one of those trees. He was going 
40 miles per hour. There was no way 
he would survive. It would be over; 
his dull life would end. It wouldn't 
matter if he died now or ten years 
from now, it was all the same. No one 
would remember him either way, no 
one would cry at his funeral and curse 
God for taking him away. He wasn't 
worth anything, easily replaceable, 
like a dead car battery. It would be so 
easy. He would die instantly and he 
wouldn't even feel a pinch.
Then, he reached a stoplight. His 
house was the next right. "I can't do 
it," he thought to himself. "I can't 
even kill myself, I don't even have the 
guts to do it." He continued on to his 
typical suburban home, got out of his 
car, and went inside. When he opened 
the door, he was bombarded by two 
young girls screaming.
"Daddy, daddy, you're home!" He 
took them in his arms, gave them 
both big kisses, and carried them into 
the kitchen.
Icicles
by Emily Goodnow '14 
Portfolio Staff
Icicles ominously hover over my window. 
The sharp tips grip my attention;
Their translucence clarifies my mind 
And prompts me to prophesize.
Six icicles,
Narrowing, suffocating into sharpened points. 
Crystal daggers float across the snowy backdrop. 
They didn't choose to be weapons.
They were only innocent water droplets, 
Trickling over rooftops,
Trapped into cold, immobile submission.
If only tenderness could melt the icicles. 
If only their poignant points would dull. 
But in this wintry hibernation, 
Icicles dart the chilling atmosphere; 
They freeze swirling water 
And the warm bloodstream 
That runs to my heart.
When spring air breezes by,
The icicles will lose their rigid shapes. 
Droplets will dance from the gutters;
Rain will fall, loosening the solid stiffness. 
The violent daggers will lose their power.
When the reign of frozen tyrants ceases, 
A warm revolution will overthrow, 
And the icicles and I will run free.
Portfolio
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Bottom of the Bottle
Dear Hyper Drunk,
Well, here we are, passed out across the threshold of the apartment 
entrance. Apparently, you didn't have that last quanta of energy required 
to drag your drunk ass all the way in. Where did all that energy go? Oh, 
I don't know. Maybe it's the crash from the three energy drinks you pre­
gamed with. Maybe it was the two hours of high-intensity dancing at the 
bar. You sang every song at the top of your lungs and showed off those sick 
moves you learned on YouTube—the girls loved it (they were definitely 
laughing at you). Maybe it was the fact that later on, at the late-night, you 
got caught up in that contest to see who could gargoyle the keg for the 
longest (I think you "won"); or that subsequently, a dance party ensued 
and you demonstrated remarkable inner-ear function, dancing maniacally 
on the two square feet of coffee table that wasn't already occupied by a 
human body. Then, there was the hardcore parkour across lower campus 
to the food truck. You and your friends carried your roommate on your 
shoulders the rest of the way back to the dorm, singing your "Viking 
song" and inviting any underclassmen you passed to a post-game at the 
apartment where, purportedly, you were all going to roast him and eat 
him. So has it really come as a surprise to you, when you finally got back 
home and let your burden fall from your shoulders in a heap, that you lack 
the infinitesimal bit of stamina required to traverse the common room and 
climb up into bed? Just lie there a minute or two and chew it over. Your 
heart rate will soon subside enough to stand up and walk to the couch. Or 
if you fall asleep first, maybe the cleaning lady will be generous enough 
to sweep you across the threshold when she arrives in the morning. Either 
way, sleep tight. Your muscles will thank you tomorrow for feeling like 
they just went a round against Manny Pacquiao.
Sincerely,
Yourself
-Written by Bobby Bretz '12
Dear Skanky Drunk,
I get cold just looking at you. I mean, it's winter and you are wearing 
a skirt small enough to be a belt. I guess you're trying to show off your 
body while you still have it, but newsflash: you would have that hot body 
longer if you didn't expose it to below freezing temperatures. I mean, 
don't forget you have a whole summer to wear practically nothing. Also, 
do you even know the name of the person who has their tongue down 
your throat? Chances are no; chances are if you weren't drunk it might 
make you want to vomit, but hey, you probably already want to vomit. 
Lucky for you, if you do, you probably won't remember in the morning. 
Here's a tip: throwing up in the bathroom or on the ground because you 
are too drunk to stand is not attractive. And hooking up with everything 
that moves, well that's just a lot of work. Don't you think it's a bad sign 
when you don't know how many people you've made out with in a given 
night? You are not Julia Roberts. If you dress like a hooker, Richard Gere 
is not going to come and buy you a whole new wardrobe. The kinds of 
guys that you are attracting with the look you have going on really aren't 
winners. If by some miracle you actually end up meeting a good guy that 
you like when you're out drinking, you're not really the kind of girl he's 
going to be rushing to take home to Mom. You dress the way you do and 
get crazy drunk to get attention, but is it really the kind of attention you 
want? The guys that are talking to you do not care about what you think 
or about your life story. The only thing that they care about is that you are 
a little sloppy and they think they have a shot at some fun with you. I'm 
aware that I'm being harsh, but it's the truth. You think it's so glamorous 
to get dressed up and go out, but it is not at all glamorous to stumble 
around the dance floor and fall all over people. You do not look hot, you 
look like a hot mess. My advice: put some clothes on and be responsible. 
And you don't need to go out every night of the week, find some new 
interests.
-Written by Kiernan Dunlop T4 Sincerely,
A Concerned Bystander
Dear Desperate Drunk,
I can see it from across the room, though you don't think anyone will notice. I see that look creep into the corner of your eyes and steadily pour itself 
all over your face. I know that look and what is sure to follow it. Every time I see it, I hope that you'll finally remember all the sober conversations we have 
and shoo it away. But when you drink, I think your memory takes a leave of absence, so I'm usually disappointed when you reach out to grab that bored- 
looking guy standing next to you, almost spilling his drink in the process. He gives you a look of pure annoyance, which you take for concern, and he snaps 
"whooaaa, watch out," which you somehow misconstrue as an invitation to spill your life story. But I guess its hard to see and hear with all that Rubinoff 
drowning your nervous system.
So off you go recounting how you've just failed a calc test, have only eaten a yogurt today because of the ridiculous diet you're on, and how your hair looks 
like a total mess. The kid leans back against the wall and pretends to listen to your rant, all the while staring into the red Solo cup he's holding, and probably 
contemplating if there's enough liquid in there to drown himself. He doesn't care anything about what you re saying, and is only still standing there because 
he's probably decided that your butt looks hot in that tight skirt you're wearing. You lean in closer and closer, gesturing wildly about how much you suck as 
a person, waiting for him to comfort you and heroically slash all your insecurities. You need him to assure you that you're smart and will succeed in life. You 
want him to tell you how you're crazy to go on a diet since your body is so awesome. Most of all, you desperately need him to declare how your hair is fine 
because you're one of the prettiest girls he's ever seen.
But he doesn't say any of that. None of those boys ever do. And you know why? Because all they can see is how desperate you are. Desperate for attention 
and the reassurance that your existence isn't completely worthless. Does your desperation bother them? Not really. Because they are probably just as desperate 
as you are, which is why you always manage to go home with them. They secretly want the reassurance that someone cares about them, just as much as you 
do, even if only for a drunk second. However, I can see your desperation from across the room and so can everyone else. Other girls call you "pathetic" and 
"needy," imitating your drunken sway. Other boys memorize your face for future reference, quickly adding you to their "easy hook-up list," under the "extra 
desperate" category. But me? 1 just sit and watch, wishing my sober words of affirmation were enough to prevent this wreck in the first place.
But they aren't, and they never will be. You're the captain of the SOS Desperate and are obligated to go down with your ship in a sea of Busch light. 
Unfortunately, I've run out of lifeboats and it's up to you to build your own. But I'll still leave with you if that kid gets too bored and decides it's not worth 
enticing you back to his room. I'll let you cry on my shoulder tomorrow when you realize how stupid you must have looked. And most of all, I'll tell you 
that you don't need to be desperate because you are smart, skinny, and pretty. But you won't believe me. You never do. You only believe the alcohol because 
it brings out your true feelings about yourself and therefore, I must be the liar. That's ok though, I'm used to it.
-Written by Margaret Barresi T2
Love,
A friend
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Dear Blackout Drunk,
I bet you're wondering how that armchair ended up in your 
room. I also bet you're wondering how you got that cut on your 
hand. Let me clue you in: you dropped the chair and fell on 
your face. You were walking back from the bar, found a chair all 
by its lonesome, and got it in your head that it would make a 
wonderful addition to your standard bed, desk, and chair. How 
you got it past security, I'll never know. Let's not mention that it 
could be infested with bed bugs, and that while fellow classmates 
may have laughed and high-fived you, they are probably going 
to judge you when you have to get rid of it. I won't lie: I got a 
kick out of it. But now it's just gross that you have a grungy old 
armchair in your room. So, once you wake up, I suggest that you 
shower, and drink some serious coffee. Then, reflect on this letter 
and try to remember last night. If you don't believe me, you have 
the chair to prove it.
-Written by Keely Mohin T4 Sincerely,
Someone who cares
Dear Philosophical Drunk,
News flash: your name is not Aristotle. As you raise your red Solo cup, clear 
your throat, and call everyone to attention, I can already hear the uninterested 
groans from everyone in the room. I think it's great that you've actually been 
paying attention in Civ these days (I totally thought you were Facebook chatting 
on your Mac, but I guess you were actually taking notes), but I would really rather 
not listen to you ramble about the meaning of life. I get my dose of philosophy 
Monday through Friday at 9:30a.m. in Moore III. It’s 11:30p.m. on a Saturday 
night and I am not interested in hearing your views on celibacy. I know you think 
that you have the most original and perceptive opinions on human reason and 
the inherently evil will, but seriously, leave it to Augustine.
Alcohol is never going to lead you to a philosophical epiphany. I know you 
feel as though you've endured the seven layers of Hell, purgatory, and paradise, 
and now you are suddenly cured from your evil temptations, but believe it or not, 
you are not Dante. And no, I am not Virgil, your honorable guide on your journey 
through the depths of the inferno. I am your caring friend who is guiding you 
on your descent down the Guzman Hill because you can barely stand up. If you 
really want to deliberate on the existence of God, then join the philosophy club. 
And do it soberly, please.
-Written by Emily Goodnow T4 Sincerely,
Dear Careless Drunk, Overloaded by Civ
I can see you walking out of the bar. Your clothes are plastered to your body 
from the heat of the crowd amassed inside, like bees swarming in a nest. It 
looks like you've been stung. You're playing with the ends of your sweat- 
soaked hair, searching for someone who is not coming. Your lipstick-smeared 
lips are trembling because it's cold and you don't have a coat. But it's your eyes 
that scare me the most. At first glance, they look sad; there's a glimmer to them 
that foretells tears and they're rimmed with red blotches, as if you have been 
rubbing them dry. But as I continue to observe you, I notice that there's another 
emotion teeming over the edges of your sanity, threatening to break you into 
pieces: anger.
I don't know what happened to you. Maybe your friends deserted you; 
maybe the boy you like is dancing with another girl; maybe the stress of the 
past week has caught up with you and all you want to do is scream. You take a 
step forward and almost fall down, so you kick your heels off and start walking 
on the bare pavement. I want to tell you it's dangerous, but it's too late. You've 
already stepped on the broken beer bottle and the blood is gathering around 
your feet, like dead rose petals decaying on the ground.
I can see the men on the other side of the road watching you. They're patiently 
waiting for you to come closer, eyeing your every move like a hawk swarming 
around a helpless mouse. One of them slowly licks his lips and narrows his 
eyes into black slits. The corners of his mouth rise slightly on both sides and his 
friends take a step back, acknowledging his claim over you.
You have obviously been drinking. From where I stand, I can sense the stench 
of stale liquor and sour beer. It oozes out of your skin in small, nauseating 
waves, dripping down your arms and legs until it forms murky puddles of 
loathsomeness and despair at your feet. A group of boys and girls leave the bar 
and you turn your head, watching as they cheerfully skip down the sidewalk 
and across the road, heading to the next party. You want to join them. You try 
to yell out to them, but you have no voice.
At this point they're almost back to campus, and you can only make out the 
silhouettes of the girls as they swing their dainty arms back and forth. You're 
angry that they're not waiting for you. They must know that you're there; they 
must know that you're alone. You start to walk, intent upon catching them 
before they turn the corner and disappear forever. You don't care what you 
have to do to get to them. I watch as you walk out into the street, out in front 
of a speeding car.
I wish I could have stopped you. I wish I could have told you about the 
wonderful life you would have had. I wish you knew how sad and angry you 
have made me. But why would you care?
-Written by Dara Plath '13 Sincerely,
The person you left behind
Dear Drunk (crying in 
the corner),
Look around. If you can stop the water works for two seconds, you'll see that 
no, you're actually not alone in your room. You are in the middle of a public 
gathering. Those blurry images condensed in your tears are people. They're 
having a good time too, until they look over and see you, the blubbering mess.
They know you too. They know your name is not "blubbering mess," or 
"belligerent with a capital B." They know who you are from classes, clubs, 
and from passing you on campus. They are friends, classmates, flirts, rebels, 
jocks, and rivals, and you are showing a great side of yourself to them. You're 
showing them you're a mess.
They are not good defenses either. The way that they are shifting and 
changing places, bumping to the rhythm of the night and suggestively seeking 
more than casual encounters, they arenot hiding you. They expose your puffy 
eyes, your endless tears, your running nose, and the shreds of improvised 
tissues you managed to find. They will shift back into place though. They'll 
turn, see your puddle of a face with reddened and bloated flesh and try to keep 
the good times rolling. They'll shift like an uncoordinated battalion, working 
to conceal your breaking moment. They will shift without structure or order 
and at different times. You will always be visible, counting the tears filling 
your Solo cup.
List your problems. Through your congested and scratchy voice, name 
your problems that you've pushed into the box inside your chest. Alcohol is a 
twisted key, shaped like a crowbar that pries all your problems up and out. The 
pressure makes your eyes swell, your face cringe, and your nose collapse. Go 
ahead and list them: school, family, friends, relationships, love, work, worries, 
anxieties, and life in general.
Now grab a hold of them. Tuck them into your coherent and logical head 
where your best features lie. Come across your patience, wisdom, confidence, 
and have them help you understand life is like this sometimes. It's being the 
person crying in a room and it is the need to fall apart.
But let it happen somewhere where it will be wholly received. Call a friend 
to discuss the pressures in your life. Don't let alcohol be your means of letting 
it all out. When the pressures of life become too much, all you want is for 
someone to see and hear you. It's why you break. You want them to see that 
you are not okay, that you need their help, and that you need them to be there 
to listen.
But look at you. I'm seeing you like the mess everyone else is trying to 
conceal and ignore. I want you to get up and leave. I want you to avoid the 
party and to come to me when you need to break.
Written by Conor Leary 'll
PHOTO COURTESY MARTIN WALLS
Sincerely,
The person sitting 
 beside you
(catching your tears)
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Behold, the Reckoning: Kings
by Conor Leary 'll
Portfolio Editor
Fiction
It was her time. Monica felt the 
glorious breezes of Heaven lifting her 
hair and replenishing her face with 
life. She had felt a tingling sensation 
beneath her cheekbones in the weeks 
following the beginning of the world's 
decay. Now, as the beams of golden 
sunlight touched down on the earth 
and filtered through angelic feathers, 
she felt electricity. When he spoke to 
her, it brought feeling into the middle 
of her head with a sudden charge.
"Monica..." Her name reverberated 
behind her tongue. She felt his voice 
emanate through her. The angel's voice 
possessed a seismic power. It rattled 
her soul with energy.
"We have come to aid the world. 
We've been sent to you." The angel's face 
seemed translucent It had been molded 
to perfection, but gilded with such light, it 
made Monica pinch her eyes to look at him. 
His mouth moved fluidly along with his 
nimble neck as he scanned the other angels 
around him and the surrounding area.
"Why have you come to me?" It 
was then that Monica realized there 
were other humans standing in the 
field. They stood, quiet and small, in 
the radiant presences of the twelve 
angels bringing unpronounced 
shimmer to the barren field. Looking 
closer and lingering, she saw life in 
their faces.
"We have been sent to lead you all. 
My word is true. Your action is needed. 
In light, darkness shall fall."
Monica stepped farther into the 
golden light and finished for him: 
"In the brightness, shield your eyes 
and fight."
It was her time. Valerie stood at the 
mouth of a smoldering volcano, the 
red lava searing her eyes. She hadn't 
blinked. Her skin was sizzling and she 
welcomed the smothering pressure 
with opens arms and falling clothing. 
She inhaled the billowing black smoke 
into her body and felt it infect her 
skeleton. Her body remained poised, 
her feet absorbing the singeing ash.
"Are you not going to strike?" She 
hissed and flashed sadistic eyelashes 
towards the open pit of magma. She 
waited for the center to dive into a 
gaping mouth. A strong wave of heat 
brought her eyes to the dark man 
standing at the volcano's other side.
"You mean to summon him?" 
He called to her and she felt a growl 
bubble up her throat. She wanted to 
see the real Satan, to discover him in 
his naked and excessively invulnerable 
form. She didn't want to see him in an 
envoy's battle, where he lived like a 
parasite. She wanted to feast her eyes 
on the darkest king the world knew. 
She let her growl simmer until it 
exploded out of the volcano. Her face 
was slapped with a defeating level of 
heat, but she maintained her balance. 
She peered out to find a column of 
magma reaching up towards the dark 
sky. Heaven remained blind.
"Why have you not ascended? 
Strike now and you will find many 
disciples!" Out of the column whipped 
a homed face. It chomped fiery teeth in 
front of her face that crumbled to ash 
only to reignite.
"Who are you to question my 
strategy?" It roared. Valerie raised an 
eyebrow, smudging ash under her eye 
like war paint.
"The first of many."
It was his time. Benjamin needed to 
say something. He worked and went 
everyday to the small town to gather 
the congregation back. The recent 
events were shoved in his face and 
down his throat:
"Where was God when the pope 
was assassinated?"
"Where's God to help now?" 
"Where has his mercy gone?"
He stood in the empty church on 
Sunday. It was just about noon and 
every seat was left lifeless. Benjamin 
curled a fist around the Bible's 
unblinking cover.
"Excuse me.He heard a soft voice 
on the wind. He looked up to find a 
woman standing in the aisle.
"Yes?"
"I'm not here for mass. I need your 
help." Benjamin left the altar at the idea 
that someone was asking for his help. He 
gathered this woman's hands and found 
his own were freezing. They forced the 
pressure he was feeling and the anxiety 
he'd been experiencing onto her. Her 
hands were unbelievably warm, the 
temperature of a healer's. She absorbed 
his worries. He felt energy in her.
"My name is Monica."
"As in the saint?" She gave a small 
smiie as she turned into the gorgeous 
light. It filled the doorway completely.
"I don't know, but maybe the battle 
to come will say so." In that moment, 
Benjamin's eyes were opened to the 
brilliant wings catching the light and 
maximizing the unbelievable shimmer.
into the highStepping Monica 
noon light, he saw angels.
It was his time. Elliot was forced 
awake and thrown out of his terrible 
nightmare. But he was not entirely 
awake and he found the mercy of a 
generous deity to cherish. He still 
lay on the shores of his paradise and 
sensed the unbelievable warmth of the 
man keeping him there. He cowered 
on the shores of his dreamy paradise 
and pulled the images around him 
close to form an unbreakable womb. 
He found the man's strong hands and 
held them around him. He shivered at 
the chaos he had imagined. Lying in 
the sand, he glanced down to see the 
man's hand he clung to. It was radiant 
and bright. His own hand, the finger 
intertwined tightly and supported by 
its slumbering partner, looked gray. It 
looked so different as if it had shared 
the color of the man's once, but it had 
just fallen away.
"It is not my time." He argued and 
looked out at the distant horizon. 
Just for a moment, he wondered 
about another world on the brink 
of destruction. He wondered how it 
was doing, if the contest had been 
decided, and if anyone he had loved 
once had died.
"It is not my time." He pushed himself 
closer to the shore and felt the man at 
his back pull him away from his distant 
thoughts. He let his free hand drop into 
the sand. He corm ted every grain of sand 
on the beach that he could to pass his 
first sleepless night in paradise away.
The countdown to the Reckoning continues...
5...
Come the schism wide
When the storm
When it spreads its wings 
Will it beat the city white?
Come the storm
A melody permeating the psychiatric halo, 
undulating, toiling, slurring the sharp curl of acetone- 
to nourish the kibosh of embers and weathered pearls, 
and freeze the secret link of insomnia and longing.
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Come the lacerations
Come the fissure in the sky
When the storm
When it opens wide
When it consumes the city bright
In the dorms
In the silent morn
Will we be spared our plight?
A spark to trip the curve of a polished cadaver, breaks 
a Labrador captivated by the succulent scorch of ice. 
The molecular confusion propagates a crisp jingle, 
gliding through the shine of a midnight continuum.
Haunting water will shine the requiem of glassy chad|f 
to collide and ruminate a refracting quirk of clear.
PHOTO COURTESY LU TB
Snowfall, 3 a.m.
by Bobby Bretz ’12
Portfolio Staff
Come the storm 
Come the aberrations
My 50 Favorite words
by Margaret Barresi *12
Portfolio Staff t
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Meeting Tabitha
by Keely Mohin '14 
Portfolio Staff
Fiction
"You get five minutes. Do you 
understand?" Stillman said as he glanced 
up and down the long, marble hallway. 
Grady and I had accompanied him to his 
night shift at the prison in order to talk 
to Tabitha about finding Lila, Grady's 
mother and Prime Minister Braden's 
former lover, as she had suggested to 
members of the Resistance. Grady had 
wanted to go alone. I, however, jumped 
at the chance of getting away from my 
parents. I didn't know how to.. .deal with 
them yet. I didn't know what it was like to 
feel loved by a parent, to be hugged and 
kissed and fussed over. It unhinged me.
"We understand," Grady said, all 
business-like. The moment Stillman told 
him we had to find his mother he became 
once again distant and emotionless. He 
morphed again into the automaton I 
had previously known. However, at my 
present state, I preferred impassiveness 
to emotionality. I had my own issues to 
think about.
"Okay" Stillman said as he backed 
away towards the two great doors leading 
to the patrolmen's offices. "I can give you 
ten minutes at best. Use them wisely." We 
watched as Stillman walked stealthily away, 
and then, turned to look at one another.
"Well," Grady said stiffly, "shall we?" 
I nodded and followed him down the 
long, surprisingly immaculate, gray stone- 
floored hallway. As we passed each cell, 
occupied by only a bed, table, toilet, and 
sink, various inhabitants called out to us 
and pleaded for assistance. Grady glanced 
upon their desperate faces, perhaps 
recognizing some from the Resistance. If he 
did though, he gave no sign of it. His face 
was an utter mask. I sighed and walked in 
tandem with him, my eyes glued ahead.
When we reached the end of the 
corridor, Grady grasped my arm and 
raised his eyebrows in the direction to 
a cell to his left. Within it, a silver haired 
woman sat cross-legged, cards gathered in 
her hand, as she spoke to the inhabitant of 
a neighboring cell to the right of her own.
"Do you have any sixes?" she asked 
as she scrutinized her own cards. Her 
opponent, a middle-aged portly man 
with a cigar dangling from his mouth, 
hesitated before responding.
"Go fish," he said gruffly.
"Now Donald, I know that's a lie. I can 
tell when you are lying, dear! Hand it over." 
Donald mumbled some profanities under 
his breath as he slid the card through one 
of the metal bars. Tabitha squealed with 
delight as she placed another pair upon the 
ground. She glanced in our direction and 
her smile broadened. I followed Grady as 
he approached his grandmother.
"Grady, dear! How are you! Let me 
get a good look at you! What a handsome 
man you are becoming. Don't you think 
he is handsome?" Tabitha glanced at 
me, a twinkling glee in her eyes, and I 
stammered awkwardly. Grady sighed, 
as if used to such antics.
"Tabitha, this is Sadie. Sadie, 
Tabitha." He gestured lazily with his 
hands and I smiled slightly at Tabitha, 
not quite yet unshaken from my 
encounter with my parents.
"Grady! How many times have I told 
you? Do not call me Tabitha! Grandma! 
Grandma." Tabitha said with emphasis. 
"You see," she said, glancing at Donald 
and at myself, as if to include us in the 
conversation, "he still isn't comfortable 
with emotion quite yet. It's very common 
in the younger members of the Resistance. 
They like the idea of feeling, sure, but they 
don't know how to approach it because 
it's so foreign." Her eyes fell upon me 
as she finished, smiling shrewdly as if 
reading my thoughts and knowing that 
I experienced a similar conflict. I glanced 
awkwardly at the floor.
"Okay," Grady said, "Grandma, 
what is this about finding Lila. What 
exactly do you want us to do?"
"Manners first, business later. Grady this 
is Donald, Donald this is Grady and his new 
friend Sadie." Grady winced a bit at such 
an intimate term. I bit my lip. "Donald," 
Tabitha continued, "was arrested for being 
caught in a public act of affection. What was 
her name again, dear?" Donald pulled his 
cigar from his mouth and flicked some ash 
outside his cell into the hallway.
"I couldn't even tell you. To tell you the 
truth, I was just desperate for some s-"
"Never mind!" Tabitha said loudly, as 
Grady choked back a laugh and I felt my 
face flame red in what I assumed must be 
embarrassment, both of us knowing what 
he meant to say. "Well," Tabitha said as she 
patted the bun in her hair, "that is enough of 
the introductions, I suppose." We remained 
in awkward silence for a moment.
"Lila?" Grady asked after a few 
seconds had passed, his eyebrows 
raised in expectation. Tabitha closed 
her eyes and smiled.
"Lila," she said in assent.
"You want us to find her?" Tabitha 
opened her eyes and began gathering 
the cards into a neat pile.
"Yes, I think that's best." She stood 
and dusted off her long skirt.
"Why?" Grady asked.
"Because," Tabitha said as Donald 
passed her his own cards and she fitted 
them into their container, "I think it 
will help Braden see sense."
"How?" Tabitha sighed, for the first 
time showing a trace of frustration 
rather than utter serenity.
"He loved her, Grady. He loved her 
the way humans love: passionately and 
desperately and with very little sense of 
logic. That doesn't go away overnight, 
especially if you refuse to deal with it. 
He didn't make peace with her leaving. 
He didn't understand why I thought 
she should. Looking back, I don't even 
remember what my reasoning was. I'll 
never forgive myself for...Well that's in 
the past. What's important is the future, 
and the future lies with Lila. You need 
to find her and bring her back here. And 
Braden needs to see her."
"And then?" I asked, speaking for 
the first time. Tabitha looked at me, her 
eyes unbearably kind.
"And then what dear?" she asked gently.
"And then what do we do?" She smiled.
"Then we do nothing. All will 
be well after that. Here," she said 
once again turning to Grady, "take 
this. It's her address. And this!" She 
scurried to her bed and pulled a 
small vile filled with a pale liquid. 
She passed it through the bars into 
Grady's hand.
"What's this?" Grady asked 
bemusedly.
"A sight serum. Drink it right 
Myth of Mister 
Silverstein
by Alex BetGeorge ’11
Portfolio Staff
Hi
I’m
Icarus
and I’m
falling
not through the cracks
or between the lines
of lineless paper— parchment, really
on which Homer wrote
tangents
musings 
history
not as atmospheric condensation 
into puddles coddled in tar 
depressions in city intersections 
with surfaces palpitating
from the roll of rubber tires
from the slap of rubber soles 
and laminated in gasoline
not from the abstracted height of 
honor buttressing monarchs’ bums 
with red velvet cushions atop 
gold-plated throne seats 
melted off when the have-nots 
painted the
town
capital
country
red
up
Falling
I'm PHOTO COURTESY SIAS VAN SCHALKWYK
before meeting her. It's so she can see 
you. Once she enters the Valley you 
won't need it anymore. She'll be able 
to see all of us." Grady nodded, his 
jaw tightening.
Tabitha's smile faded as she gazed upon 
his face, her eyes growing somehow... 
mournful. She passed her arm through 
the cell bars, and placed her hand gently 
against his cheek. He, shockingly, didn't 
flinch or turn from her touch.
"Well, well, well, what do we have 
here? Some more Resistance rats?"
Each of us turned and saw a 
patrolman looking upon us, emotion 
completely absent from his eyes.
And then, all hell broke loose.
To be continued...
The Night-Time Healers:
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Help the Senior 
Giving campaign 
get to 100% 
participation.
Seniors, Have You Given Yet?
Give $20.11 
or $100 for a 
brick!
Donate at Givetopc.org
Follow us on Facebook and twitter @SeniorGiving11
Dance Studio
Sunday,
March 27th
IRISH STEP CLASS
________________________
Smith Center
Sponsored by Dance Club
Merchant of the Week
Presented by PC Card Office and the Student Congress Food Committee
Each time you use your PC Cash at the 
Merchant of the Week you will automatically be 
entered into a drawing to win $10 in PC Cash, 
with 10 randomly selected winners each week!
March 21-27 
March 28-April 3
April 4-10
April 11-24
April 25- May 1
Student Poetry and Fiction Contest
Wednesday, March 23, 2011
Slavin LLO1
7:30 p.m.
Submit your entries to Professor Chard deNiord, 
c/o the English Department, Library LL1O
The deadline for submissions of verse and/or prose poetry 
and fiction is Friday, March 11.
Submit no more than five poems or fifteen double-spaced 
pages of fiction. Students may submit work in each genre. 
Come prepared to read your work. 
Judges will determine the winners.
Prizes will be awarded!
www.thecowl.com
PC in China
Summer Study/travel 
with Fr. Nowel
Spend a month in China
AND EARN 3 CREDITS!
A 2-week course, plus a 2-week tour
Beijing, Tibet, Guilin, Yangshuo, Shanghai
July 25-August 22
Last Chance to Join!
Contact the Center for International Studies, Harkins 336 
or e-mail mnowel@providence.edu
APPL1CATIONS/DEPOSIT DUE MARCH 25
DEPT. OF THEATRE, DANCE, & FILM
SPRING DANCE CONCERTGYPSY
STUDENT FILM FESTIVAL
Ancored in
Providence
cvs-
Big Tony’s- 
7-Eleven- 
On-Campus- 
Domino’s-
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Friars ScS'eboardScores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts
Standouts
Marshon Brooks 
Men's Basketball 
Senior — Stone Mountain, Ga.
Against Rutgers, Brooks became the all-time Big East 
single season scoring leader. He also became the 
ninth Friar to be named First-Team All Big East.
Alicia Grosso
Softball
Junior — Baldwin, N.Y.
Grosso led the Friars to a 13-4 win over 
Stony Brook, giving up only three earned 
runs on six hits in her four innings on the mound.
Scores Schedules
Friday, Mar. 4
Women's Basketball vs. Villanova 
Softball vs. Stony Brook
Softball at Florida Atlantic
Track at NCAA Last Chance Qualifier 
Men's Ice Hockey at Merrimack
L, 52-50 (OT)
W, 13-4 (5 in.)
W, 6-5
Ind. Results
L, 6-1
Saturday, Mar. 5
Men's Basketball vs. Rutgers W, 75-74
Softball vs. South Carolina L,8-5
Softball vs. Michigan State L, 9-0 (5 in.)
Women's Tennis at Army Ind. Results
Women's Hockey vs. Boston College L, 3-2 (OT)
Track at NCAA Last Chance Qualifier Ind. Results
Men's Hockey vs. Merrimack W, 5-3
Sunday, Mar. 6
Softball vs. Harvard L,4-3
Women's Tennis vs. NJIT Ind. Results
Men's Lacrosse vs. Presbyterian W, 6-5
Tuesday, Mar. 8
Men's Basketball vs. Marquette L, 87-60
Friday, Mar. 11
Softball vs. Towson
Softball vs. UNC Charlotte
Track at NCAA Indoor Championships 
Swim and Dive at NCAA Zone A Diving
Saturday Mar. 12
Softball vs. UNC-Wilmington
Softball vs. Gardner-Webb
Men's Lacrosse vs. Quinnipiac 
Track at NCAA Indoor Championships 
Women's Tennis vs. Cincinnati
Sunday Mar. 13
Softball vs. Wright State 
Women's Tennis vs. West Virginia
Monday Mar. 14
Women's Tennis at Pittsburgh
Tuesday Mar. 15
Softball at Furman
Men's Lacrosse vs. Massachusetts
11:00 a.m. 
5:00 p.m.
All Day 
All Day
1:00 p.m. 
3:00 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 
All Day 
5:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
TBA
12:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
A
Standings
Men's Big East Basketball Women's Big East Basketball
Overall OverallBig EastBig East
Team W L T w L T Team W L T w L T
Pittsburgh 15 3 0 27 4 0 Connecticut 16 0 0 32 1 0
Notre Dame 14 4 0 25 5 0 DePaul 13 3 0 26 6 0
Louisville 12 6 0 23 8 0 Notre Dame 13 3 0 26 7 0
Syracuse 12 6 0 25 6 0 Rutgers 11 5 0 19 11 0
St. John's 12 6 0 20 10 0 Marquette 10 6 0 23 8 0
West Virginia 11 7 0 20 10 0 Louisville 10 6 0 20 11 0
Cincinnati 11 7 0 24 7 0 St. John's 9 7 0 21 9 0
Georgetown 10 8 0 21 9 0 Georgetown 9 7 0 22 10 0
Connecticut 9 9 0 21 9 0 Syracuse 9 7 0 22 9 0
Villanova 9 9 0 21 10 0 West Virginia 8 8 0 23 8 0
Marquette 9 9 0 18 13 0 Providence 6 10 0 13 16 0
Seton Hall 7 11 0 13 17 0 Pittsburgh 5 11 0 14 17 0
Rutgers 5 13 0 14 16 0 USF 3 13 0 12 19 0
Providence 4 14 0 15 16 0 Villanova 3 13 0 12 18 0
USF 3 15 0 9 22 0 Cincinnati 2 14 0 9 19 0
DePaul 1 17 0 7 23 0 Seton Hall 1 15 0 8 22 0
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Ultimate Frisbee Team Readies for Spring Season
by Bridget Stack '13 
Sports Staff
Club Sports
It all started in 1968, in a parking lot. 
Ultimate Frisbee was developed by a 
group of hippies and intellects over 40 
years ago, and today, this sport is one that 
is more popular than ever. The Providence 
College Ultimate Frisbee Team is one of 
the more competitive teams on campus. 
These athletes play a game that is played 
all over the world, and yet for those that 
do not play, Ultimate Frisbee is still a 
relatively unknown sport.
Ultimate Frisbee is a mixture of 
soccer and football. The field is 70 
yards long, and 40 yards across and 
the end zones are 25 yards deep. The 
teams can be as big as desired, but only 
seven players are able to be on the field 
at one time. This sport is one of the few 
that rely on the sportsmanship of the 
players to call the fouls, as there are no 
referees. This unique attribute of the 
sport is called the "Spirit of the Game."
"Ultimate Frisbee is well-known 
for its 'Spirit of the Game.' More so 
than any other sport, Ultimate Frisbee 
is all about players competing in an 
atmosphere of genuine respect for one 
another," said Anne Marie McLean '12, 
a member of the Providence College 
Ultimate team. "There are no referees 
in Ultimate and so good sportsmanship 
is absolutely essential to the game."
This mutual respect among the 
players does not end merely with self­
refereeing. "Oftentimes, tournaments 
will give awards not only for the team 
with the best record, but also for the 
team who displayed the best spirit 
throughout the weekend," explains 
McLean. "After every game [last 
summer], both teams would make up 
a cheer for the other team that they 
just played, and so, win or lose, the 
day would end on a note of general 
camaraderie and good spirit."
This practice is what allows 
Ultimate to be the sport it is, run on 
respect for every player and relying on 
the honesty of the players to make the 
sport fair.
The rules of this game are simple: 
The player can throw the Frisbee in 
whatever direction, but once the Frisbee 
is caught, the player who catches it 
cannot move. Like basketball, once the 
Frisbee is caught, the player must rely 
on pivoting to open up space. In order 
for a goal to be scored, the Frisbee must 
be caught while in the end zone. There
Laxers Rally for Narrow 6-5 Win over Presbyterian
New England Lacrosse 
Classic Set for April 16
The Lacrosse Team is gearing 
up for the New England Lacrosse 
Classic, which has the Friars playing 
Syracuse in a meeting at Gillette 
Stadium on Saturday, April 16. 
Tickets for the event will be available 
in the near future.
by Sean Bailey '14 
Sports Staff
Lacrosse
There are all sorts of wins in sports. 
Some are impressive blowouts, and 
some are riveting comebacks. The 
latter applies to the Lacrosse Team, as 
they overcame a 3-1 halftime deficit to 
notch a 6-5 win to improve to 2-0 on 
the season. The Friars got the go-ahead 
goal from JT Weber '13 with only 70 
seconds left on the clock to propel PC 
to victory. The win came Sunday at 
home, and the Friars have now won 
back-to-back games for the first time 
since April 2009.
"We are still figuring it all out. I 
don't think we played our best lacrosse 
Sunday," said Head Coach Chris 
Burdick following the team's win.
The Friars opened their first home 
game in eloquent fashion as Andrew 
Barton' 14 netted a shot to grab the Friars 
an early 1-0 lead in the contest. The 
early momentum could not be seized 
by the Friars though, as Presbyterian 
would control the remainder of the 
half. The Friars' offense was unable to 
connect on their shots, with Jon Athens
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The Ultimate Frisbee Team braved below-freezing temperatures last week for its first outdoor practices of the spring season in preparation for the 
team’s upcoming tournaments.
are many different types of defenses and 
plays that are used in Ultimate. "There 
are way more offenses and defenses to 
Ultimate Frisbee than what I would have 
guessed, which mostly have to do with 
weather and strategy," said McLean.
The creator of Ultimate is just as 
famous as the game itself. Joel Silver— 
yes, the same Joel Silver that produced 
Die Hard and V for Vendetta—started 
the worldwide phenomenon that is 
Ultimate Frisbee. It all started in New 
Jersey, in the parking lot of Columbia 
High School with a group of people 
that did not want to play football or 
run track. As many as 20 to 30 players 
were allowed on the field at one time; 
nowadays there is a limit of seven 
players per team on the field during 
any point of the game. Many of the 
rules from the 1970s are still in use 
today, even though there are many 
perceptions about those that play 
Ultimate from that time which are not 
true nowadays.
Many believe that Ultimate is a 
sport for hippies; for those players 
that do not fit in on a soccer field or 
on a football field. "I'd have to say 
we're definitely pretty un-hippie-ish in 
of Presbyterian playing out of his mind 
between the pipes for the Blue Horses, 
saving 14 shots total in the game.
"We have seen their goalie get hot. We 
had a scout at Manhattan where he made 
27 saves and we were undisciplined in our 
shot selection early which got him hot," 
said Burdick Our face-off game with Shaw 
and our defense with Christian Dzwilewski 
kept us in it long enough to win it."
Many of these stops came in the 
first half, as the Friars fired 17 shots 
to Presbyterian's 3, and thoroughly 
controlled the game. However, it only 
takes a couple of shots to score, which 
is exactly what the Blue Horses did, 
capitalizing on their opportunities to 
turn in three goals on three shots to 
ride into halftime with a 3-1 lead over 
the Friars. The game slowed down 
quite a bit after the Friars' early goal, 
as the second quarter only accounted 
for one Presbyterian goal which came 
with 2:37 remaining in the half, a full 
13 minutes since their last goal.
Most young teams would fold 
following such a strong first-half 
performance that did not get the results 
desired, but the young Friars fired out 
of the gates and took control of the 
contest. It started with a Daniel Textor 
'13 man-up goal to bring the Friars to 
general," said McLean. "Still, it is fun 
to go to tournaments and keep an eye 
out for those teams with guys decked 
out in things like hot pink bandanas, 
neon-yellow shorts, and knee-high 
argyles." In actuality, though, this 
sport is just as competitive as the more 
conventional sports.
The Providence College Ultimate 
Frisbee Team was created during 
the 2001-02 school year. Every year, 
there are two seasons that the team 
plays. "There's a fall club season 
and a spring College season. The fall 
season is longer and basically goes 
throughout the whole semester," said 
McLean. "Our first tournament was 
in September and the last one wasn't 
until the HO-HO-HO tournament the 
first week of December. The spring 
season is a lot shorter because of the 
weather and only goes through April 
and May."
Like many other squads on campus, 
the team practices twice a week to 
prepare for the upcoming season which 
consists of tournament play.
"This past fall, we had five major 
tournaments, mostly two-day ones, 
in which the title was always won at 
within just one goal, only 17 seconds 
into the second half.
Bryan Annecchino '14 tallied his 
first Friar goal, finding the back of the 
net with 3:30 left in the third to knot 
the game up at three. PC would secure 
the lead just 38 seconds later, with 
an Evan Heida '11 goal to perch PC 
up 4-3. Barton assisted all three goals 
scored in the third quarter.
"The key was not to get them 
rattled because of the score, [but] to get 
them to focus on assignments," said 
Burdick, "We made an adjustment in 
our extra man approach that led to two 
goals. Andrew Barton decided to take 
the game over and was the catalyst for 
the win."
PC continued their torrid streak to 
begin the fourth quarter as well, with 
Pete Wujciak '12 finding the back of 
the net just 49 seconds in, assisted 
by Barton, for his fourth assist of the 
day. The goal perched the Friars on 
top of the Blue Horses holding a 5-3 
lead. The Friars had not put down the 
Blue Horses yet, and they galloped 
back, notching two goals to tie the 
game up at five with 5:23 left to play 
in regulation.
With time ticking down, both teams 
were desperately scrambling for a 
the end of the weekend," said McLean. 
"We would normally play five games 
on Saturday, and then depending on 
how we did, play another three or four 
on Sunday to determine our ranking in 
the tournament."
The Ultimate Frisbee Team may not 
be one of the most well known teams on 
campus, but they are a team to contend 
with. This sport, which has been 
labeled for hippies and non-athletes 
has broken out of those preconceptions. 
Ultimate is a competitive sport that 
requires hard work and dedication— 
just like any other competitive sport— 
to be successful. An award is given out 
at the end of the College season to the 
best female and male Ultimate players. 
The 12,000 competitive Ultimate 
players in the United States and 
Canada nominate from the Callahan 
Award winners.
"The award is based on the 
player's athleticism, sportsmanship, 
leadership, and dedication," said 
McLean. "Last year's winners were 
from the University of Oregon and the 
University of Washington, but give 
us a few weeks to perfect split stack. I 
think we can take them." 
goal, and with 1:10 left, the Friars got 
one from Weber, whose goal proved to 
be the final difference in the game.
For the Friars, Barton had an 
impressive game, tallying a goal 
and four assists for a four-point day. 
Performing under the radar for the 
Friars was Ryan Shaw '14, who won 10 
out of 13 face-offs, and Billy Falatko '13, 
who forced two Blue Horse turnovers 
on defense.
The Friars will look for a third 
straight win on Saturday, March 12, 
when they host Quinnipiac at 2:00 p.m.
"We need to increase the level of 
team ball," said Burdick. "We want to 
play faster and generate more pressure 
on the goal. We're just trying to get 
better every week."
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Friars Top Merrimack, but Providence Goes 2-3 in
Will not Advance to Tourney
by Alexis Smith T2
Sports Staff
Men’s Hockey
It was a bittersweet end for the 
Friars this week. The Men's Hockey 
team used a four-goal second period 
outburst to defeat No. 7 Merrimack, 5-3, 
Saturday night in the regular-season 
finale at Schneider Arena. By adding 
the win, the Friars complete the season 
at 8-18-8 overall and 4-16-7 in Hockey 
East. Merrimack finishes the season 
22-8-4 overall and 16-8-3 in Hockey 
East. They finished fourth and will 
host Maine beginning next weekend in 
North Andover, Mass, in a best-of-three 
Hockey East Quarterfinal series.
"Merrimack was able to push back, 
but we stayed on and rallied for another 
four goals," said Jordan Kremyr 'll.
This was the Friars' last chance to 
make it into the playoffs. By winning 
this game, all they had to do was hope 
that Maine beat UMass. Unfortunately, 
the game ended in a tie and the Friars 
were unable to advance to the Hockey 
East Tournament.
"It felt good to win a game, and we 
played some really good hockey. So it was 
really nice to win and beat Merrimack, 
who is seventh in the country," said 
Friars Head Coach Tim Army.
In the first period, the Friars jumped 
out to a 1-0 lead as Eric Baier '11 ripped 
a shot from the blue line that eluded 
the Merrimack goalie at 5:46. Kyle 
Bigos of Merrimack scored his first 
goal of the season at 11:11 to tie the 
game, 1-1. Mike Collins and Joe Cucci 
each scored on a five-minute power 
play as the Warriors led 3-1 at the end 
of the first period.
The Friars then powered back with 
four goals in the second period to 
take the lead for good. Kremyr cut 
the Warriors' lead to 3-2 at 4:17 with 
his seventh goal of the season, while 
Matt Germain '11 added a power­
play goal at 8:29 to tie the game at 3-3. 
Andy Balysky '12 was next, scoring 
the eventual game winner at 14:29. 
The play started when Chris Rooney 
'13 hit a Merrimack defenseman 
which caused him To lose the puck. 
Balysky collected the puck and rifled 
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
Eric Baier '11 scored two goals in Providence’s 5-3 victory over Memmack to close out the season 
on Saturday at Schneider Arena.
a wrist shot past the goalie. Baier then 
added his career-high second goal of 
the night at 17:44 as the Friars led 5-3 
after two periods.
"It felt good to see all the seniors do 
well," said Kremyr.
"We tried to slow the game down, 
and we did, but took three penalties 
late in the second, which made it 5-1 
and that was it," said Coach Tim Army.
They outshot the Warriors 22-5 
in the second period and 35-25 for 
the game. Providence goalie Alex 
Beaudry '12 finished with 22 saves, 
while both of Merrimack's goalies 
had a combined 30 stops.
On Friday, the Friars did not have 
as much luck. They were defeated by 
Merrimack, 6-1, in the first game of the 
Hockey East doubleheader at Lawler 
Arena in North Andover, Mass. The 
Warriors scored three times in the first 
period and never looked back as they 
clinched home ice for the quarterfinal 
round of the Hockey East Tournament.
"Unfortunately, we were unable to 
take on the challenge as we had hoped," 
said Kremyr. "They were ahead 3-1, and 
from that point it was a mental battle, 
and we just couldn't overcome."
To start the game, Merrimack took a 
1-0 lead at 6:40 of the first period when 
their player fired a wrist shot from the 
right circle that beat Beaudry high to 
the glove side. Another Merrimack 
player added to their lead at 15:23 as 
he scored from the right circle. They 
again scored 26 seconds later to give 
the Warriors a three-goal edge after 
one period.
Providence pulled the score to 3-1 
just 16 seconds into the second period 
when Tim Schaller '13 scored his fifth 
goal of the season with assists from Ben 
Farrer '11 and Baier. The Friars were 
unable to pick up the steam needed 
to beat Merrimack. Two power-play 
goals were scored against the Friars in 
a span of 30 seconds as the Warriors 
increased their lead to 5-1 after two 
periods. Merrimack scored their final 
goal to make the score 6-1.
Beaudry finished with 17 saves in 
the first two periods for the Friars, 
while Stein, making his collegiate 
debut, stopped 12 shots. For the 
Warriors, their goalie had a total of 18 
saves to earn the win for Merrimack.
Winthrop Adidas Classic
by Bridget Stack '13
Sports Staff
Softball
The Softball Team continued its 
preseason with a 4-3 loss to Harvard 
this past Sunday, March 6. This loss 
concluded the Florida Atlantic Miken 
Classic Tournament for the Lady Friars.
Harvard gained an early 3-0 lead 
over Providence. The Friars' effort 
to come back from behind fell short, 
as Harvard never relinquished their 
lead despite Providence's best efforts. 
Entering the fifth inning, Harvard 
was sitting comfortably on a 3-0 lead. 
Mackenzie Morgan '14 disrupted the 
calm by starting the Friars' comeback 
by scoring on a wild pitch. Michelle 
Huber '12 and Alaina Thomas '13 
crossed the plate soon after, brought 
in by a Jen Abrams '12 two-run single. 
At the end of the fifth inning, the score 
was tied, 3-3. In the seventh inning, 
I Harvard scored the tie-breaking run 
off of an RBI single. The Crimson held 
onto this lead to win the game. "The 
i Harvard game was a tough loss for 
| us," said Alicia Grosso '12. "However, 
our team is very process-oriented and 
we are looking at each step of the game 
rather than the result. The fact that 
; the team was able to come back from 
a three-run deficit shows that we are 
going to put up a good fight no matter 
what this year."
The Lady Friars were led by Grosso, 
who pitched seven innings, allowing 
only three earned runs on six hits. "I 
learn something new about myself 
and other teams every game that I
Got a Minute?
Alexis Smith ’12 catches up with Steve Lydon T1 of the Lacrosse Team.
Steve Lydon
Senior
#16
Lacrosse
Midfield 
Braintree, Mass.
Four Friars to Run at Nat's
by Joe Dalli '14 
Sports Staff
Indoor Track
The March Madness of Indoor Track 
is upon us as four Friars from the 
Providence College Indoor Track Team 
will head to College Station, Texas 
for the annual NCAA Indoor Track 
and Field National Championships. 
Hosted by Texas A&M, the Friars will 
be represented by David McCarthy '12, 
Julian Matthews '12, Hannah Davidson 
'12, and Shelby Greany '13.
"I just want to get good performances 
out of everybody and to have the 
four runners run to the best of their 
ability," said Coach Treacy, who seems 
optimistic about all four of his runners. 
"This time of the year, you want 
everybody to be running at their best 
when they get to the NCAA's. I think 
we're very close to that right now."
McCarthy, who will be running 
the 3,000-meter race on Saturday, 
qualified by running a time of 7:53.33 
at the Terrier Invitational at Boston 
University in January. His performance 
at BU was the 12th best time at this 
distance in the country this season and 
has McCarthy primed to place at the 
championships for the second time in 
his career. Coach Treacy remarked that 
despite the fact that the 3,000 is the
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pitch," said Grosso. "My main goal as 
a pitcher is to feed my defense and I 
am in the process of becoming aware 
of the best ways to do that."
For the Lady Friars, the first day 
of the Florida Atlantic Miken Classic 
Tournament, Friday, March 4, proved 
to be a successful day, as Providence 
posted a 13-4 win against Stony Brook, 
and a 6-5 win against Florida Atlantic. 
Saturday did not prove to be as 
successful, as Providence lost to South 
Carolina, 8-5, and Michigan State, 9-0. 
The Friars rounded out the weekend 
with a 2-5 record.
The results of the tournament have 
not dimmed the team's perspective for 
the rest of the season. "The big goal that 
we are trying to focus on this season is 
to take each pitch one at a time and stay 
in that moment," explained Grosso. "If 
every girl focuses on giving everything 
she has in that moment, we are going 
to do big things."
The next game for the Lady Friars 
is Friday, March 11, as they take on 
Towson in the Winthrop Adidas 
Classic in Rock Hill, S.C.
Must-See TV: Jeopardy
Best Meal He Can Make: Chicken Fajitas 
Late Night Snack: Oreos
Food He Can't Stand: Shrimp 
Must-See Entertainer: David Blaine 
Band He'd Like to Be on Stage With:
Nickelback
Oddest Thing in His Wallet: A Steve 
Wilhelmsmen Friars Club Card
most competitive race at the Champs, 
"David will be fresh. He won't have 
raced before that.. .and it's just a matter 
of him executing when he gets there."
Matthews wifi run the mile, with the 
preliminary races being held on Friday. 
Despite this being the first time Matthews 
is running at the indoor championships, 
Coach Treacy likes his odds. "It's his first 
time at the indoor nationals," Treacy 
remarked. "Tire first goal will be to try 
and make the final on Sunday."
On the women's side, both Davidson 
and Greany will be running in the 
3,000-meter race. Davidson qualified at 
the Last Chance Meet in New York City, 
while Greany's time, which was the 14th 
fastest in the nation, gave her an at-large 
bid to run at nationals. "Both girls are 
great runners and are in excellent form," 
said Coach Treacy. "If they duplicate 
what they have done this season, both 
will do very, very well."
One thing that Coach Treacy pointed 
out about all four of his runners is 
that they all have NCAA experience. 
"They've all experienced NCAA 
Championships before on the track 
and cross country, which certainly 
does help," the coach said.
Should any of the runners finish in 
the top eight of their events, they would 
then be qualified as All-American and, 
as Coach Treacy said, "If that happens, 
we can see what we do from there. I 
have a good feeling."
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Providence Takes BC to OT, but Falls after Stack's Goal
by Al Daniel 'll 
Sports Staff
Women’s Hockey
For Genevieve Lacasse '12, last 
Saturday's 3-2 sudden-death downfall 
in the Hockey East semifinals was 
akin to a dream wedding gone 
inconceivably wrong.
Amidst toiling with a relentless 
Boston College strike force, the 
Women's Hockey Team's minute- 
munching goaltender revised four 
different records. On her 32nd stop of 
the day, she surpassed Jana Bugden '07 
for the Friars' all-time saves lead with 
2,556. With one more, she set the new 
high mark for most all-time saves in 
the Hockey East tournament at 165.
Later, in the third period, she bested 
personal rival Florence Schelling of 
Northeastern for the distinction of 
most saves in a single WHEA playoff 
game with 45.
Then, early in overtime, Lacasse 
made her 52nd save of the day, topping 
a personal career high set in two 
previous starts.
But for all those ornate anecdotes, 
Lacasse ultimately watched in stunned 
distress as her handsome would-be 
groom—namely her first passport to 
the Hockey East championship game— 
eloped in interlocked arms with BC's 
record-breaking scorer, Kelli Stack.
At 11:57 of the extra stanza, Stack, 
who had fanned on another 10 tries 
throughout the day, snaked her way 
through a maze in the near lane, 
approached Lacasse face-to-face, and 
slipped the deciding puck through the 
five-hole.
"I just tried to challenge her and 
didn't know if she was going to deke or 
what," Lacasse said. "I'm not really even 
sure what happened. I know it came off 
the post, came back out and hit me, and 
went in the back of the net."
"Just a tough loss," she added.
The Friars patiently did all they 
could to reward Lacasse's 58-save effort.
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
Abby Gauthier ’12 scored Providence’s second goal against Boston College by collecting a rebound 
and then firing for her ninth goal of the season.
BC finally cracked the code on Melissa 
Bizzari's slapper from within the near 
circle at 6:35 of the third period, but PC 
kept the opposing puckslingers at bay 
for the next two minutes before drawing 
a penalty on Danielle Welch at 8:48.
Within another 21 ticks, BC's 
Mary Restuccia was flagged for 
bodychecking, granting the Friars a 
succulent 101 seconds of 5-on-3.
"When you look at the shots on 
goal, you'd think we'd be pretty lucky," 
said Head Coach Bob Deraney, who 
naturally utilized his timeout upon 
garnering that two-player advantage 
with 10:53 to spare in regulation.
"One goal wasn't going to win this 
game, we knew that. You have to be 
opportunistic."
It took merely 29 seconds off the 
subsequent draw for the power-play 
brigade to set up formidable point 
patroller Jen Friedman '12, whose 
straightaway slapper beat goaltender 
Molly Schaus glove side for the equalizer.
That goal granted Welch early 
parole, but Restuccia was still locked 
away. And while the remainder of the 
power play did not amount to any 
more shots, Restuccia was only out 
of the box for seven seconds when 
Abby Gauthier '12 wrapped home a 
stunning go-ahead strike from a bad 
angle along the goal line with 8:46 
remaining.
"They may have scored the first 
goal," Deraney said. "But until they 
said we couldn't play anymore, it 
really didn't change our mindset. 
We were prepared. We were ready 
to execute no matter what situation 
came upon us."
Deraney Named Hockey 
East Coach of the Year
Head Coach of the Women's 
Hockey Team Bob Deraney was 
named the 2010-11 Women's Hockey 
East Coach of the Year this week. This 
is the second consecutive year that 
Coach Deraney has been honored 
with this distinction. Coach Deraney 
led the Friars to a 21-11-1 mark this 
season, and a 9-3 finish in the always 
competitive Hockey East. This was 
the Friars' best finish in the league 
since its inception in 2002.
"They did the same thing. They 
were opportunistic."
The Friars were less than six minutes 
away from entering their first title 
tilt in three years when Bizzari lured 
Lacasse out of her crease and nudged 
the puck to teammate Taylor Wasylk, 
who nimbly slugged it into a vacant 
cage to force overtime.
Within the final 5:58 of regulation, 
Lacasse withstood eight more stabs 
from the Eagles while PC only pelted 
Schaus once more. In the first 11 
minutes of the bonus round, BC ran 
up a barn-burning, 10-8 edge in the 
shooting gallery, but had nothing to 
show for it.
That was, until Stack slickly 
deposited the 96th goal and 206th 
point of her celestial career, and her 
league-best, eighth game-clincher of 
the season.
"I'm so proud of my kids," Deraney 
said, then halted and retraced his 
words. "They're not kids. I'm so proud 
of my players."
"It took a terrific effort by a world­
class player to beat us."
"I tip my hat to her. You can't be 
ashamed when something like that 
happens to you. That's what I told our 
players. She's been doing that all year 
long to everybody she's played against. 
That's why she's player of the year."
Friars Squander Early Lead in First Round Loss to 'Nova
by Dan McNamara '13
Sports Staff
Women’s Basketball
The Friars came into Hartford, Conn, 
riding on their biggest home win of the 
season over the then-No. 5 seed in the Big 
East, the Louisville Cardinals. Coming 
into their first round matchup with 
Villanova, the Friars needed to establish 
themselves like they did in their first two 
meetings of the season when the Friars 
let Villanova hang around.
In the early minutes, the Friars ran 
out to a 14-1 lead. However, the Friars 
let up their guard as the Wildcats 
put together an 18-10 run to cut the 
deficit to 24-19. It has been noted by 
many commentators that in a college 
basketball game, there will be seven 
or eight runs during the course of the 
game, and a coach's goal is to win five 
or six of those runs.
Alicia Cropper '14 has been able to 
set up most of her offense off her quick 
dribble drive and step-back jumper, and 
continued to do so in this game as she 
hit back to back buckets before the half, 
which showed the Friars leading 28-21.
Villanova relied to a great extent on 
its big players to create open jumpers 
and open lanes for the guards. With 
12:42 left in the game, the Friars held 
a 38-29 advantage, but the pesky 
'Cats would not go away. Villanova 
scratched and clawed their way back 
into the game and eventually took a 
46-45 with just under three minutes 
to play. They were creating offensive 
opportunities off their stout defending.
By the end of regulation, Villanova 
had completed a game-long comeback 
from a double-digit deficit by taking a 
46-45 lead. Villanova then went O-for- 
4 from the field during the closing 
minutes of regulation, but the Friars 
only managed one point of its own to 
send the game to overtime.
Like she did against Louisville, Mi- 
Khida Hankins '11 hit the big shot 
to keep her team alive as she hit the 
game-tying free throw to send it into 
overtime, as both teams could not hit a 
shot down the stretch to take the lead.
In the overtime, the Friars were 
given a 50-48 lead, thanks to a Hankins 
bucket. With the scored tied at 50, the 
Friars turned it over to Devon Kane of 
Villanova, who hit what would be the 
game winner with 1:05 left on the clock.
Hankins was the lone Providence 
player to score in double figures, with 
15 points on 6-of-15 shooting. Six of 
her points came in the game's first six 
minutes. Lola Wells '11 added nine 
points and nine rebounds for the Friars, 
who owned a 44-38 edge on the glass.
Providence showed an incredible 
amount of perseverance in this game 
and throughout the season. The Friars 
persevered through tough times early 
in the season when numerous players 
could not play and they were left 
with only seven or eight deep on their 
bench. And while Providence will lose 
a talented senior class including big 
scorers in Hankins and Teya Wright 
'11, the future is bright, as the Friars 
showed that their freshman, Cropper 
and Danielle Pearson '14, have come to 
play, and have come to stay. The Friars 
will also rely on the scoring ability of
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Teya Wright *11 got the scoring going for Providence in the overtime period, but the Wildcats 
outlasted the Friars in the first round of the Big East Tournament.
Symone Roberts '13 and Miranda Tate 
'12 next season as they will look to 
inch their way back to the top half of 
the league.
Lady Okafor '14 was nominated to 
the all Big East rookie team this season 
and that is a lot to be said especially for 
the big bodies she had to go up against 
all season long. Lady will be one of the 
better forwards in the league during the 
next few years, and with her offensive 
game coming along, her defense and 
rebounding are second to none.
Coach Seymore and the Friars have 
a lot of work to do this offseason, but 
come next November, the Friars will 
be ready to build upon this year's 
successes.
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Sponsorships by beer companies and alcohol advertisements 
are omnipresent realities in American sports. 
What effect do they have on sports fans?
THE
DOPE SHEET
Despite the fact that many 
commercials for alcoholic beverages 
are clever and humorous, they really do 
much more harm than good. Statistics 
have proven that when alcohol and 
sports combine—whether at stadiums, 
sports bars, or at home—the result is often 
heavy drinking and problems stemming 
from it such as violence, vandalism, 
DUIs, and public disturbances. Evidence 
has proven that alcoholic advertisements 
have been a major factor in the more 
frequent and heavier drinking among 
the teen population.
It's really a shame that so many 
commercials during sports broadcasts 
are alcohol-related, but these companies 
do have a positive impact on professional 
sports in that they give a lot of money to 
sponsor stadiums, sporting events, and 
teams. Nonetheless, the advertisements 
on television, in programs, and 
elsewhere are unnecessary and are only 
causing problems.
Children and teens account for a huge 
percentage of the number of people who 
watch sports on television, with over 90 
percent of the young population tuning 
in to sports on TV regularly. Researchers 
have concluded that the more alcohol 
advertisements a child is exposed to, 
the greater the chance that he or she 
will develop positive expectations 
about drinking, and this effect increases 
dramatically when the ads are shown 
during sporting events.
Even though many people are 
opposed to alcohol-related advertising, it 
is likely that little or nothing will be done 
to ban or limit these ads from broadcasts. 
For now, all a parent can really do is talk 
to their children about the adverse effects 
of alcohol consumption and set a good 
example for them to follow.
- Nick Aiken '12
SB: Support Your Team
continued from back page
a bottle of beer and then drink that. For 
those who have ever attended a Big 
East basketball game, one of the main 
objectives is to hold a bottle of beer in 
your hand while yelling at Tim Higgins.
Another issue is that New York is 
an expensive city. College students are 
on tight budgets as it is. When money 
becomes an issue, they will choose to 
save the remains of their monetary 
means for booze and not food. They 
will get the side-of-the-street hot dog 
(delicious, by the way) or make a quick 
stop in a fast food place. With little in 
their stomachs, it becomes much easier 
for them to reach that desired level 
of inebriation. It also takes less out of 
their wallets.
Stories are told time and time again 
of a young PC student walking home 
alone from a bar being jumped by a 
few assailants and having their money, 
watch, or purse stolen. Then we all 
get that Crime Alert e-mail on our
Muscle cramps. Electrolyte depletion. 
Lactic acid build-up. Dehydration.
Excessive alcohol consumption makes 
every athlete's worst nightmares a reality.
For better or for worse, sports is a 
business, so what the fans want is not 
always (and probably very seldom) 
a primary concern among those who 
call the shots. And that really is a 
shame. It's a shame because children 
from a very early age are bombarded 
with dimwitted commercials and 
in-your-face posters proclaiming a 
culture that values two things above 
all else: sports and drinking.
That's not much of a culture.
But it is the reality. Consider just 
how many beer commercials run 
over the course of a three hour game, 
or how many times you've heard the 
announcer on FOX tell you that this 
afternoon's game is being brought 
to you by Sam Adams: Always a 
good decision. During the big-time 
sporting events like the Super Bowl, 
I often wonder what a visitor from 
another planet would think of us 
forward-thinking Americans were 
he to judge us solely on the basis 
of our commericals. I can hear him 
now: "The men seem all to be boorish 
gluttons, yet this gluttony is a form of 
ritual worship to their immortal deity 
whose name is Budweiser."
Of course, there is nothing wrong 
with conviviality and spirits over 
a bailgame. That is how men have 
bonded and created friendships since 
there have been sports to watch. My 
concern is with what this culture 
of drinking and sports is telling 
the children who spend Sunday 
afternoons watching football games, 
or spend Saturday nights at the 
Dunk. Our aspiring athletes ought 
not to be told that if they cannot cut it 
professionally, growing a beer belly is 
the next best thing.
__ -John Butler 'll
computers on Monday morning.
Now, imagine receiving a similar 
e-mail the Monday morning following 
Spring Break. The email involves a 
student who was down in New York and 
was attacked by someone on the street 
late at night after drinking at a bar and 
the basketball game at Madison Square 
Garden. The victim was badly hurt, or 
they could be dead. They thought it 
would be just another night like all the 
others in Providence. They were wrong.
For anyone who is making the trip 
down to New York City, remember 
that your job is not to show off to the 
alumni or fellow student fans who 
want to drink and blow off steam. 
Your job is to support your team, take 
care of yourself, and get home for 
Spring Break.
We do not need to have a tragedy 
waiting for us when we return to 
school. Be responsible.
by John Butler'll 
Sports Editor
SPORTS DIGEST
The Joys and Dangers of Being a 
Big East School. We are lucky, here in 
Friartown, .to attend a Big East school. 
That means that all of our teams play 
with the best of the nation's best. 
But it also means that sports is a 
major part of the Providence College 
experience. And that, according to 
a recent Harvard University study, 
might increase the likelihood of on- 
campus drinking. The study reports 
that college sports fans are more likely 
to drink (and to binge drink) than 
their non-fan peers. It is this drinking 
culture which is blamed for unruly 
behavior and rioting associated with 
sporting events.
NFL Takes Notice. If you have 
been to enough Friar games, you 
have probably seen this scene play 
out. A fan (student or non-student) 
is passionately investing himself in 
the game (perhaps having consumed 
some alcohol beforehand), but it seems 
that his passion tends to disrupt the 
fans around him. Security intervenes 
and the fan is swiftly escorted out 
of the arena. This is more common, 
perhaps, in the NFL. For that reason, 
the League has taken steps in recent 
years to curb drinking at games 
and limit tailgating. There are now 
regulations as to the serving sizes of 
beer, wine, and spirits sold at all NFL 
games, along with regulations on the 
number of drinks a fan may purchase 
at one game.
Things Looking Up Down Under. 
It has been over two years now 
since six major sporting bodies in 
Australia agreed to a code designed 
to eliminate binge drinking from the 
sporting culture down under. The 
code requires that players "behave in 
a dignified and professional manner"
AIKEN: Risk Is Not Worth It
continued from back page
he would have won over the course of 
his career. Undoubtedly, his personal 
life would have been much more stable, 
and he probably would not have had 
such a multitude of marital issues.
Alcohol is a very addictive substance 
and is the most abused drug in the 
United States. Its negative effects are 
very well documented, especially 
those pertaining to performance. They 
include impaired balance, steadiness, 
reaction time, fine and complex motor 
skills, information processing, and 
speech. Among other things, prolonged 
drinking can damage the liver, heart 
and brain, and result in cirrhosis, 
pancreatitis, irregular heartbeats, stroke 
and malnutrition. Also, heavy drinking 
seems to be linked to oral cancer.
Abusing alcohol is not good for 
anybody; it's not good for athletes, 
average Joes, parents, children, academic 
institutions, or athletic organizations, 
and drinking in excess can ruin a 
person's career, personal life, and future 
quicker than you can say Holy Schnikes. 
And it doesn't matter if a person has 
been abusing alcohol for years or if it's 
the first time they've made an error in 
judgment regarding how much to drink. 
All it takes is one bad night, one bad 
decision, one mistake, and everything 
changes. In the end, it's really not worth 
taking the risk, especially if you are 
blessed with an abundance of potential.
But unfortunately, it happens all the 
time. People, especially professional 
when drinking alcohol, and to uphold 
the standards of "integrity, dignity 
and professionalism." Although 
efforts like this are praiseworthy, it 
is unlikely that a legal solution to the 
problem of binge drinking and sports 
will effect any meaningful change. 
Real change results from developing a 
culture that is ordered toward growth 
in virtue with an informed conception 
of human dignity.
Athleticism and Alcoholism? 
The dangers of excessive alcohol 
consumption (dangerous as 
they are), aside, there seems to 
be compelling evidence for why 
athleticism and binge drinking do 
not go hand in hand. Alcohol, being 
a diuretic, has the potential to induce 
dehydration along with an imbalance 
of electrolytes. And this imbalance 
appears to be beyond what Gatorade 
can correct, despite what the 
commericals might imply. Perhaps 
even more alarming is the effect that 
alcohol consumption can have on 
agility and coordination. Athletic 
performance can be drastically 
worsened up to several days after 
consumption of alcohol. An impaired 
mental acuity is something no serious 
athlete can afford.
A Tip of the Cap. A tip of the 
cap goes out to the University of 
Wisconsin, who two years ago agreed 
to sever its sponsorship deals with 
Anheuser-Busch and MillerCoors, 
despite backlash from the Athletic 
Department and fans. In making the 
difficult decision to prohibit beer ads 
during radio broadcasts of Badger 
games, the University effectively 
dropped $425,000 in revenue. This, 
it seems, is a proactive step forward 
and one which will likely have 
positive effects, not only on the 
drinking culture at the University, 
but also on those fans (young and old 
alike) who follow the Badgers. To the 
Badgers, we of The Cowl Sports Staff 
give a hearty 'On Wisconsin!' 
athletes, make errors in judgment 
regarding the consumption of 
alcohol and they find themselves in 
serious trouble, either in terms of 
their personal lives, legal standing, 
or in some cases, whether or not they 
live another day. Personally, I will 
never be able to fully understand 
how this happens.
Professional athletes who have the 
whole world in the palm of their hands 
and everything to live for make stupid 
decisions and end up ruining their 
careers and/or lives. In most cases, 
their problems involving alcohol are 
a consequence of problems in their 
personal lives; possibly lacking a 
family who supports them and gives 
them the love they need to stay happy 
and healthy.
Life is not easy for anybody, 
not even those who seem to have 
everything, such as professional 
athletes. Regardless of how much 
money, fame, talent, or material goods 
a person might have, I guarantee you 
they still have challenges in their life 
because everybody does; everyone 
has to deal with adversity at times. 
Alcohol, however, is not the answer, 
and it only makes matters far worse. 
Instead, we need to think about what 
matters most in our lives —our family 
our friends, our career, our goals, 
our dreams—and realize that we 
have everything we need and there is 
nothing worth risking it for.
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Golden Eagles Send Friars Packing at Big East
Brooks Ends His Providence Career by Breaking the Big East Single Season Scoring Mark
by John Butler '11
Sports Editor
Men’s Basketball
These last five days have been an 
emotional roller coaster for the Men's 
Basketball Team. And this climax of 
emotion was perhaps the most fitting 
end to a season (and a year) that has 
been an ordeal for the players, coaches, 
and fans.
The ride came to an abrupt stop on 
Tuesday night against Marquette in 
the Big East Tournament. Providence 
was defeated (for the second time in 
11 days) by the Golden Eagles with 
a score of 87-60. That score is not 
particularly impressive, but it is much 
less alarming than the 17-0 start the 
Golden Eagles got thanks to some sub­
par offensive and defensive play by the 
noticeably frazzled Friars.
The Friars eventually found a 
rhythm and began the arduous work 
of chipping away at Marquette's lead. 
Vincent Council '13 and Marshon 
Brooks '11, in the final game of his 
collegiate career, took charge. Council 
finished with 21 points and seven 
assists, while Brooks registered 20 
points. This was the 27th 20-point 
performance of a breakout season 
for the lanky Big East single-season 
scoring record-holder from Stone 
Mountain, Ga.
Eventually, the Providence defense 
buckled down and sought to contain a 
Marquette squad that is hoping to be 
one of the teams from the Big East to 
advance to the NCAA Tournament.
Gerard Coleman '14 and Bilal Dixon 
T3 did the dirty work off the boards by 
collecting eight and seven rebounds, 
respectively. Coleman also chipped in 
11 points in the game.
Ultimately, Marquette's Darius 
Johnson-Odom and Jimmy Butler
with Chris Torelln
Alcohol 
The Big East Basketball Tournament 
has once again taken center stage 
this week in New York City. College 
students —currently on Spring Break, 
or about to go on Spring Break—are 
making their way to Madison Square 
Garden to root on their schools' 
basketball teams. For a good number of 
the teams down in New York this week 
(as many as 11 of the 16 teams) the 
goal is to solidify their resumes for the 
NCAA Tournament with one or two 
wins during the Big East Tournament.
Students will flock into the Garden 
(this is the real Garden; sorry, Boston) 
and look to make their voices heard 
through the historic rafters that have 
captured some of the most memorable 
crowd reactions in sports history. 
Students want to have a good time 
while at the games and during their 
time in the city. They want to take the 
edge off and cut loose.
They want alcohol.
New York City is attached to the 
phrase, "the city that never sleeps," but 
it should consider also being, "the city 
that knows how to drink." In a two mile 
radius surrounding Madison Square 
Garden, there are more than a dozen
Marshon Brooks ’11, the Friars’ fearless leader, scored a crucial bank shot with seconds remaining in 
Providence’s final home game of the season against Rutgers.
exerted their power and dominated 
the game. Together, they accounted 
for 44 of Marquette's 87 points. Iheir 
explosiveness was too much for the 
young Friars, who were again without 
the benefit of perhaps their best 
defender in Duke Mondy '14, whose 
status remains unknown to the outside.
Providence attempted to rally down 
the stretch, but that was not in the cards, 
as the Golden Eagles held onto their 
lead for the duration of the contest, and 
walked away the clear victors.
The dismal ending for Brooks and 
Ray Hall T1 stood in stark contrast to the
BIG EAST
TOURNAMENT
Basketball or Booze?
bars ready to welcome in enthusiastic 
fans. Young people feel like alcohol 
is a rite of passage. Many college 
students will look to become a part of 
the party as they make their way into 
different bars and restaurants. They 
will try and have a friend who is 21 or 
older buy them a drink, or they will 
sneak in their own alcohol to join in 
on the festivities.
The overwhelming feeling 
of excitement for many of these 
students will overpower their 
intuitions and they will look to 
drink as much as they can and go 
merriment of Saturday night at the Dunk, 
when they, along with Chris Carter '11, 
were honored at Senior Night festivities. 
The night was made even more joyous by 
the Friars' 75-74 comeback victory over 
Rutgers which Brooks secured when he 
drove into the paint with 11.6 seconds 
remaining and nailed a bank shot.
"[Council] was trying to brush me 
off," said Brooks. "And I was like 'No, I 
need the ball.'... It just fell for me; it was 
just my night."
Just his night, indeed. Brooks, with his 
28 points, also surpassed the single-season 
scoring record which was previously set
Preventing 
a Big East
Binge
out morning, noon, and night during 
their stay in New York.
One of the issues is the mix of older 
fans and alumni who come down to the 
tournament to watch their schools play. 
They will engage in conversation with 
the students, invite them to pregame 
events, and offer to buy them drinks so 
everyone can have a fun time and not 
feel awkward. This type of activity and 
behavior continues into the games as 
students will not even need to leave their 
seats. They can have a friend go and buy
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by Connecticut's Donyell Marshall in 
1994. Brooks broke the record in the 
second half on a floating three-pointer 
that was nothing but net. The crowd 
erupted in cheers, but Brooks simply 
jogged to play defense at the opposite 
end of the court, entirely unfazed.
Council and Coleman again served 
as able assistants to Brooks, as the 
Friars orchestrated a second-half rally 
to avenge Rutgers' lead which inflated 
to as many as 13 points with 11:50 
remaining in the game.
For Friars Head Coach Keno Davis, 
whose own future remains largely 
rmcertain, the win was a hard-earned 
testament to his players' efforts, and a 
real morale booster.
"We could not have pulled it out if I 
didn't have the character of the young 
men in this program," said Coach 
Davis. "You go through a losing 
stretch, you're already locked into 
what seed you're going to be. But we 
kept trying hard, and we kept trying 
different things."
Turnovers and good transition 
play were key for the Friars down the 
stretch. Providence was able to cause 
Scarlet Knight turnovers and capitalize 
by playing pressure-free offense.
Although Providence's Big East 
Tournament hopes were dashed 
prematurely, the Friars' final game in 
Providence was an appropriate way to 
bid farewell to their seniors, who have 
been mainstays of the program.
"I don't think you could ask 
for a better ending," said Coach 
Davis. For Ray to come out and be 
healthy, and be a part of this team. 
And for Marshon to win this game, 
not scoring 52, but going five assists 
to one turnover. He's an unselfish 
player...he's a unique individual."
A unique individual whom Friartown 
has had the pleasure to watch, and who 
will undoubtedly be playing next year.Athletes, too, Succumb to Alcohol Abuse 
by Nick Aiken '12 
Asst. Sports Editor
Alcohol
Race car driver Rob Moroso, 
baseball players Lenny Dykstra, 
Darren Daulton, Don Drysdale, Jim 
Rooker, and Billy Martin, basketball 
players Charles Smith and Dale Ellis, 
diver Bruce Kimball, football players 
Clarence Kay, Tommy Kramer, Fred 
Washington, Keith Millard, and Stacey 
Toran, hockey player Pelle Lindbergh, 
and jockey Willie Shoemaker were all 
involved in alcohol-related accidents, 
some of whom did not survive to tell 
their stories.
Well known athletes such as Babe 
Ruth and John Daly also struggled 
with alcohol abuse. Ruth's drinking 
problem led to his arrest, and he 
even wound up in jail a few times. 
Daly's addiction has sent him to rehab 
three times and has led to several 
suspensions from the PGA Tour for 
his actions on the course. If Daly 
had never started his journey down 
the path of alcohol abuse, God only 
knows how many more tournaments
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